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Special issue
Gaza in Bloodshed

Children, victims of Israel’s 'savagery'’

Over 700 Palestinian children
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killed in Israel’s strikes

past24hoursalone.

Nine days of Israel's nonstop bombings on the Gaza Strip have claimed the lives of more than 700 innocent Palestinian
children.Thecasualtiesamounttoone-third ofthetotalnumberofPalestinianskilledasaresult oftherecentonslaught
ontheregionbyaregimethatbelievestherearenoinnocentciviliansin Gaza.
The high number of childrenkilled in the attacks has shown the regime’s indifference toward human life and the fate of
civilians, especially children, duringa war.
Israeli PresidentIsaac Herzog said on Friday that there are noinnocent civiliansin Gaza. He said that all citizens of Gaza
areresponsiblefortheattackHamaslaunchedinthe occupiedterritoriesthat left over1,200 people dead.

He said that it is an entire nation out there that is responsible for the war, adding, “It is not true this rhetoric about
civiliansnotbeingaware, notinvolved.”

According to the health ministry in the Gaza Strip, Israeli strikes have killed at least 2,215 individuals, including 724
children.Some 458 women were amongthe deaths, the ministry said on Saturday.

Itadded that 8,714 people have also beenwounded afteran earlier statement said at least 324 people were killed in the

Completeblockade

The regime has also imposed a complete block-
ade on the Palestinian territory, cutting off wa-
ter, fuel, and electricity and preventing aid de-
liveries at crossings into Gaza. The sole power
plantin Gaza ran out of fuel on October 11, forc-
inghospitals torunonbackup generators.
Theregime’ssiegeisalso contributingtoarisein
civilian casualties, especially children who suf-
fermoreinsuchsituations.

No foodto eat

“My four children are eating one meal a day.
There is no water, no electricity, no internet, no
fuel in all of Gaza,” said Mohammad Abu Ruk-
beh, senior Gaza field researcher at Defense for
Children International - Palestine (DCIP). “l am
carrying my children on foot because they are
too paralyzed in fear to walk as we search for
somewhere safe. There is no safe place in Gaza
as Israeli forces rain down bombs in every direc-

tion, everyhourofthe day. Weareisolated people
facingthe fiercestwar machines.”

The United Nations International Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) in a statement on
Friday denounced theKkilling of children in Gaza.
“Hundreds and hundreds of children have been
killed and injured. Every hour in Gaza, the num-
berofchildrenkilledrises. Thekilling of children
muststop,” UNICEF said.

Callfor cease-fire

“UNICEF is calling for an immediate cease-fire as
1.1 million people — nearly half of them children
— have been warned to move out of the way ahead
of what is expected to be a ground assault on one

( International Desk )

Saudi Arabia is putting US-backed plans
to normalize ties with Israel on ice, two
sources familiar with Riyadh's thinking
said, signaling a rapid rethinking of its
foreign policy priorities as war escalates
between Israeland Palestinian resistance

ofthe most densely populated places on the planet
but with nowhere safe for civilians to go,” the state-
mentsaid.“Childrenand familiesin Gazahave prac-
tically run out of food, water, electricity, medicine,

group Hamas.

The conflict has also pushed the kingdom
to engage with Iran. Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman - known as MBS
- took his first phone call from Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi as Riyadh tries to
preventabroader surgeinviolenceacross
theregion, Reuters reported.

and safe access to hospitals, following days of air
strikesand cutstoallsupply routes.”

“Ineverywar, the ones who suffer the mostare chil-
dren. Thisistragically truetoday.”

Saudis put Israel deal on hold amid war, engage with Iran

The two sources told Reuters there
would be a delay in the US-backed talks
on normalization with Israel that was a
key step for the kingdom to secure what
Riyadh considers the real prize of a US
defense pactin exchange.

A source familiar with the discussions
also told AFP that “Saudi Arabia has

decided to pause discussion on possible
normalization and has informed US
officials.”

US national security adviser Jake Sullivan
told a White House briefing this week that
thenormalization effortwas“notonhold,”
butsaid thefocuswasonotherimmediate
challenges.

Israeli military deploys -
Merkava battle tanks close ‘
to the Gaza Strip in southern
occupied territories on October
13,2023,
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US demandrejected

The first source familiar with Saudi thinking said Wash-
ington had pressed Riyadh this week to condemn the
Hamasattackbutsaid Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Fais-
al bin Farhan pushed back. A US source familiar with the
issue confirmedthis.

UntilHamas sparked awar on Oct.7 bylaunchingadevas-
tating attack on Israel, both Israeli and Saudi leaders had
beensayingtheyweremovingsteadily towardsanormal-
izationdeal.

The first source familiar with Riyadh’s thinking told Reu-
ters that talks could not be continued for now and the is-
sue of [sraeli concessions for the Palestinians would need
tobeabigger prioritywhendiscussionsresumed -acom-
mentthatindicates Riyadh hasnotabandoned theidea.
Hamas launched the large-scale attack on Israel on Oc-
tober 7 that killed 1,300 people, sparking a retaliatory
bombing campaign, which Gaza authorities say have
killed more than 2,200, a quarter of them children, and
woundednearly 10,000.



