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Human talent vs underground resources

The rivalry be-
tween the Irani-
an clubs and the
ones based in
the Persian Gulf
Arab states in the new season of the AFC
Champions League has once again drawn
the attention of football enthusiasts in the
country towards the massive investment
on football, on both club and internation-
al levels, in Saudi Arabia and Qatar.

The Iranian fans are, rightly so, concerned
about the widening gap between the Sau-
di Pro League sides, which spent the sum-
mer buying the global stars of the game,
and the Iranian teams struggling with the
new so-called “budget cap” law, which
kept them from spending more than a
certain sum on new signings.

Add to that the stark contrast between
Iran and other nations in the region when
it comes to the sport infrastructure and
facilities.

The 2022 World Cup took place in Qatar
and Saudi Arabia will host December’s
Club World Cup, not to mention has made
the bid to stage the World Cup in 2030,
whereas Tehran’s aged Azadi Stadium,
having just been equipped with the VAR
system, remains the only venue in the
Iranian capital for the major national and
continental contests.

Football, in a modern sense, has turned into
a profitable business and, as we can see, the
spending spree has lured the likes of Cris-
tiano Ronaldo and Neymar to the Saudi
top-flight, helping the country pursue its
football and non-football related goals.

It was only after the acquisition of these
superstars that the somewhat unherald-
ed Saudi and Qatari clubs stole the head-
lines in the Western media, leading to the
league matches, which barely had spec-
tators in the stadiums a few years back,
attracting millions of viewers all around
the world.

The image of Argentine captain Lionel
Messi wearing a bisht when lifting the
World Cup trophy in the most iconic
moment of his career is still fresh in the
minds of billions of football fans, or the
scenes of Ronaldo and his Al Nassr team-
mate Sadio Mane celebrating a goal in an
Arabian style recently make one wonder
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how much the Saudi government and cul-
tural system had to spend to present their
traditions before the eyes of millions of
people around the globe.

However, speaking about the rivalry be-
tween the Iranian clubs and other teams
in the region, Mohammad-Mehdi Farvar-
din, the head of the Sports Fraction in the
Iranian Parliament, says: “It is the human
talent in the Iranian teams versus the un-
derground resources for their opponents
in other Persian Gulf countries.”

“Arab countries are incompetent at devel-
oping domestic players, which is why they
reach out for international stars, but you
can always see exceptional talents flour-
ishing through the leagues in Iran, who
are capable of playing on the highest level
of game.

“Players like Mehdi Taremi, Sardar Az-
moun, and Alireza Jahanbakhsh are cur-
rently among the best in their clubs in
Europe, which makes us a top nation in
Asia in sending players overseas,” added
the Iranian lawmaker.

The other question is if there is going to
be return on investment for the Saudis’
extravagant spending.

At first glance, these high-profile footbal-
lers have contributed to the standards
and quality among Arab players and com-
petitions in the region, so much so that
their clubs claim to be in the same league
with top European sides.

However, Farvardin has a different view,
saying: “I believe we should make more
investment on the infrastructure, as the
major issue in the country, rather than
bringing in top foreign players. If we
could build four or five quality stadiums
and invest more on football academies,
then we might never need to buy players
from other countries, while exporting our
domestic products. To that end, we will
have focus on the infrastructure, though it
takes a nationwide determination.”

“The Plan and Budget Organization and
others responsible must have the nec-
essary will to solve the problems in that
regards. I'm not saying there is no such
will now, but we need to speed up in this
area and pay more attention to this issue,”
added the Iranian official.

On how the Iranian Football Federation’s
new budget cap law will avoid the extrav-
agant investment as well as the influx of
unidentified resources in the club foot-
ball, Farvardin said: “We expect the Irani-
an teams, significantly those run private-
ly, to comply with the new ruling. I hope
they will be more dedicated to improving
the youth level football and facilities rath-
er than buying expensive foreign players,
which could easily see them breach the
budget cap law.

“On the other hand, we at the Parliament
are duty-bound to make sure that the
clubs will offer clear transparency when
it comes to their financial affairs.”

Iran’s Hosseinpour bags
taekwondo silver in Asian Games
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Iran’s Alireza Hosseinpour finished his
campaign in the 19th Asian Games in
Hangzhou, China, with a silver medal in
the taekwondo competitions.

The Iranian defeated opponents from
Indonesia, Pakistan, South Korea, and
Jordan in emphatic fashion to reach the
men’s -63kg final showpiece at Lin’an
Sports Culture & Exhibition Centre,
only to suffer a straight-round setback
against Thailand’s Banlung Tubtimdang
- a silver winner in June’s World Cham-
pionships in Baku.

This was a fourth taekwondo medal for
Iran in the Games.

Mahdi Hajimousaei had also settled for
silver after a 2-0 defeat against South
Korea’s Jang Jun in the men’s -58kg fi-
nal.

Mobina Ne’'matzadeh, meanwhile, won a
fifth medal for Iranian women in Hang-
zhou by taking the -49kg bronze follow-

ing a last-four loss in straight rounds
against home-favorite Guo Qing.
Marjan Salahshouri had opened the ac-
count for Iran on Sunday, finishing third
in the women'’s poomsae event.

Iran’s Alireza Hosseinpour (blue) fights Pakistan’s

Muhammad Arbaz Khan in the Asian Games in

Hangzhou, China, on September 26, 2023.
hangzhou2022.cn

The image shows Persepolis (red) in action against Saudi club Al Nassr in the AFC Champions League at the Azadi Stadium, Tehran, Iran, on September 19,

2023.
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Vendors who intend to participate in aforesaid tenders
are requested to send their © Intention To Participate®
letter via fax to the following number along with their
resume according to Qualitative Assessment Form no,
1. available at: www,nisoc.ir, not later than 14 days after
the second announcement, otherwise, their requests
for participation in the tender will be disregarded.

The applicants should have relevant background
in supplying the required goods and capahility to
provide and submit a bid bond of 44 38374 EURO or
18,084,112,325 RIAL, in favor of NISOC.

Tender documents including the materials thorough
technical specifications and Qualitative Assessment

A www.shana.ir | www.nisoc.ir

MN.15.0.C
MATICONAL IRANIAN SOUTH QILFIELDS COMPANY
AHVAZIRAN

TENDER NO.: 08-21-0140029

MNational Iranian South Qilfields Company (NISOC) intends to purchase the following goods

Vendars who intend to participate in aforesaid tenders
are requested to send their “Intention To Participate”
letter via fax to the following number along with their

HATIONAL IRANIAN SOUTH QILFIELDS COMPANY

TENDER NO.: 08-21-0140019

Mational Iranian South Qilfields Company (NISOC) intends to purchase the following goods

m Material Description

CASING T IN. API 5CT, P-110 “VAM TOP" THREAD, 35 PPF.

ER COUPLING, CASING 7 IN.API5CT “VAM TOP" | 10nO |

Public Relations

www.setadiran.ir

m Material Description

| 1 |CASING 7”., 35 PPF API GRADE C-110 “VAM TOP"THREAD, RANGE 3 (MAX.LENGTH 40.5 FT)

| 2 | COUPLING, CASING, API GRADE C-110,, SEAMLESS, ALL WEIGHTS 7 IN., “VAM TOP" | 100 NO |

Forms can be accessed via: www.nisoc.ir-material
precurement management tab
OMNLY ACCEPTAELE DELIVERY TEEM IS D.D.P.,

1573372

resume according to Qualitative Assessment Form no. 1,
available at; www.nisoc.ir, not later than 14 days after

NISOC'S WAREHOUSE, AGHAJARL IRAN

the second announcement, otherwise, their requests
for participation in the tender will be disregarded.

The applicants should have relevant background
in supplying the required goods and capability to
provide and submit a bid bond of 131,764/58 EURO
or 53,986,452 618 RIAL, in faver of NISOC,

Tender documents including the materials thorough
technical specifications and Qualitative Assessment

f www.shana.ir www.nisoc.ir

http:/liets.mporg.ir

PAYMENT TERM IS C.O.D.. SUBSEQUENT TO
NISOC'S MATERIAL APPROVAL

EOREIGN PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
Bldg. Mo. 104, Material Procurement Managerment
Complex, Kouy-e-Fadaeian Islam (New Site),

Ahvaz, Iran

Tel. No.: 061 34 12 3589
Fax Mo.: 061 34 45 74 37

Public Relations

www.setadiran.ir

15732331




