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First photos taken 
of Imam Reza Shrine

 Arts & Culture Desk

The oldest photographs 
ever captured of the holy 
shrine of Imam Reza, the 
eighth Imam of Shia Mus-
lims, are now preserved in 
the collections of Astan 
Quds Razavi and the Na-
tional Library and Archives 
of Iran.
The first photographs of 
the Astan Quds Razavi 
were taken by two Italian 
military personnel who 
had traveled to Iran during 
the reign of Nasser al-Din 
Shah. One of them was 
Antonio Giovinazzi, from 
Matera, and the other was 
Luigi Pesce, from Napoli.
Little is known about 
the exact period of Lu-
igi Pesce’s presence in 
Mashhad, during which 
he earned the nickname 
“Photographer”  from 
Nasser al-Din Shah. It is 
known that he was active 
between 1840 and 1860. 
He is recognized as one of 

the earliest photographers 
who engaged in capturing 
images of Iranian build-
ings, historical landmarks, 
and ancient sites such as 
Persepolis and Pasargadae. 
According to historians, he 
recorded the oldest-known 
photograph of Tehran, as 
reported by ISNA. 
However, detailed infor-
mation is available about 
Giovinazzi’s photograph 
of the Imam Reza Shrine. 
He took photos from 
Imam Reza Shrine in 1858. 
Giovinazzi was one of the 
six officers who came to 
Iran and became a teach-
er at Dar al-Fonoon, while 
also engaging in photog-
raphy at various religious 
sites in Iran. 
The origins of the oldest 
sections of this shrine 
date back to 610 AH (ap-
proximately 1230s CE). During 
the Timurid era, which 
coincided with extensive 
renovations of ancient 
structures in Khorasan 

Province, significant at-
tention was paid to this 
monument.
Throughout Iran’s history, 
the shrine has received the 
attention of various ruling 
dynasties and has been 
renovated and expanded 
many times. The shrine’s 
historical records are 
scarce, with the earliest 
mention of its existence 
dating back to before the 
Samanid era and only ref-
erencing a well-known 
spot called the Haruniyya, 
where Imam Reza was 
buried.
The central point of the 
shrine, where Imam Reza 
is buried, is renowned as 
the Rozeye Munavvareh 
(Holy Land). It occupies a 
rectangular space with ap-
proximate dimensions of 
10 x 10 meters.
In the old courtyard of 
the Imam Reza Shrine, a 
flowing river existed un-
til 1951, sourced from a 
spring in northern Mash-

had. After flowing through 
the city, this river entered 
the shrine’s courtyard 
and continued its course 
outside the city to irrigate 
agricultural fields.
Around this area, there 
are numerous porticos, 
mosques, and courtyards, 
each belonging to distinct 
historical periods. The old-
est and nearest structure 
connected to the Rozeye 
Munavvareh is the Balasar 
Mosque.
Many of the shrine’s build-
ings, from the Safavid pe-
riod, especially during the 
reign of Shah Tahmasp 
I, still exist. The shrine’s 
footprint expanded sig-
nificantly during these 
renovations, from 12,000 
square meters to its cur-
rent size of approximately 
one million square me-
ters, making it one of the 
world’s largest religious 
complexes.
The Goharshad Mosque, 
w h i c h  wa s  t h e  f i r s t 

Jame’ (Grand) 
M o s q u e  i n 
Mashhad, is 
a l s o  l o c a t -
e d  w i t h i n 
the shrine’s 
premises. In 
t h e  R o z e y e 
Munavvareh, 
a shrine made 
of silver and 
gold is pres-
ent. Additionally, 
various porticos, 
courtyards, and 
schools surround 
the shrine, in-
cluding the Dar 
al-Wilayah, Dar 
al-Hadaya,  Dar 
al-Rahmah, and 
Dar al-Ijabah por-
ticos, which were 
constructed during 
this period. After 
the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution, a devel-
opment plan for the 
shrine was initiated, 
resulting in signifi-
cant expansion. 
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Peace exhibition in Iran 
features artists from 15 countries

 Arts & Culture Desk The Iranian 
film, ‘Moth-

erless,’ written and directed by Seyyed 
Morteza Fatemi, won the Best Foreign 
Language Film Award at the 7th Wales 
International Film Festival.
Making its fifth appearance at interna-
tional festivals, ‘Motherless’ has previ-
ously received three best film awards 
at the Dhaka International Film Festival 
2022, Crossing the Screen Film Festival 
in England 2023, and the Bengaluru In-

ternational Film Festival. It also secured 
the Best Director Award at the Rainbow 
London Film Festival, according to Tas-
nim news agency.
The seventh edition of the Wales In-
ternational Film Festival 2023, with its 
unique multi-stage format spanning two 
months, took place at the Gwen Theater 
in the city of Nith in South Wales. 
Produced by Mohammadreza Mesbah 
and Ali Owji, ‘Motherless’ is currently 
being screened in Iranian cinemas.

 Arts & Culture Desk An internation-
al illustration 

exhibition, named ‘Peace Should Be 
Learned in Childhood’, is set to open on 
September 22 at Zemestan Gallery of Iran's 
Artists House in Tehran.
Organized by the Iranian Illustrators So-
ciety in collaboration with the Children's 
Book Council, this exhibition explores 
four main themes of peace: 
"Peace with Humans," 
"Peace with Nature," "Peace 
with Animals," and "Peace 
with the World”, ISNA 
wrote.  
The invited artists partic-
ipating in this exhibition 
have been selected from the 
prestigious International 
Board on Books for Young 
People (IBBY) 2020 Hon-
ours List which is released 
biennially and features chil-
dren's book creators chosen 
by national branches and 

introduced at the IBBY biennial congress. 
The exhibition has drawn artists from 15 
countries, including Russia, Switzerland, 
Sweden, New Zealand, Austria, Estonia, 
Australia, Denmark, Brazil, Canada, Ger-
many, Slovakia, Peru, Chile, and Indonesia.
The exhibition's poster showcases an il-
lustration by Dušan Kállay, an acclaimed 
Slovakian artist and recipient of the 1988 

Hans Christian Andersen 
Award, with design contri-
butions by Abbas Khang-
holi.
This annual exhibition coin-
cides with the International 
Day of Peace on September 
21 and invites artists from 
the IBBY Honours List (in 
even years) and selected 
artists from the Bratislava 
International Illustration 
Exhibition (in odd years). 
The 5th edition of this exhi-
bition will welcome visitors 
from September 25 to 29. 


