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In the 45th session of UNESCO’s World 
Heritage Committee, 54 Iranian car-
avanserais were recognized as world 
heritage sites. Isfahan had the highest 
number of recognized caravanserais 
among all provinces, with a total of eight. 
While this province boasts many cara-
vanserais, only a select few were chosen 
for recognition as world heritage sites. 
These include the Gaz, Aminabad, Ma-
ranjab, Neyestanak, Kuhpayeh, Gabra-
bad, Sheikh Ali Khan, and Mahyar cara-
vanserais.
Isfahan’s status as the capital during 
the Safavid era is the main reason for 
its having the highest number of rec-
ognized caravanserais among all prov-
inces in Iran. While the claim by French 
traveler, Jean Chardin, that there were 
1,080 caravanserais in Isfahan during 
the Safavid era may be exaggerated, 
researchers have consistently noted 
that the Safavid era was a golden age for 

caravanserai construction due to the 
flourishing trade at the time. As a result, 
more importance was given to the es-
tablishment of related facilities along 
the roads, IRNA wrote.
During the Safavid era, due to the impor-
tance of pilgrimage routes, especially the 
route from Isfahan to Mashhad, a large 
number of caravanserais were built.
During this era, caravanserai architects 
maximized space utilization and en-
sured compatibility with local climatic 
conditions. While the four-ivan (four-ter-
race) plan was the most common, they 
also designed regular and irregular po-
lygonal structures, as well as two-ivan 
and circular buildings, demonstrating 
their creativity and innovation.
Aminabad Caravanserai in Isfahan is 
one of those that have been recognized 
as a world heritage site due to its octag-
onal shape and other features appreci-
ated by experts, including authenticity.
As during the Safavid era, great impor-
tance was placed on art, various forms 

of it flourished, ranging from calligra-
phy and painting to architecture, tile-
work, and other decorative elements 
associated with buildings, especially in 
Isfahan.
During this era, the progress of Iranian 
architecture was more evident than 
ever before, and caravanserais, as one 
of the public utility buildings in which 
the Safavid rulers invested, underwent 
transformations such as the addition of 
decorative elements.
Isfahan’s caravanserais boast a rich 
history, with some possessing the nec-
essary capacity and historical value to 
be included in the Iranian caravanse-
rais dossier. However, due to various 
reasons, such as new and incomplete 
constructions within their boundaries, 
they have unfortunately been unable to 
be included in this esteemed dossier.
Hamid Binayi, a cultural heritage ex-
pert, said Isfahan’s status as the capital 
of the Safavid era resulted in the region 
having the largest number of caravan-

serais. While this presented an oppor-
tunity to include more caravanserais 
from Isfahan in the dossier, some did not 
meet the necessary conditions.
Madar Shah Caravanserai of Murche-
hkhort, located 45 kilometers north of 
Isfahan, was considered one of the best 
caravanserais in the area. However, it 
was eventually removed from the list of 
caravanserais due to difficulties associ-
ated with preserving its boundaries and 
surrounding environment.
Binayi added that during the visits of cul-
tural heritage experts, it was reported 
that construction activities were taking 
place around the Madar Shah Caravanse-
rai, aimed at developing a roadside com-
plex, which were encroaching upon the 
boundaries of the historical site. 
“This is a four-ivan Safavid caravanserai 
that was built during the reign of Shah 
Abbas II. It is said that political delega-
tions traveling to Isfahan would spend 
their last night at this location before ar-
riving at the capital city and putting on 

their formal attire,” he added.
He noted that the caravanserai, which 
is located between Shahin Shahr and 
Isfahan, has now been converted into a 
tourist accommodation.
“We inspected all the caravanserais that 
met our criteria for necessary facilities. 
We held multiple sessions to discuss 
their situation and determine our pre-
ferred options. Our goal was to make in-
formed choices and avoid selecting any 
caravanserais that could potentially 
pose challenges for the dossier,” he said.
He continued by referring to the Cara-
vanserai of Shah Abbasi of Natanz, also 
known as Kuhab. He said, “The caravan-
serai is a very beautiful monument with 
a special plan and in an extraordinary 
area, but excessive interventions by in-
vestors have caused damage to the au-
thenticity of the building.”
From his perspective, caravanserais 
should be entrusted to the private sector 
with greater sensitivity and care, so that 
their authenticity is not compromised.

The first international exhibi-
tion of medical tourism will be 
held in Kurdestan Province in 
November.
According to ISNA, the Direc-
tor General of the province’s 
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts Organization Man-
sour Mehrzad announced that 
the exhibition will take place in 
the Provincial capital of Sanan-
daj, with the aim of introducing 
and developing the capacity of 
medical tourism in Iran, espe-

cially in Kurdestan Province.
He added that the province has 
a great potential for investment 
in the fields of health and econ-
omy. 
The exhibition will feature 
over 120 pavilions showcasing 
various commodities related 
to medical tourism, including 
beauty, dentistry, traditional 
medicine, herbal remedies, and 
medical equipment. The event 
will also host trade delegations 
and private companies from 
Kurdistan region of Iraq, Rus-
sia, Belarus, Oman, Turkey, and 

Germany, and will include B2B 
meetings and workshops. 
Mehrzad harbored hope that 
the exhibition will attract Iraqi 
tourists to the province and con-
tribute to the development of 
tourism in the region. 
The first international exhibi-
tion of health tourism in west-
ern Iran is being organized by 
the private sector in collabora-
tion with relevant authorities, 
and will be held for three days 
from November 5 to 7 at the 
Permanent Exhibition Center of 
Kurdestan Province.

Eslamabad-e-Gharb, in Ker-
manshah Province, which con-
tains oak forests dating back a 
thousand years, is nowadays 
popular among tourists around 
the world. Head of the Cultural 
Heritage Department of this 
county claims that Eslamabad 
is the fifth village that travel-
ers to the holy shrines of Iraq 
pass through during the lunar 
months of Muharram and Safar, 
given to the popularity this re-
gion has gained.

“Various historical sites such as 
Sarab-e Harasam, a tourist des-
tination village and Shian Dam, 
which is a tourist complex, has 
been built on this route to wel-
come the shrine visitors on their 
way back,” he added.
He highlighted the fact that this 
county owns 350 historical 
sites and only 287 of them have 
been registered.
“In the center of Eslamabad 
village there is an ancient hill 
called Chogha Gavane, which 
due to researchers, dates back 
to 4,000 years ago,” he said, 

pointing out the three Fire Tem-
ples of Eslamabad are located in 
Palangard, Milmilaga and Shian 
villages. 
He noted the importance of nat-
ural attractions, as an example 
of which are the oak forests of 
the region. 
“The forest of oak trees starts 
from Sorkhak and Barzeh vil-
lages to 30 kilometers away, 
black drainage basin and can 
attract a lot of attention from 
nature lovers,” he added, saying 
that brochures are being pub-
lished to introduce this village.
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