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National
economic
growth to hit
3% in 2023:
IMF

The International Mone-

tary Fund (IMF) in its latest
report on the World Eco-
nomic Outlook estimated
that Iran’s economy would
grow three percent by the
end of 2023.

The monetary body also
put Iran’s inflation in 2022
at 45.8 percent and said
the rate would increase to
47 percent in the current
year, Tasnim News Agency
reported on Tuesday.
According to the IMF, the
balance of Iran’s current
accounts in 2023 would
hit 3.4 percent of the gross
domestic product (Gbp), 0.8
percent down from the pre-
vious year. Based on IMF
prediction, Iran unemploy-
ment would remain single
digit by yearend, though
posting a 0.1 percent surge
compared with a year earli-
er to reach 9.4 percent.

Iran’s annual
aquatics
production
to amount to
1.4m tons

( Economy Desk )

Iran’s fishery production is
estimated to hit 1.4 million
tons by March 19, 2024 of
which 620,000 tons per-
tains to aquaculture and
the rest to fishing sector.
Hassan-Ali Qalibaf, an advi-
sor to the head of the Iran
Fisheries Organization
(1F0) announced the above
on Tuesday during his vis-
it to western province of
Kermanshah, according to
ISNA.

The country’s focus is on
aquaculture sector to in-
crease the fisheries pro-
duction. Also the develop-
ment on Makran and Beris
coasts will be among Iran’s
fishery megaprojects in the
next two years, according
to the official.

The per capita consump-
tion of aquatic products
in the country is currently
13.8 kg per year which the
figure is far from the global
per capita consumption of
aquatic products, which is
over 20 kg.

Iran Fisheries Organiza-
tion (1F0), is making efforts
to increase the sea food
consumption among the
people in the country, the
official added.

( Economy Desk )

Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi opened four metro
stations in Tehran amid
efforts by his government
to expand the public trans-
port network in the capital
city.

The stations opened on
Tuesday by Raisi included
three on Line 7 and one on

Raisi iInaugurates
four metro stations in Tehran

Line 6 of the Tehran Metro,
IRNA reported.

The new stations expand
the metro system in Teh-
ran by 8.5 kilometers, ac-
cording to a statement by
the Municipality of Tehran,
which controls the metro
system in the city. It said
the construction of the new
lines had taken some eight
years.

The Tehran Metro is cur-
rently 283 kilometers in
length and has 154 sta-
tions.

In the opening ceremo-
ny, Raisi hailed efforts by
young Iranian engineers
and technicians to expand
the public transport net-
work, saying his govern-
ment will increase its fund-
ing for subway projects to

increase the number of
wagons delivered to the
underground transport
network in Tehran.

“Today, the focus of the ef-
forts of Tehran Municipal-
ity officials in the field of
transportation is to solve
the two serious problems
of traffic and pollution,
and we are witnessing the
round-the-clock efforts of

all related departments in
the municipality,” he added.
Raisi also noted that the
metro is one of the best
systems for reducing travel
time and costs, as well as
helping to manage pollu-
tion. He added that it is also
a safe and low-risk means
of transportation and helps
to reduce transportation
accidents.

Iraq plans to import
Turkmen gas via Iran
in swap deal

Iraq may buy up to 10 billion cubic meters of natural gas
per year from Turkmenistan following talks between of-
ficials of both countries held in Baghdad in recent days.
Turkmengas Chairman Maksat Babayev led a delegation
to Baghdad over October 5-8 and held detailed negotia-
tions with Iraq’s Minister of Electricity Ziad Ali Fadel to
supply Iraq with gas from Turkmenistan under a swap
arrangement through neighboring Iran, Platts reported,
citing a statement from the Turkmenistan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

On October 6, Iraq’s Ministry of Electricity signed a mem-
orandum of understanding to import natural gas from
Turkmenistan during Turkmenistan’s Minister of State
visit to Baghdad, but details of the volume of gas were
not provided.

An Iraqi delegation will visit Turkmenistan on October
25 to sign a supply contract to import natural gas from
the central Asian country, the Iraqi prime minister’s office
said on Saturday.

Babayev is scheduled to attend the Oil and Gas of Turk-
menistan forum in Ashgabat from October 25-27, where
more talks will be held.

Iraq has been importing around 1.5 billion cubic feet of
natural gas per day from Iran through two pipelines. Sup-
ply has been inconsistent given difficulties in transferring
costs in US dollars to Iran because of US sanctions and
increased domestic demand during summer.

Iran has surpassed region-
al countries in oil and gas
exploration since its cur-
rent government took of-
fice two years ago, said the
head of the National Irani-
an O0il Company (N10C).

Mohsen Khojasteh-Mehr
added that three oilfields
— namely Hirkan in the
northeastern province of
Golestan and Tengoo and
Genaveh in the southwest-
ern province of Bushehr
— as well as the Chesh-
meh Shour gas field in the
northeastern province
of Khorasan Razavi have
been discovered in the
two-year period, increas-
ing the country’s recover-
able liquid hydrocarbons
by more than 2.6 billion
barrels, Shana reported.

The NIOC CEO said 3D
seismic data acquisition
operations have jumped by
more than 300 percent un-
der the incumbent govern-
ment when compared with
surveys carried out during
the previous years, indicat-
ing Iran has excelled in the
region’s oil and gas explo-
ration.

Last week, Oil Minis-
ter Javad Owiji said Iran
stood top among regional
countries, including Saudi
Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, the
United Arab Emirates, and
Qatar, in terms of explora-
tion.

All wells drilled for explo-
ration purposes under the
current Iranian govern-
ment have contained hy-
drocarbon, meaning that

NIOC outdoes regional countries
in oil, gas exploration

the exploration success
rate has stood at 100 per-
cent, he continued.

Given the latest discover-
ies, the reserve replace-
ment ratio for liquid hy-
drocarbon is 87 percent,
mentioned the minister.
He explained that it means

if 100 barrels of crude oil

and gas condensates are
produced in Iran and con-
sumed inside the country
or exported to other coun-
tries, 87 barrels of that
output have been replaced
by newly-discovered de-
posits.

India’s Ministry of
Commerce and In-
dustry on Tuesday
announced a nine per-
cent growth in Iran’s
export of goods to the
South Asian country in
the first seven months
of 2023.

The official statistics

indicated that India’s
trade exchanges with
Iran from January to
July 2023 reached
$1.171 billion, Tasnim
News Agency reported.
According to the re-
port, India’s exports
of products to Iran in
the first seven months

of the current year hit
$778 million, showing
a 37 percent decline
compared to the same
period last year.

This is while India had
exported $1.243 bil-
lion worth of goods to
Iran from January to
July 2022.

India imported over
$393 million worth of
products from Iran in
the first seven months
of 2023, registering
a nine percent hike
compared to last
year’s corresponding
period.

India had imported §

y July 2023, the report
$361 million worth of T

Iranian exports to India up 9% in seven months

products from Iran be-
tween January and July
2022. Rice, fresh fruits,
and tea were among
the main products ex-
ported from India to
Iran during this period.
In this timespan, India
exported $539 million,
$30 million, and $18
million worth of rice,
fresh fruits, and tea to
Iran, respectively.

In return, Iran export-
ed oil products, raw
materials for produc-
ing paint, and various
types of fresh fruits to
India from January to

added.
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Istfahan Province boasts eight world heritage
caravanserais from Safavid era

Aminabad Caravanserai

° MEHR
( Iranica Desk )

In the 45th session of UNESCO’s World
Heritage Committee, 54 Iranian car-
avanserais were recognized as world
heritage sites. Isfahan had the highest
number of recognized caravanserais
amongall provinces, with a total of eight.
While this province boasts many cara-
vanserais, only a select few were chosen
for recognition as world heritage sites.
These include the Gaz, Aminabad, Ma-
ranjab, Neyestanak, Kuhpayeh, Gabra-
bad, Sheikh Ali Khan, and Mahyar cara-
vanserais.

Isfahan’s status as the capital during
the Safavid era is the main reason for
its having the highest number of rec-
ognized caravanserais among all prov-
inces in Iran. While the claim by French
traveler, Jean Chardin, that there were
1,080 caravanserais in Isfahan during
the Safavid era may be exaggerated,
researchers have consistently noted
that the Safavid era was a golden age for

Madar Shah Caravanserai
wikimedia.org

caravanserai construction due to the
flourishing trade atthe time. Asaresult,
more importance was given to the es-
tablishment of related facilities along
theroads,IRNAwrote.

During the Safavid era, due to the impor-
tance of pilgrimage routes, especially the
route from Isfahan to Mashhad, a large
number of caravanserais were built.
During this era, caravanserai architects
maximized space utilization and en-
sured compatibility with local climatic
conditions. While the four-ivan (four-ter-
race) plan was the most common, they
also designed regular and irregular po-
lygonal structures, as well as two-ivan
and circular buildings, demonstrating
their creativity and innovation.
Aminabad Caravanserai in Isfahan is
one of those that have been recognized
as aworld heritage site due to its octag-
onal shape and other features appreci-
ated by experts,including authenticity.
As during the Safavid era, great impor-
tance was placed on art, various forms

of it flourished, ranging from calligra-
phy and painting to architecture, tile-
work, and other decorative elements
associated with buildings, especially in
Isfahan.

During this era, the progress of Iranian
architecture was more evident than
ever before, and caravanserais, as one
of the public utility buildings in which
the Safavid rulers invested, underwent
transformations such as the addition of
decorative elements.

Isfahan’s caravanserais boast a rich
history, with some possessing the nec-
essary capacity and historical value to
be included in the Iranian caravanse-
rais dossier. However, due to various
reasons, such as new and incomplete
constructions within their boundaries,
they have unfortunately been unable to
beincluded inthis esteemed dossier.
Hamid Binayi, a cultural heritage ex-
pert, said Isfahan’s status as the capital
of the Safavid era resulted in the region
having the largest number of caravan-
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serais. While this presented an oppor-
tunity to include more caravanserais
fromIsfahaninthe dossier,somedidnot
meetthenecessary conditions.
Madar Shah Caravanserai of Murche-
hkhort, located 45 kilometers north of
Isfahan, was considered one of the best
caravanserais in the area. However, it
was eventually removed from the list of
caravanserais due to difficulties associ-
ated with preservingitsboundariesand
surrounding environment.
Binayiadded thatduringthe visits of cul-
tural heritage experts, it was reported
that construction activities were taking
placearound the Madar Shah Caravanse-
rai, aimed at developing aroadside com-
plex, which were encroaching upon the
boundaries of the historicalsite.
“Thisisafour-ivan Safavid caravanserai
that was built during the reign of Shah
Abbas II. It is said that political delega-
tions traveling to Isfahan would spend
theirlastnightatthislocationbeforear-
riving at the capital city and putting on

Kuhab Caravanserai
iranview.ir

their formal attire,” headded.
He noted that the caravanserai, which
is located between Shahin Shahr and

Isfahan, has now been converted into a
touristaccommodation.

“Weinspected all the caravanserais that
met our criteria for necessary facilities.
We held multiple sessions to discuss
their situation and determine our pre-
ferred options. Our goal was to make in-
formed choices and avoid selecting any
caravanserais that could potentially
pose challenges for the dossier;” he said.
He continued by referring to the Cara-
vanserai of Shah Abbasi of Natanz, also
known as Kuhab. He said, “The caravan-
seraiisavery beautiful monumentwith
a special plan and in an extraordinary
area, but excessive interventions by in-
vestors have caused damage to the au-
thenticity of the building.”

From his perspective, caravanserais
should be entrusted to the private sector
with greater sensitivity and care, so that
theirauthenticityisnotcompromised.

Kurdestan Province to host

firstint’l exhibition of medical tourism

Eslamabad-e-Gharb home to
capital of Iran’s oak forest

fararu.com

( Iranica Desk )

The first international exhibi-
tion of medical tourism will be
held in Kurdestan Province in
November.

According to ISNA, the Direc-
tor General of the province’s
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Organization Man-
sour Mehrzad announced that
the exhibition will take place in
the Provincial capital of Sanan-
daj, with the aim of introducing
and developing the capacity of
medical tourism in Iran, espe-

ciallyin Kurdestan Province.

He added that the province has
a great potential for investment
in the fields of health and econ-
omy.

The exhibition will feature
over 120 pavilions showcasing
various commodities related
to medical tourism, including
beauty, dentistry, traditional
medicine, herbal remedies, and
medical equipment. The event
will also host trade delegations
and private companies from
Kurdistan region of Iraq, Rus-
sia, Belarus, Oman, Turkey, and

Germany, and will include B2B
meetings and workshops.
Mehrzad harbored hope that
the exhibition will attract Iraqi
touriststothe provinceand con-
tribute to the development of
tourismintheregion.

The first international exhibi-
tion of health tourism in west-
ern Iran is being organized by
the private sector in collabora-
tion with relevant authorities,
and will be held for three days
from November 5 to 7 at the
Permanent Exhibition Center of
Kurdestan Province.

< Iranica Desk )

Eslamabad-e-Gharb, in Ker-
manshah Province, which con-
tains oak forests dating back a
thousand years, is nowadays
popularamong tourists around
the world. Head of the Cultural
Heritage Department of this
county claims that Eslamabad
is the fifth village that travel-
ers to the holy shrines of Iraq
pass through during the lunar
months of Muharram and Safar,
given to the popularity this re-
gionhasgained.

“Various historical sites such as
Sarab-e Harasam, a tourist des-
tination village and Shian Dam,
which is a tourist complex, has
been built on this route to wel-
cometheshrinevisitorsontheir
wayback,”headded.

He highlighted the fact that this
county owns 350 historical
sites and only 287 of them have
beenregistered.

“In the center of Eslamabad
village there is an ancient hill
called Chogha Gavane, which
due to researchers, dates back
to 4,000 years ago,” he said,

pointing outthe three Fire Tem-
plesof Eslamabad arelocated in
Palangard, Milmilaga and Shian
villages.

Henoted the importance of nat-
ural attractions, as an example
of which are the oak forests of
theregion.

“The forest of oak trees starts
from Sorkhak and Barzeh vil-
lages to 30 kilometers away,
black drainage basin and can
attract a lot of attention from
nature lovers,” he added, saying
that brochures are being pub-
lished tointroduce thisvillage.
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Historic opportunity to choose

What decisions will

Arab governments make?

Some Arab countries like the UAE, Bahrain, Moroc-
co, and even Sudan, which had previously signed
the Abraham Peace Agreement with Israel, did not
take a clear stance on Israel-Hamas conflict saying
itisbetter for both sides to return to the negotiation
table.

Regardless of what is happening on the battlefield,
it should be noted thatin the political arena, events
have occurred that somehow indicate that the Pal-
estinianresistance operations against Tel Avivhave
altered the political landscape of the region, or at
least, many regional countries do not know how
to deal with a major ambiguity called "adopting a
clear position." Since the first rocket and missile by
Hamas landed in the occupied territories on Sat-
urday, countries like Qatar and Egypt have openly
stated theirroles. Forexample, Doha,duetoitslong-
standing relationship with Palestinian resistance
groups, especially Hamas, condemned these at-

tacks as a provocation by Israel and its intermittent
attacks on Al-Agsa Mosque. Even Monday, one of
Hamasleadersannounced thatthe Qataris had pro-
posed to mediate in the prisoner exchange process
between the two warring parties. Egypt, too, due to
its traditional role in the Palestinian-Israeli dossier
andbecauseithastaken charge of managingthe Ra-
fah border crossing, has repeatedly offered media-
tion for the exchange of prisoners to Hamas, but so
far,therehasbeennoresponseto Cairo'srequest.

However, some Arab countries like the UAE, Bah-
rain, Morocco, and even Sudan, which had previ-
ously signed the Abraham Peace Agreements with
Israel, did not take a clear stance and only rein-
forced their incursion into Gaza, saying that both
sides should return to the negotiation table. In this
regard, the American website Axios reported, cit-
ing a U.S. official, that Antony Blinken, the U.S. Sec-
retary of State, had requested his counterparts in

some Arab countries that had signed agreements
(the Abraham Accords) with Israel to condemn the Op-
eration Al-Agsa Storm, but they did not act on this
request. This is while in Riyadh, all political and se-
curity levels are actively working to de-escalate the
bloody conflict in the occupied territories. Mean-
while, Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan held
atelephone conversation with Antony Blinken, the
U.S. Secretary of State, and Josep Borrell, the EU's
High Representative for Foreign Affairs, emphasiz-
ing the need for cooperation to stop the tensions
and Riyadh's opposition to targeting civilians, as
well as the importance of all parties respecting in-
ternational and humanitarian laws. But the reality
is that most other Arab countries do not know how
to position themselves regarding Israel and the cur-
rent developments. In other words, it is not clear
whether the Arabs should adopt a position "in fa-
vor" or "against" Tel Aviv.
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Multiple fronts of resistance
catastrophe for Zionist entity

By Arafat For the second day in a
Abu Zaid
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On the Palestinian front, popular support for the resistance
continued, with people standing by itand supportingit.
Ontheregionallevel, the Islamic Republicrenewed its support
for the resistance through a phone call made by Iranian Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi to the leaders of Hamas and the Islamic
Jihad, Ismail Haniyeh and Ziyad al-Nakhalah, respectively. The
Turkish presidentalso tookapositionand called fora de-esca-
lation of the situation between the two sides.

On the international front, the dangerous position of the US
was revealed through its Department of Defense, which an-
nounced the sending of an aircraft carrier near the Zionist en-
tityand providingitwith an emergency military aid package.
Theresistance pressured the occupation by focusing its clash-
es on the border areas of the Gaza Strip, especially areas that
have a number of military bases. The resistance also succeed-
ed in replacing and reinforcing its forces that participated in
the first day of the battle with new forces. This shows the cre-
ativity of the tactic used by the resistance and highlights its
ability to send various equipment and supplies to the fighters
inside the Gaza Strip despite the around-the-clock flights of
the occupation’s warplanes over the Gaza Strip and their in-
tensive airstrikes on residential buildings, which resulted in
the deaths of many children, women, and older persons.

It can be said that the resistance’s decision to start the battle
by targeting the top military leadership in the Gaza Strip and
the southern region paralyzed communication and caused a
real disruption for all the forces in the Gaza Strip and the Zi-
onist forces on the outskirts of the Gaza Strip. The Israeli army
announced this morning the names and pictures of 26 killed
leaders and officers, including the commander of the Nahal
Brigade, the commander of a communications unit, the com-
mander ofacompany in the Internal Front Command, the com-
mander of a multidimensional unit, the commander of a sec-
tion and a military officer in the Internal Front, and a logistics
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officerin Battalion 51. All ofthem werekilled in the earlyhours
ofthebattle. Unlike otherleaderswhowere captured by there-
sistance, thishas shown a greatstate of chaos in the Gaza Strip.
Moreover,according to Hebrew media sources, there hasbeen
an increase in cases of injury and accidental killing. The set-
tlers refuse to stop for their army, thinking they are Palestin-
ianresistance membersdisguised in Israeli military uniforms.
The army responds by opening fire when the settlers refuse to
stop, believing thatthe settlers are Palestinianresistors.

The cominghoursare crucialin the currentconfrontation, and
theZionistsfearthatthe openingof multiple fronts, which they
consider a catastrophe if it occurs, has begun to take shape
on the ground. Hezbollah announced a military operation in
three locations against the enemy with a large number of ar-
tillery shells and guided missiles, directly hitting the security
and military establishment of the Zionist entity, which have
notyet awakened to what is happening on the southern front.
Therefore, the second day of the Battle of Al-Agsa and the
scenes circulating in official and social media serve as a new
confirmation ofthe creativity of the resistance and its ability to
change the equations.

In my estimation, the escalating and significant state of failure
—whichisbeyondthe capacity ofthe Zionistsecurityand mili-
tary establishmenttobear —hasled the mini-security council
ofthe occupation to officially declare thatitisin a state of war.
Therefore, we will soon be facing Zionist coverage of the fail-
ure and collapse suffered by the Israeli occupation army. This
coverage will aim to attempt to restore even a small part of the
deterrence image that collapsed in the face of the resistance
in Gaza. In the coming hours and days, the occupation has no
choice but to continue its greater destruction and bombing of
theinfrastructure in Gazaandresidential buildings as partofa
policy of collective punishment to inflict the largestnumber of
Palestinian casualties.
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UK, Ireland
confirmed
as Euro 2028
hosts

REUTERS

BBC - The United Kingdom
and Republic of Ireland will
host the 2028 European
Championship, UEFA has
confirmed.

The joint bid ran unopposed
after Turkey withdrew to
focus on a bid with Italy for
Euro 2032, which was also
confirmed at a meeting in
Switzerland.

Both bids ran unopposed
but still needed official ap-
proval from UEFA.

The UK and Ireland focused
on Euro 2028, with UEFA's
approval, after they ended
a plan to be Europe’s pre-
ferred candidate for the
2030 World Cup.

It is understood that Car-
diff’s Principality Stadium
will host the opening match
of the 2028 tournament
with the final at London’s
Wembley.

The Republic of Ireland,
Northern Ireland and Wales
have never hosted a major
football tournament.
Matches at Euro 2028 are
set to be held at 10 dif-
ferent grounds, including
Glasgow’s Hampden Park
and Dublin’s Aviva Stadium.
Belfast’'s Casement Park and
Everton’s Bramley-Moore
Dock, the former unbuilt
while the latter is still under
construction, were also in-
cluded in the bid.

England were one of the 11
countries to host Euro 2020
along with Scotland, as well
as being sole hosts of the
1966 World Cup and Euro
‘96. England also hosted the
record-breaking Women's
European Championship in
2022.

While Italy had only bid for
the 2032 tournament, Tur-
key had initially bid to host
both Euro 2028 and 2032.
Turkey withdrew from the
running to host Euro 2028
last week after their bid
with Italy for 2032 was ap-
proved by European foot-
ball’s governing body.

They have 20 potential host
stadiums, of which 10 will
be chosen, five per country,
by October 2026.

Turkey hosted June’s Cham-
pions League final between
Manchester City and Inter
Milan at Istanbul’s Ataturk
Olympic Stadium, but a
major international tourna-
ment has never been held in
the country.

European champions Italy
hosted the Euros in 1968
and 1980, while Rome’s Sta-
dio Olimpico was also used
as a venue at Euro 2020.
Germany will host Euro
2024 with the most recent
championship being played
in 2021 instead of 2020 be-
cause of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Staging a major tour-
nament usually means the
hosts qualify automatically.
But, when it comes to
co-hosting, qualification for
all five host nations is not
guaranteed.

It is unlikely UEFA will offer
more than two places, so
three could miss out.

FIVB Olympic Qualifying Tournament:
Iran to pin hopes on a world-class coach

after Rio fiasco

Iranian middle-blocker
Mohammad Mousavi (6) and
setter Mohammad-Taher Vadi
(18) are seen in action against
Brazil at the Olympic Qualifying
Tournament in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, on October 7, 2023.
FIVB

( Sports Desk )

Iranian volleyball will
lean towards bringing in a
high-profile foreign coach
for the national team after
hitting rock bottom at the
FIVB Olympic Qualifying
Tournament in Rio de Ja-
neiro.

The Asian powerhouse fin-
ished second from bottom
in the eight-team table of
Pool A - registering a single
victory over Qatar - as the
country’s aspirations for a
place in next year’s Paris
Olympics now appears to
be fading away.

Germany was the surprise
package of the group, mak-

ing a clean sweep of seven
wins to finish above Brazil,
with reigning world cham-
pion Italy in third.

Poland, Canada, USA, and Ja-
pan also secured an Olympic
berth as the top two finish-
ers in Pools B and C.

The other five quotas will
be decided through the
FIVB Men'’s World Ranking
by the end of the prelimi-
nary phase of 2024 Volley-
ball Nations League (VNL).
Egypt will likely take the
African slot for the Games,
while the other four spots
will go to the four high-
est-ranked teams, which
have not qualified yet.

As it stands in the FIVB

Ranking, Italy (third),
Argentina (sixth), Slove-
nia (seventh), and Serbia
(ninth) are the favorites to
qualify for the Olympics,
with Iran lagging behind in
the 15th place.

Iran’s qualification cam-
paign was the latest epi-
sode in a disastrous five
months under Behrouz
Ataei - featuring a disap-
pointing VNL run followed
by a straight-set defeat
against Japan on home soil
in the Asian Championship
final - which eventual-
ly led to the Iranian head
coach stepping down from
his role after a 3-1 defeat
against the Czech Republic

[

midway through the tour-
nament in Brazil.

His resignation came two
years after he had become
the first domestic coach on
Iran’s bench in more than a
decade by taking over from
Russian Vladimir Alekno
following a group stage exit
at the Tokyo Olympics.
Ataei’s rejuvenated side got
off to a flying start in the
new era as it defeated host
Japan for the Asian crown
in 2021 and then went on
to progress to VNL quarter-
finals a year later.

Ataei was faced with the
flip side of his job when
the below-par results in
the summer saw the pun-

dits and former players in
the country question his
credentials for the rest of
the way, urging the Irani-
an Volleyball Federation to
make drastic changes in the
coaching staft.
Mohammadreza Davarzani,
the chairman of the federa-
tion, said at the time that he
would avoid an “impulsive
decision-making”, as a hec-
tic fixtures list - including
an untimely participation at
the Asian Games right be-
fore the Olympic qualifiers
- was coming Iran’s way.
However, in a statement af-
ter Sunday’s five-set defeat
against Cuba, the head of
the federation conceded to

the “failed strategy [over
the past two years]”, while
he vowed to “hire a world-
class coach and put in all
our efforts to succeed in
next year’s Volleyball Na-
tions League and qualify for
the Paris Olympics.”
Several high-profile names
have been brought up in
the Iranian media in recent
days - most notably French-
man Stéphane Antiga, Ital-
ian Andrea Anastasi, and
Belgian Vital Heynen, who
led Poland to the world title
in 2018 - though it might
take a while for the Iranian
volleyball governing body
to mull over who will be in
charge of the team next.

Sepahan, Al Ittihad set for rescheduled encounter: Report

C Sports Desk )

The AFC Champions
League fixture between
Persian Gulf Pro League
club Sepahan and Saudi
side Al Ittihad will be re-
scheduled for a new date,
the Arabic edition of the
Goal website reported.

The Group C game in Isfa-
han’s Nagsh-e Jahan Sta-
dium was called off right
before the kickoff on Oc-
tober 2 after the Saudi Pro
League giant reportedly
refused to take to the pitch
for unknown reasons.

In a statement later in the
day, the Asian Football
Confederation said the
match was canceled for
“unanticipated and un-
foreseen circumstances”,
adding: “This matter will
now be referred to the rel-
evant committees.”

Goal added Sepahan could
be fined by the AFC and
the club will have to name
a new home venue for the

Sepahan play
October 2, 2023.
MORTEZA SALEHI/TASNIM

contest.

Al Ittihad wrote on X, for-
merly known as Twitter,
last week that the club was

informed by the AFC’s or-
ganizing official that “the
game would not take place
on the scheduled date and

the team is allowed to
leave the stadium.”

Several sources, including
the Iranian Fars and Tas-

and coaching staff leave the pitch after their game against Al Ittihad is called off at the Naqsh-e Jahan Stadium, Isfahan, Iran, on

nim new agencies, report-
ed that the players of the
Saudi side did not leave
the dressing room due to a

bust of Iranian Quds Force
General Qassem Soleima-
ni, who was assassinat-
ed in a US drone strike
near the Baghdad airport
in January 2020, being
placed at the entrance to
the pitch.

“Everything was in place
for a proper game of foot-
ball but Al Ittihad came up
with demands that were
not sport-related at all,”
Sepahan CEO Mohammad-
reza Saket said afterwards.
Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
said last Wednesday that
the two countries have
agreed on a second date
for the encounter, while
calling on the Asian foot-
ball governing body to “act
on a technical basis when
deciding on the situation.”
Sepahan, third in the
group with a point, will
play away to Uzbekistan’s
AGMK on October 23, with
Al Ittihad hosting Iraq’s
Air Force Club.
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Leader: Zionists will receive

'heavier slap’

4

( International Desk )

Iran’s Leader on Tuesday
praised the Palestinian
youth and masterminds of
Operation Al-Agsa Storm
against Israel for achieving
a remarkable victory, re-
jecting as “miscalculations”
the claims that the “epic”
act was not a “Palestinian
job”.

“The usurping Zionist re-
gime suffered an irrepara-
ble defeat both in terms of
military and intelligence,”
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei told a gradua-
tion ceremony of military
cadets in Tehran.

Some US and Israeli offi-
cials had accused Tehran
of being behind the attack.
However, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said
on Sunday that he had “not
yet seen evidence that Iran
directed or was behind
this particular attack, but
there’s certainly a long re-
lationship”.

Ayatollah Khamenei said
the Israelis should blame
themselves for the defeat
but instead, they have opt-
ed to play the victim.

The Leader said no Muslim
nation in contemporary
history has ever faced a
regime as hostile and cru-
el as Israel. Neither has
any nation been under as
much pressure, siege, and
shortage as the Palestinian
nation.

“In addition, the US and the
UK have not supported any
cruel government as much
they supported the fake
regime” of Israel, he added.
However, now that the
evil and cruel enemy has
received the slap, it has
adopted a policy of playing
the victim, he said, adding,
“Others including the me-
dia of the global arrogance
help it”

“The Zionists should know
that after massacring the
people of Gaza, they will
receive a heavier slap.”

|

War crime

The Palestinian Health
Ministry said Tuesday
the Israeli airstrikes have
killed at least 704 people
and injured more than
3,900 people since the un-
precedented operation by
Hamas.

Israeli energy minister Is-
rael Katz said on Monday
that he had instructed au-
thorities to cut the water
supply to the Gaza Strip.
Secretary of Iran’s High
Council for Human Rights
Kazem Gharibabadi de-
nounced the move as a
“war crime,” Press TV re-
ported.

Nearly 200K
displaced

Meanwhile, the UN hu-
manitarian office said
on Tuesday that nearly
200,000 people or nearly
a tenth of the Gaza pop-
ulation have fled their
homes since the start of
hostilities, adding that it

is poised for shortages of
water and electricity due
to a possible blockade, Re-
uters reported.
“Displacement has escalat-
ed dramatically across the
Gaza Strip, reaching more
than 187,500 people since
Saturday. Most are taking
shelter in schools,” Jens
Laerke, spokesperson for
the United Nations Office
for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs, told a
Geneva briefing, stating fur-
ther displacement was ex-
pected as clashes continue.
The World Health Orga-
nization said that it had
reported 13 attacks on
health facilities in the
Gaza Strip since the week-
end and that its medical
supplies stored there had
already been used up. The
organization on Tuesday
called for a humanitari-
an corridor into the Gaza
Strip as Israel imposes a
siege on the blockaded
Palestinian enclave.

leader.ir
Also, an AFP photographer
and a non-governmental
organization said Gaza's
Rafah border crossing
with Egypt — its only one
not controlled by Isra-
el — was hit by an Israeli
airstrike Tuesday for the
third time in 24 hours.
The regime’s embassy in
the US said on Tuesday
that the death toll from
Hamas'’s attack on Israel
has now exceeded 1,000,
AFP reported.
The EU and [Persian]
Gulf Cooperation Council
called for sustained aid
to the Palestinian Terri-
tories on Tuesday. “They
stressed the importance
of sustained financial
support for UNRWA (the
UN relief agency for Pal-
estinians) and to continue
humanitarian and devel-
opment support for Pal-
estinians in the occupied
territories,” said a joint
declaration read out by
EU foreign policy chief Jo-

sep Borrell.

This was while the first
wave of US security assis-
tance was on its way to
Israel, announced White
House national security
spokesman John Kirby on
Tuesday, adding that more
US assistance is to come.

Prisoner swap

Qatar said Tuesday it was
too soon to start brokering
talks on a potential pris-
oner exchange between
Israel and Hamas after the
resistance group captured
around 150 Israelis in the
wide-scale surprise attack.
An American mayor has
been slammed for promot-
ing violence and Islam-
ophobia, over his “abhor-
rent” remarks referring to
pro-Palestine protesters as
“extremists” who support
“terrorism”.

As fighting is underway
between Palestinian re-
sistance fighters and the
Israeli regime, many have
expressed their support
for Palestine. Hundreds of
people marched in Man-
hattan’s New York City on
Sunday to express their
support for Palestine. An-
other pro-Palestine rally
took place outside the
Israeli consulate in New
York City on Monday. It
was organized by Within
Our Lifetime, a Palestin-
ian-led advocacy organi-
zation.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahi-
an said that in separate
phone calls with a num-
ber of his counterparts
from Muslim countries,
he called for an immediate
emergency meeting of the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (0IC) to dis-
cuss the Palestinian issue.
In a telephone conversa-
tion with OIC Secretary
General Hissein Brahim
Taha on Monday, he ex-
pressed Iran’s readiness to
play host to the emergency
meeting.

Uncertainty in oil market after Israel-Hamas conflict

( International Desk )

PERSPECTIVE

Fear of the expansion of the
ongoing conflict between
Israel and Hamas to a re-
gional war has jolted the
global oil market in recent
days and caused uncertain-
ty in its future price.

Israel and Palestine are not
oil producers, but the Mid-
dle East region accounts for
almost a third of the global
supply. It is home to some
of the world’s major oilpro-
ducers, including Iran‘and

"Ara €

transit routes such as the
Strait of Hormuz, which is
known as the world’s most
important oil chokepoint.
Energy analyst Saul Kavon-
ic told the BBC that global
oil prices have risen “due to
the prospect of a wider con-
flagration that could spread
to nearby major oil-produc-
ing nations such as Iran and
Saudi Arabia”.

On Tuesday, oil prices eased
after rallying more than
4% in the previous session,
with traders cautious as

Analysts believe that the
conflict itself has no direct
effect on the oil market. The
main concern, however, is
about the growing tensions
between Israel and Iran.
Iran is one of the main sup-
porters of the Palestinian
resistance groups and also
a major oil producer in the
region. Even though Iran
has repeatedly announced
its support for the Pales-
tinian resistance groups,
it has denied involvement
in the ongoing conflict.
he USiand Israel have

they have seen no evidence
to support Iranian involve-
ment. Caroline Bain, chief
commodities economist
at Capital Economics, says
that Iran has been increas-
ing oil production over the
course of this year despite
US sanctions.

“The US seems to have
turned a blind eye to a
steady increase in Iranian
production, that... is going
to be more difficult for the
US to ignore going forward
from here,” she said.
Overall, Bain: said, Cap

demand for oil to exceed
supply in the final three
months of the year, and
“that should support high-
er prices”.

Vivek Dhar, an energy an-
alyst, believes that Brent
oil will ultimately stabilize
between $90-$100 a bar-
rel in Q4 2023, adding that
the Palestine-Israel conflict
raises the risk of Brent fu-
tures tracking at $100 a
barrel and above.

This may have forced the
US to hold talks with Ven-

~ezuela in a bid to control

have told Reuters that Ven-
ezuela and the US have pro-
gressed in talks that could
provide sanctions relief
to Caracas by allowing at
least one additional foreign
oil firm to take Venezuelan
crude oil under some con-
ditions.

Conflicts in the world usu-
ally have a direct impact on
the oil market. Last year, oil
prices experienced a sharp
rise, hitting more than $120
a barrel in June following
Russia’s military operation
in Ukraine., ==

Iran, Sudan
to resume
diplomatic
relations

REUTERS - Iran and Sudan
agreed on Monday to restore
diplomatic relations, both
said in a joint statement,
seven years after they were
severed and three months
after a meeting between
their foreign ministers.
“Iran and Sudan decided to
resume their diplomatic re-
lations ...the two sides also
agreed to take the necessary
measures to open their em-
bassies in the near future
and to exchange official del-
egations,” the statement said.
The decision “came after a
number of high-level com-
munications between the two
countries and will serve their
mutual interests”, the Suda-
nese foreign ministry said.
Sudan, currently in the midst
of a devastating war, joined
seven other states in cutting
ties with Tehran in support
of Saudi Arabia in 2016, fol-
lowing demonstrations in
Tehran and Mashhad pro-
testing the killing of Shia
cleric Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr,
which led to tensions be-
tween Tehran and Riyadh.
Saudi Arabia and Iran
agreed to resume ties in
March under a deal nego-
tiated by China, raising ex-
pectations that Tehran and
other Arab countries would
fully re-establish diplomatic
relations.

Iran’s work for
refugees sets
'global example'

Iran is doing great work in
terms of refugees and should
be introduced as a model, an-
nounced the representative
of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR).

“Also, a plan should be pre-
pared, and we should ask
for more funding accord-
ing to the needs of refugees
in Kerman,” said Yumiko
Takashima, IRNA reported.
In a meeting with the new
representative of the UNHCR,
Takashima said, “Only one
percent of the aid provided
for refugees comes from in-
ternational organizations,
and the other 99 percent
comes from the Iranian gov-
ernment.”

“My duty is to inform donor
countries about the good
work the Iranian government
has been doing for refugees
so that we can attract more
funding,” she added.

In another part of the meet-
ing, the director general of
foreign nationals and im-
migrant affairs of Kerman
Province also mentioned
the establishment of Bardsir
City refugee camp’s treat-
ment plant, equipment of 35
schools with new facilities,
distribution of 4,336 educa-
tional packages for refugee
students, and the set up of
solar panels in camp.

“But these measures do not
meet the existing needs and
the United Nations is expect-
ed to play a more active role
regarding Afghan refugees in
Iran,” Rouhollah Khezripour
added.



Cultural
diplomacy
can help
all-out
cooperation:
Official

Iran’s Deputy Culture Min-
ister for Arts Affairs Mah-
moud Salari emphasized
the significance of cultur-
al diplomacy in fostering
comprehensive coopera-
tion.

He made the statement
during the regional con-
ference of cultural attachés
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in neighboring coun-
tries, ICRO reported.
Salari stated that cultur-
al diplomacy, especially
with neighboring nations,
serves as a strategy for en-
hancing political, econom-
ic, and social ties.

On October 7, Iran’s Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance
Minister Mohammad-Me-
hdi Esmaeili also high-
lighted the influential role
of cultural power and its
global resonance in cultur-
al discussions.

He stressed the impor-
tance of family values as a
common human heritage
that unites nations.
Esmaeili also announced
the dispatch of cultural at-
tachés to Latin American
countries and the renewed
focus on the Latin Amer-
ican region within Iran’s
diplomatic efforts.
Regarding Syria and Pales-
tine, Esmaeili mentioned
active engagement and up-
coming visits to strengthen
cultural ties with these na-
tions.

In the past two years, Iran
has been highly active in
the realm of cultural diplo-
macy, particularly through
the Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance and the
Islamic Culture and Rela-
tions Organization (ICRO).
These efforts have resulted
in increased interactions
with cultural authorities
of neighboring countries,
he noted.

Esmaeili pointed out suc-
cessful agreements and
collaborations with Mid-
dle Eastern, Caucasian,
and neighboring countries
from the south of the Per-
sian Gulf.

Numerous ministerial
interactions, reciprocal
visits, and regional and
bilateral conferences have
contributed to the expan-
sion of cultural diplomacy,
the minister continued.
The minister also high-
lighted the growth of
Iran’s cultural activities
abroad, including joint
film productions, cultural
exchange events, and the
signing of new cultural,
artistic, and media agree-
ments.

These efforts aim to facil-
itate cooperation across
various sectors, including
politics and economics.
Organized by ICRO, the
conference began on Octo-
ber 7 and will continue un-
til October 12, to strength-
en cultural ties within the
region.
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Tourism
can
counter

sanctions -
for Iran,
Russia

C

Arts & Culture Desk )

Over the last two decades, Iran and Russia have ex-
panded their ties in various dimensions, with tourism
emerging as a particularly important factor for both
nations. These ties have seen significant developments
thanks to the introduction of a visa exemption policy
for tourists from both countries. The agreement be-
tween the two sides regarding this matter was officially
finalized in early July 2021.

In line with this agreement, citizens of both nations
were given the opportunity to engage in tourist visits
to each other’s countries without the need for visas as
long as they traveled in groups of up to 50 individuals
and their stays did not surpass 15 days. The agreement
went into effect in early September 2023, and the first
group of Iranian tourists went to the North Caucasus
region in Russia — which encompasses the Republics
of Dagestan, Chechnya, Ingushetia, and North Ossetia
— without visas. Considering the strategic significance
of their relations, which can only be described as a two-
way street, the decision to cancel visa requirements and
expand tourism connections between the two nations
opens up various opportunities for both sides.

The movement of tourists between Iran and Russia has
always been in progress due to their geographical prox-
imity. In 2022, the number of Iranian and Russian tour-
ists visiting the other country reached 42,400, which
doubled compared to 2021. Moreover, in the first six
months of 2023, Iranians had the fifth-highest number
of tourists visiting Russia, after Chinese, Turkish, Turk-
men, and German visitors. Meanwhile, even though
most foreign tourists in Iran come from Iraq, Azer-
baijan, Turkey, Pakistan, and Kuwait, approximately
22,000 Russian tourists entered Iran with visas during
the same six-month period.
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The tourism industry is of
great significance to both Iran
and Russia. Prior to the global
outbreak of COVID-19, Russia
had seen more than 10 million
tourists, generating an esti-
mated $10 billion in revenue.
In September 2019, the former
prime minister of Russia Dmitry
Medvedev announced a strate-
gy to develop tourism in Russia
until 2035, aiming to increase
the country’s revenue from the
tourism industry from 3,158
billion rubles to 16,306 billion
rubles by 2035, double the num-
ber of domestic tourist trips,
increase the export of tourism
services from $8.9 billion to
$28.6 billion by 2035, and triple
the investments in tourism by
2035. In 2022, approximately
one million jobs were created in
the tourism industry in Russia.

Tourism'’s contribution to economies

While the successful hosting of
the 2018 FIFA World Cup had
a positive impact on Russia’s
image globally, the conflict in
Ukraine had repercussions for
the country.

Tourism is one of the most im-
portant sources of income for
both Iran and Russia. In 2021,
prior to the Ukraine War, Russia
had an income of approximate-
ly $6.31 billion from tourism
alone. This accounted for 0.28%
of its GDP and nearly 18% of
international tourism revenues
in Eastern Europe. In 2022, de-
spite limitations imposed on
Russia after the Ukraine con-
flict, domestic and internation-
al tourism directly contributed
860 billion rubles to Russia’s
GDP. On the other hand, in Iran,
the tourism industry accounted
for about 4.6% of the country’s

total economy in 2022. Foreign
tourism income for Iran reached
some $1.9 billion in 2020, ap-
proximately $2.5 billion in 2021,
and $6.2 billion in 2022.

The tourism industry is of the
same great importance to Iran,
which is among the world’s
most endowed countries in
terms of historical, natural, and
recreational tourist attractions.
According to statistics, Iran en-
joys more than 4,000 tourist
attractions and is ranked 10th
in historical and cultural attrac-
tions, fifth in natural attractions,
and third in terms of handicraft
diversity. Despite its high poten-
tial, Iran has not yet achieved a
desirable status in the tourism
industry, but in recent years,
there has been an increased fo-
cus on the impact of this sector
on the country’s economy.

Areas to improve

Tourism has always been a
field of interest for both Iran
and Russia, leading to mutual
cooperation efforts in this field
in parallel to their economic,
political, and nuclear energy
cooperation. For example, in
April 2023, a memorandum of
understanding on tourism co-
operation was signed between
the two countries. From co-
operating on tourism, Tehran
and Moscow aim to bring an
increase in the number of tour-
ists in both countries, develop
human resources, promote in-
novation — especially regard-
ing their attractions, cultural
heritage, and natural and recre-
ational resources — exchange
experts, share experiences,
create new maritime tourism
routes, and provide information
on the expansion, management,
and development of various his-
torical, cultural, nature-based,
and adventure tourism.

In recent years, both countries
have faced limitations in selling
their energy resources in global
markets due to Russia’s involve-
ment in the Ukraine conflict, the
imposition of EU and US sanc-
tions on Russia, the intensifica-
tion of sanctions, and the launch
of the “maximum pressure”

campaign against Iran on 2018,
along with the US withdrawal
from the Iran nuclear deal. The
use of domestic currencies of
both countries is important for
the continued operation of the
tourism industry between the
two countries, which, in turn,
can alleviate the impact of sanc-
tions.

However, In addition to eco-
nomic benefits, boosting co-
operation in tourism plays an
important role in the future of
Iran and Russia’s political and
cultural relations and interests.
Tourism plays a very important
role in changing the perspec-
tives of both countries towards
each other, especially in terms
of increasing communication
between the two nations. As
Iran’s Envoy to Russia Kazem
Jalali argues, “Some people in-
side Russia spread Iranopho-
bia, and some others inside Iran
spread Russiaphobia. We be-
lieve that this Russophobia has
its roots in the propaganda of
the West, which does not want
these two countries to make the
most of their capacities with
each other’s help.”

So, it seems that expanding
the tourism industry is vital
for both countries, especial-

ly for Iran in the face of sanc-
tions. For this reason, Moham-
mad-Hossein Sufi, the head
of the Touring & Automobile
Club of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, stated that Iran has pro-
posed the cancellation of visas
to more than 50 countries. A
visa waiver between Iran and
Russia can potentially increase
the capacities of both sides and
open a new horizon in their re-
lations. To this aim, Iran should
prioritize factors such as in-
creasing flight capacity, devel-
oping infrastructure in related
areas including transportation
within the country, and better
coordinating between security
agencies including the police
and tourism agencies.

On the Russian side, as Jala-
li said, it can only help to see
“better behavior with Iranians
at Russian airports, increased
efforts to expand its tourism ca-
pacity, more flights for Moscow
- Tehran and St. Petersburg -
Tehran routes by airlines of
both countries, and the expan-
sion of Russian flights to other
Iranian cities like Rasht, Tabriz,
Sari, Kish, Shiraz, as well as the
expansion of Iranian flights to
the Russian cities of Astrakhan
and Kazan.”



