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Israel in a Catch-22
Situation

>aud aell normatisation talks In jeopardy

Lauding the Palestinian resistance for the “his-
tory-making” move against Israeli cruelty and
acts of aggression, Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi expressed the Islamic Republic’s support
for the Palestinian nation’s legitimate right to
defense.

In a message released on Sunday, the Iranian
president called on the world to wake up to the
reality that the accumulation of cruelty and
injustice against the Palestinian nation, the
continued harassment of Palestinian women
and prisoners, and the constant desecration of
Al-Agqsa Mosque won’t go on forever and will be
faced with theresistance of nations.

In separate phone calls with Ziyad al-Nakhalah,
Secretary General of the Palestine Islamic Jihad,
and Ismail Haniyeh, head of the political bureau
of Palestinian resistance movement Hamas, on
Sunday, President Raisi reviewed the situation
underway in the occupiedlands.

Tasnim news agency also quoted Raisias saying,
“The Zionist regime and its supporters are re-
sponsible forinstabilityin the region”.
Meanwhile, US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said President]oe Biden’s direction was

to “make sure that we’re providing Israel every-
thingitneedsinthismoment.”

He added that disrupting a potential normal-
ization of ties between Israel and Saudi Arabia
could certainly be part of the motivation for
Hamas’s attack.

Theworld’slargestblocof Muslim countries has
condemned what it refers to as “Israeli military
aggression.” The Saudi-based Organization of
IslamicCooperationsaid Sunday thatitis “great-
ly concerned about the developments on the
ground and the dangerous Israeli escalation in
the occupied Palestinian territory.”

A senior White House official said Saturday it
was “too early to say” whether Israel’s arch-foe
Iran was “directly involved” in the large-scale
attack by Palestinian resistance group Hamas.
Clare Daly,anIrishmemberofthe European Par-
liament, criticized the double standards adopt-
ed by the EU Commission Chief Ursula von der
Leyen for condemning Hamas, sayingthatLeyen
is “criminally giving Israel carte blanche for the
spectacle of shocking violence it will now un-
leash against desperate civilians caged in Gaza,
dressed up as self-defense.”
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If the idea of the Hamas attack was to focus
international attention on the almost for-
gotten Palestine cause, it has succeeded
in doing so. Palestinians living in the West
Bank as well as Arabs in Israel and around
the region could well respond to what is
termed a battle of survival. Arab rulers in
the region will find it difficult to ignore the
voices of ordinary people from the mosques
and bazaars, where there is overwhelming
supportfor Palestine.

Hezbollah in Lebanon has welcomed the
Hamas action and said that the operation
served as a “retaliation against the ongo-
ing offences and transgressions by the oc-
cupiers.” It appealed to “all free individuals
worldwide” to stand in solidarity with the
Palestinian movement.

As the world scrambles to prevent the sit-
uation from escalating further, the chances
of normalisation of Saudi-Israel diplomatic
ties have become much more difficult. Just
a few weeks back, Israeli Prime Minister

Catch-22 situation

US experts have called the latest Hamas at-
tackthe mostsophisticated and well-coordi-
nated assault on Israel since the Yom Kippur
War of October 1973, led by a coalition of
Arab countries. So far, Hamas, the resistance
group that runs the Gaza Strip, has killed
more than 600 Israeli soldiers and civilians.
Earlier rocket attacks fired from Gaza rarely
met their targets or resulted in deaths. Most
ofthese home-assembled rockets were easi-
ly shotdown by Israeli forces. But Hamas has
overhauledits fighting capabilitiestobe able
to carry out the rocket attacks with military
precision and at the same time successfully
breachtheheavilyguardedborderfencingto
sendinfightersinto southernIsraelitowns.

Israel is in a catch-22 situation, the fact that
Hamas was able to capture several Israeli
soldiers and civilians will give it pause. Is-
raeli citizens have been driven off to hiding
places in underground tunnel networks
that crisscross the Gaza Strip. So, rescue
operation could risk their lives. The lack of
intelligence is also because Hamas is com-

Benjamin Netanyahu had said during his
address to the United Nations General As-
sembly about an imminent deal with the
Kingdom that could change the landscape of
West Asia. Now, chances of that seem rather
remote.

The Saudi Foreign Ministry’s initial state-
ment on Saturday gave an indication of
which way the wind was blowing. The King-
dom had long warned “of the dangers of the
explosion of the situation as a result of the
continued occupation, the deprivation of
the Palestinian people and their legitimate
rights, and the repetition of systemic provo-
cations againstits sanctities,” the statement
noted.

The normalisation talks between Israel
and Saudi Arabia had also hinged on giving
concessions to the Palestinians, which now
will be extremely difficult for Netanyahu. He
presides over a government filled with re-
ligious leaders and hard-right-wing groups
willing to give no concessions.

pletely out of the grid with electronic devic-
es like cell phones and laptops avoided and
messages passed on by couriers. Neither
Israel nor the US nor any of its Western al-
lieshave any human people onthe groundto
actas spies and give an indication of what is
happening.

Hamas is hoping that it can exchange its
5,000 or so Palestinian prisoners freed in
exchange for Israeli citizens. Hamas had al-
ready said that Operation AlAqsa Stormwas
also meantto help free Palestinians from Is-
raeli prisons. Expectedly, Tel Aviv hit back
with a series of airstrikes inside Gaza kill-
ingmore than 600 people and injuringlarge
numbers. The death toll in Gaza will rise
considering the dismal state of the medical
infrastructure in the area. Whether there
will be a full-scale invasion by Israeli troops
inside Gazaisnotknownbutexpertsbelieve
that could prove a difficult proposition and
couldriskthelives of Israeli prisoners.

The full article first appeared on Outlook
India.




