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Contrary to some analyses and opinions, [
find it unlikely that, in the aftermath of what
is currently unfolding between Gaza and Is-
rael, a widespread uprising or intifada will
emerge on the western border, Jerusalem, or
within the Arab community in Israel, given
the complex and unique conditions of these
regions, unless a protracted and extensive
war erupts, spiraling out of control and en-
gulfingthe entire Middle East. Developments
in Jerusalem and the western border have
been on an upward trajectory over the past
two years, and this trend is likely to continue
and possibly intensify.

For now, it may be too soon for mediators
to respond quickly and halt the war. Israel
is likely to continue its attacks on Gaza and
its infrastructure for some time, possibly in
pursuit of pressuring Hamas for the release
of Israeli captives and achieving significant
gains. However, recent experiences over the
pasttwodecadeshaveshownthatitisunlike-
ly this process will lead to the liberation of
Israelihostages.

Hamas's most significant challenge follow-
ing today's extensive attacks is its political
spokesperson's position on gaining leverage
overIsrael. Themostcritical card that Hamas
holds is the captivity of dozens of Israeli mil-
itary personnel, including several high-rank-
ing officers. From this standpoint, it is highly
likely that, in the negotiations that have al-
ready begun for a ceasefire or more seriously
inthehoursand daystocome, Hamaswill put
forward conditions, including preventing
extremist Jews from entering the Al-Agsa
Mosque or even halting settlement construc-
tion, among others. However, the realization
of these conditions is unlikely, even if Israelis
make promises through mediators regard-
ing the Al-Agsa Mosque. It remains unlikely
thatsuch pledges will materialize into action
inthefuture.

Two areas where Hamas can likely gain from
Israel are the exchange of prisoners and the
liftingofthe blockade on the Gaza Strip. Given
the substantial number of Israeli captives to-
day, Hamas can probably secure the release
of many Palestinian prisoners. It should not
be forgotten that, after the capture of Israeli
soldier Gilad Shalit in 2006, Israel was com-
pelled to release over a thousand Palestin-
iansfollowingseveral years of negotiations.
Considering the large number of new Israe-
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li captives, almost all Palestinian prisoners
(around five thousand) may be subject to ex-
change in the future. However, this exchange
will take time, possibly months or even sev-
eral years. Itis not unlikely that the exchange
of prisoners may occur in multiple stages.
Regarding the lifting of the Gaza blockade,
Hamas s likely to pursue its removal as a sig-
nificant precondition in any exchange agree-
ment.

Today's war marks another page in the
long-standing conflictand crisis in Palestine.
While there have been turning points in the
history of conflicts and confrontations on
both sides, this conflict will continue, and an
immediate resolution is currently inconceiv-
able.

I mentioned the deadlock in peace and rec-
onciliation talks, the failure of treaties like
Oslo, and negotiation initiatives, the wars of
the pasttwo decades, and the strange growth
of right-wing ideology in Israel, culminating
in the establishment of an entirely right-
wing government. These developments
have strengthened Hamas's position in Pal-
estinian society and will make the weight of
these organizations in Palestinian internal
equations even heavier in the face of today's
unprecedented attacks. Therefore, it is not
far-fetched to imagine that, in the not-so-
distant future, the United States will make
every effort to understand the effects and
consequences of this situation, aiming to
halt this trend and strengthen Hamas's ri-
vals, preventing the negative impact of this
situation on the normalization processin the
region and weakening Iran. Netanyahu, if he
remains in power, may be forced to agree to
the resumption of these negotiations, pre-
senting other proposals, even though this
may beanoisy affair; itis still unlikely toyield
adefinite outcome.

Considering the widespread repercussions
of recent events for Israel, it is also possible
that political changes will occur in Israel,
temporarily resolving differences and form-
ing a crisis cabinet with the participation
of some opposition factions to manage the
current situation. Efforts to bring opponents
into the government have already begun.
However, ifsuchachangeoccurs,itis unlikely
that it will provide relief for Netanyahu from
the consequences oftoday's attacksin the fu-
ture, even if, with the inclusion of opponents
in the cabinet, he may seize the opportunity
to take tension-provoking measures in the
region.
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Two days after the Palestinian Hamas resistance
group launched a surprise attack against Israel,
which was met with a bombardment of civilian
targets in the Gaza Strip, the death toll from the
Israelisideis reported to be nearly double that of
the Palestinians.

The Palestinian Health Ministry in Gaza has up-
dated the death toll to 380, adding that some
2,200 others have been wounded as a result of
theongoinglsraeliattackonthe besieged coastal
enclave, accordingtoAlJazeera.

Israeli air strikes hit housing blocks, tunnels, a
mosque, and homes of Hamas officials in Gaza
as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vowed
“mighty vengeanceforthiswicked day."

The UN agency for Palestinian Refugees, UNRWA,
said over 20,000 people were sheltering in 44 of
its schools around Gaza by Saturday evening.
“The number (of displaced) is rapidly increasing,’
said Inas Hamdan, acting public information of-

Relatives carry the bodies of infants from the Abu Daka
family who were killed in Israeli strikes on the southern
Gaza Strip during their funeral on October 8, 2023
before their burial in Khan Yunis.
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ficerin Gaza.

Theagencysaidthree of its schools suffered “col-
lateral” damage from Israeli airstrikes. The agen-
cy also said its operations of nine water wells
around the Gaza Strip were stopped early Sat-
urday. Operations in three wells resumed Sun-
day, said Hamdan. The agency’s food distribution
centers, which provide for over 540,000 of Gaza
residents, have been closed since Saturday.
Insouthernlsrael, supported by a multi-pronged
assault ofrocket barrages, Hamas fighters fought
Israeli security in army bases and towns and
killed at least 659 people,accordingtoIsraeli TV.
Aflare-uponlsrael’'snorthern borderalsothreat-
ened to draw into the battle Hezbollah, a fierce
enemy of Israel's, whichis estimated to have tens
ofthousands of rockets atits disposal, AP report-
ed.

Hezbollah fired dozens of rockets and shells on
Sunday at three Israeli positions in a disputed
area along the border and Israel's military fired
backusingarmed drones.




