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EXCLUSIVE

Thierry  Meyssan, the
French journalist and the
presidentofthe mediaorga-
nization Voltaire Network,
cited Otto Reich, John Ne-
groponte, Henry Cisneros,
and Elliot Abrams as some
of the most historic figures
who were both involved in
the CIA’s covertactions and,
at some point, members of
the NED’s Administrative
Council oritsboard of direc-
tors.

So, it can be argued that
democracy is used as a de-
ceiving facade to furtherthe
goals of the United States
intelligence services and
Departmentof State.

Dr. Michael Pinto-Dus-
chinsky, who is a political
consultant and writer, de-
mocracy building’s institu-
tional formation rests upon
a reconfiguration of Cold
War positions, which itself
relies on retaining the sub-
versive covert operations
previously perpetrated by
the CIA or MI6 to overthrow
the governments opposed
to America.

The foundation seeks to
present itself as a non-gov-
ernmental organization to
stress that it is not affiliat-
ed with the United States
government. However, the
evidence suggests that it is
funded by Congress as part
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National
Enemy for
Democracy

'National Endowmentfor Democracy' or National Enemyfor Democracy?
How doesthe NED destabilize countries by interferingintheir
internal affairs?

The National Endowmentfor Democracy (NED)was founded inthe early 1980s duringthe presidency of Ronald Reagan after
the CIA'scrimesand destructive activities were revealed inthe second half of the 1970s. NED's website introduces itselfas “an
independent, nonprofitfoundation dedicated to the growth and strengthening of democraticinstitutionsaround the world”.
In1991, rightatthe end ofthe Cold Warand the collapse of the Soviet Union, David Ignatius wrote a detailed article for the
Washington Post, titled “The New World of Spyless Coups,” on the activities of the NED and the CIAas wellas one ofthe NED's
founders, Allen Weinstein. The article quotes Weinstein as sayingthat “a lot of what we do today was done covertly 25 years ago
bythe CIA" addingthatthe NED foundation “did openly what had once been unspeakably covert”.

Inareportpublishedin 1997, titled “Foreign Taint on National Election? ABoomerangfor U.S,” the New York Times discussed
the NED'srole asthe overtarmofthe CIA. “The National Endowment for Democracy, created 15yearsagotodointhe open
whatthe CIAhasdonesurreptitiously for decades, spends $30 million ayearto supportthings like political parties, labor
unions, dissident movements, and the news mediain dozens of countriesincluding China,” the report said.

of the United States Agency
for International Develop-
ment. Although the founda-
tion is private, its budget is
mostly provided by the gov-
ernment.

Whatsets NED apart

By studying international
affairs and patterns fol-
lowed by governments,
think tanks provide rec-
ommendations or develop
guidelines that fall in line
with policy-making goals.
So, the goal of these orga-
nizations is to empower
policymakers to make bet-
terdecisions.

Even though some think
tanks get to implement
their research findings
and strategies using covert
networking and establish-
ing contact with dissident
elements in other coun-
tries, their main activity
revolves around analyzing
national and international
issues and subsequently
issuingrecommendations.
However, the National En-
dowment for Democracy,
for one, has a completely
practical field approach
that, as it was already es-
tablished, carries out the
programs and operations
of the CIA under the justi-
fied guise of democracy to
evade allegations.
Pursuing a calculated di-
plomacy, the foundation
engages with criminals or
popular dissident groups
directly and overtly. Then,



