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Rey Fortification, a testament  
to magnificence of ancient Rey in its prime
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The head of the Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts 
Department of Shoushtar, Khu-
zestan Province, emphasized 
that the registration of Saray-e 
Afzal Caravanserai on UNES-
CO’s World Heritage List will 
undoubtedly have a significant 
impact on the development of 
tourism in the region. 

Davoud Najjar-Asiabani said 
that one of the important ad-
vantages of registering Saray-e 
Afzal on the World Heritage 
List is raising awareness and in-
forming the global community 
about this historical monument. 
He said that this would lead to 
an increase in tourism activity, 
subsequently boosting the lo-
cal economy and benefiting the 
people. Therefore, an important 

effect of the world registration 
of Saray-e Afzal is an increase 
in the presence of domestic and 
foreign tourists in Shoushtar.
He also pointed out that the reg-
istration of Saray-e Afzal on the 
World Heritage List can help 
promote the region’s handicrafts 
and be used as an opportunity 
to introduce them to the world. 
The head of the Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts 

Department of Shoushtar em-
phasized that world heritage is 
a powerful and internationally 
marketable symbol, and reg-
istered monuments such as 
Saray-e Afzal attract the atten-
tion of tourists. He added that 
monuments registered on UNE-
SCO’s World Heritage List benefit 
from programs, protective mea-
sures, and monitoring methods.
Najjar-Asiabani said that the 

private sector is currently oper-
ating Saray-e Afzal, adding that 
this caravanserai is a permanent 
exhibition and sales center for 
Shoushtar’s handicrafts. In ad-
dition to showcasing and selling 
the region’s handicrafts, over 
100 artisans are active in the 
workshops of this caravanserai.
He also noted that the history of 
the monument dates back to the 
Qajar era. It is a large complex 

that includes a sabat (an arched 
structure built between the op-
posite buildings on both sides of 
a narrow street in tropical and 
desert areas), mosque, histori-
cal houses, bathhouse, and other 
structures, and is one of the ma-
jor buildings in this complex. The 
magnificent architecture of this 
caravanserai has attracted the 
attention of many tourists from 
ancient times to the present day.

World registration of Saray-e Afzal to boost Shoushtar tourism

If you have explored the capti-
vating historical attractions of 
Shahr-e Rey in Tehran Province 
and ventured to Cheshmeh Ali, 
then you must have caught sight 
of the Rey Fortification. This 
ancient defensive wall has long 
been the subject of speculation 
about its age, potentially dating 
back 6,000 years, or even to the 
Median period.
Once encircling the expanding 
Shahr-e Rey, which stretched 
across a vast 510-hectare area, 
only a 300-meter section of this 
mighty wall remains today in 
Cheshmeh Ali, a historic hill. It of-
fers a tantalizing glimpse into the 
grandeur of Rey’s past and the 
magnificence of its fortifications.
The fortification, along with 
Cheshmeh Ali and the entire 
historical realm of Shahr-e Rey, 
holds a captivating and intricate 
tale. In its heyday, it stood as a 
protective barrier encompass-
ing one of the most splendid and 
largest cities in the Islamic world.
Ancient Shahr-e Rey has re-
mained buried beneath layers 
of time for many years. Among 
the few areas where the history 
of Shahr-e Rey can be studied is a 
historic site called Rashkan Cas-
tle (Dezh-e Rashkan), which marks 
the starting point of the city’s sto-
ry and its pinnacle of prosperity. 
It is from this stronghold that the 
defensive wall extended to other 
areas.

Situated near the Safaieh neigh-
borhood, Rashkan Castle stands 
as one of the oldest defensive for-
tresses in Shahr-e Rey. 
In an exclusive interview with 
Iran Daily, Qadir Afroond, head 
of the Rey National Heritage Site, 
said that the fortress derives its 
name from one of the Parthian 
kings.
During two phases of archaeo-
logical excavations, the remains 
of the monument, including 
stairs and brick structures, were 
discovered within the fortress. 
The first phase took place from 
December 2005 to mid-April 
2006, followed by a second 
phase in 2007, with the collabo-
ration of a French archaeologist.
Furthermore, on top of a moun-
tain in the region, within the sole 
remaining tower named Tabarak 
Castle, an ancient Parthian coin 
was unearthed.
Afroond also revealed an in-
triguing discovery waiting to be 
unveiled in the vicinity — the 
ancient fortress known as Arg. 
In close proximity lies the rem-
nants of another architectural 
marvel, the Sharestan Castle, 
once home to local residents.
Birun, another area, holds a sig-
nificant place in the region, as it 
is where Abu Reyhan al-Biruni, 
a renowned Islamic scholar, was 
born. His name finds its roots in 
this particular locality. 
Covering around 10 hectares, Arg 
and Sharestan fortresses domi-
nated the landscape. Sharestan 
Castle accommodated the ma-
jority of the 

city’s population, while others 
resided in the outskirts known as 
Birun.
As the city of Rey experienced 
a population surge due to its 
growing importance, Sharestan 
proved inadequate in housing 
the increasing number of resi-
dents. Consequently, the city’s 
boundaries expanded, allowing 
for more space to accommodate 
the burgeoning population.
“The development of the city be-
gan in the late Buyid period and 
continued until the Seljuk era, 
when Shahr-e Rey reached its 
maximum size and population,” 
Afroond explained.
Rey Fortification represents the 
remnants of the defensive wall 
constructed during the Seljuk 
period. It played a crucial role 
in expanding the city’s initial 
10-hectare space to a vast area 
spanning 510 hectares — an ex-
ponential increase that caused 
the city to grow 50-fold. The 
English traveler, Sir Robert Ker-
porter, documented the map of 
Shahr-e Rey in 1821.
Afroond also mentioned Shahri-
ar Adl, a renowned Iranian 
archaeologist, and the collab-
orative project involving two 
American and Canadian archae-
ologists. Together, they initiat-
ed an exploration and study of 
various sections of ancient Rey 
in 1973, based on Sir Robert Ker-
porter’s map.
Unfortunately, 

the project lasted no more than a 
year due to Adl’s illness, with the 
foreign archaeologists return-
ing to their respective countries. 
Subsequently, Adl’s deputy, Ya-
hya Koosha, continued the proj-
ect from 1974 until his retire-
ment in 1991, when the project 
was ultimately abandoned.
During those excavations, an in-
dustrial area dating back to the 
Seljuk era was discovered, along 
with remnants of adobe bricks 
from Rey Fortification.
Referring to the recent establish-
ment of the Rey National Heri-
tage Site, Afroond conveyed the 
challenges faced in preserving 
Shahr-e Rey’s ancient remains. 
Buried beneath the modern 
city’s infrastructure, the ancient 
heritage lies a significant five to 
seven meters underground. 
Sadly, with every construction 
permit issued by the munici-
pality, a piece of Rey’s ancient 
legacy is inadvertently lost or de-
stroyed.
Through ongoing efforts and 
dedicated programs, an en-
deavor is underway to protect 
and investigate the various his-
torical sites scattered through-
out the city. The timeless se-
crets of Shahr-e Rey await those 
who dare to delve into its rich 
past.
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