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Sixth cornelian cherry festival

held in Kale
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The Sixth Cornelian Cherry Fes-
tival (Zoghal Akhteh) was held in
Kaleybar in the northwestern

province of East Azarbaijan.

As one of the largest producers
of the fruitin Iran, the gardens of
KaleybararehosttothebestCor-

neliancherriesinthe country.

Every year, at the same time
as the harvest season, in the
beautiful city with a pleas-
ant climate, the people hold a
thanksgiving celebration with

localrituals.

They call it the “Cornelian
Cherry Festival”. They have
local music and folklore and
traditional games in their cel-

ebration.
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Everyyearinlate September,as
gardeners harvest their crop,
they spread it on the rooftops,
and this gives a special and col-
orful feature to the city and its
villages. According to officials,
tons of Cornelian cherries are
produced annually and export-
ed from the northwestern city.
One of the main purposes of
holding the festival, which was
organized by the Cultural Heri-
tage, Handicrafts and Tourism
Organization, is to remove the
role of middlemen who pre-
vent the sale of the productata
reasonable price.

Talking to Iran Daily, the head
of Omid Entrepreneurship
Fund (OEF) of East Azarbaijan
Province announced that OEF
is ready to help the launch of
processing units of Cornelian

ybar

cherryinKaleybar.

Hamed Haddadi added that
appropriate packaging of the
products made from the fruit
will help more job creation
which has been targeted by his
fund.

Any investment plan for de-
velopment of small- and me-
dium-sized enterprises can
receive the support of the OEF
under the approved plansin the
province, Haddadi said, noting
that plans related to Cornelian
cherry processing industry
have priority in receiving facili-
tiesin Kaleybar.

To realize more entrepreneur-
ship, the private sector can play
amore seriousrolein thisfield,
the official stated.

On the sidelines of the event,
there werestalls offeringhand-
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icraftproducts, dairy products,
rural and nomadic products as
wellas otheragricultural prod-
uctsrelated to the festival.

It has been reported in some
research that Cornelian cher-
ries have antibacterial, anti-
histamine, antiallergic, anti-
microbial, antimalarial and
anti-diabetic properties due to
their antioxidant properties.
Cornelian cherries can be con-
sumed fresh or dried, as well
as processed into marmalade,
jamand fruitjuice.

The polyphenols contentin the
fruit reduce blood cholesterol
and are good for heart health.
Cornelian cherries are high
in iron, calcium, folic acid, vi-
tamins E, B1, B2, C, and flavo-
noids. The delicious fruit is a
good source of fiberaswell.
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Shah Abbas Caravanserai: A cultural gem in Bistoun

< Iranica Desk )

If you travel to Kermanshah
Province, you can visit the city
of Bistoun, which is located 30
kilometers from the provincial
capital city of Kermanshah.
Bistoun has a rich history and
is home to many valuable his-
torical artifacts that have been
well-preserved over time.

The renowned caravanserai of
Shah Abbas, also known as the
Safavid Caravanserai, is situated
inthe southwestofthe city of Bis-
toun, directly opposite Farhad
Tarash, which is a long smooth
rocksurface on MountBistoun.
The caravanserai, along with
15 other sites, was first regis-
tered as a world heritage site
during the UNESCO meeting
in Lithuania in July 2006. After
17 years, ithas once again been
recognized for its cultural sig-
nificance, this time in Riyadh,

Saudi Arabia. Along with 53
other caravanserais, this site is
atestamentto the enduring cul-
tural power ofthisland.

The dossier of Iranian caravan-
serais, which includes 54 cara-
vanserais from the Safavid era,
has recently been added to the
UNESCO World Heritage List.
This marks the 27th historical
andnaturalsite ofIrantoberec-
ognized by UNESCO.

Director General of Kerman-
shah Province’s Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Organization Dariush Farmani
said, “We thank God for allowing
ustowitnessyetanotherdisplay
of the magnificent grandeur of
the authentic, captivating, and
delightful culture ofthisland.”
By registering this enduring
work, we are reminded to
revisit and contemplate the
profound ideas of our prede-
cessorsinthedomainsofhospi-

tality, transportation, security,
and other facets of cultural ad-
vancement.

“The Shah Abbas Caravanserai
in Bistoun, with an area of over
6,000 square meters, is located
onanimportanttransportation
route that connected Iran to
Iragand, accordingto historical
texts, it was built to accommo-
date pilgrims visiting the holy
shrines ofthe country.

The primary builder of the
structure remains unclear, butit
isbelieved thatShah Abbas Safa-
vid ordered its construction. Ac-
cording to the inscription at the
top of the building, it was com-
pleted under the supervision of
Sheikh Ali Khan Zanganeh, who
served as the prime minister of
Shah Soleiman Safavid.

During the early Qajar peri-
od, a part of this structure was
damaged due to an earthquake.
According to the remaining in-

scription atthe top of the build-
ing, it was restored during the
reign of Nasereddin Shah Qa-
jar and used as a caravanserai.
However, during the Pahlavi
era, it was utilized as a grain
storage facility.

For 17 years following the Is-
lamic Revolution, this historic
building was under the control
of the department responsible
for administering prisons. After
this period, the Cultural Heri-
tage Organization took it back
from the department to pre-
serve and restore it. The cara-
vanserai was built in a four-ivan
form,inanorth-southdirection.
In a remarkable display of an-
cientcraftsmanship, the perim-
eter wall of this building boasts
carved stones dating back to
the Sassanid period. The in-
tricate stonework can be seen
both from the inside and out-
side of the building, extending

all the way up to the level of the
arches. Above the arches, the
wall is constructed from bricks,
adding to the impressive archi-
tectural featofthis structure.
The building had four towers
situated at its outer corners,
shapedlike an octagon. Howev-
er, presently, only one circular
tower is in the northwest cor-
ner and the remains of another
towerinthesoutheastcornerof
the caravanseraiare visible.
The entrance of the caravanse-
raiis located in its south, which
has seven arched facades and
two stone platforms on each
side forresting.

Beyond the entrance lies an oc-
tagonal structure withadomed
roof, serving as a link between
the entrance, interior space,
and courtyard. It includes
shahneshin (royal room) and
two-storyarched facades.
After passing through the octag-

onal entrance, we enter a rect-
angular courtyard of the cara-
vanserai, with an ivan (a vaulted
space) atthe center ofeachside.
Withapopulation ofaround two
million people, Kermanshah
Province is in north-western
Iran, neighboring the provinces
of Hamedan, Lorestan, Kurdes-
tan, and Ilam. With over 330 ki-
lometers of shared border with
Iraq,ithasalways playeda pivot-
alrole in the west of the country
throughouthistory.

The pristine nature, suitable
climate, four-season weath-
er, abundant water, countless
lakes, numerous border mar-
kets, cultural diversity, fertile
plains, appropriate infra-
structure and communication
routes, an international airport
and, mostimportantly, hospita-
ble people have turned this cra-
dle of civilization into a tourist
destination.
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