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Hamas commitment to civilian prisoners

Regarding his discussions with high-ranking officials
of the Hamas movement in Beirut and Doha, the top
Iranian diplomat said that these officials emphasized
their commitment to addressing the issue of civilian
prisoners with an Islamic and humanitarian perspec-
tive.

They also expressed their readiness to take the neces-
saryactionsin thisregardifthe field conditions permit,
Amir-Abdollahianadded.

During the meeting, the Emir of Qatar expressed con-

cern about the humanitarian conditions in Gaza and
stated that Doha’s priority is to halt the crimes in Gaza,
and their position regarding Palestine remains un-
changed. He pointed out that the occupying forces are
responsible for the crimes they commit.

Prior to visiting Qatar, the Iranian foreign minister
demonstrated solidarity with countries resisting the
recent crimes of the Zionist regime through visits to
Iraq, Lebanon, and Syria and declared that the resis-
tanceis prepared for any scenario.
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Israel-Palestine Conflict

Willgreat war lead
togreatpeace?

By Emad Abshenass
Middle East affairs expert

EXCLUSIVE

OPINION

Over the pastthree decades, Israel and the United States
have tried to portray Iran asan enemy and a threat to the
Middle East, often overshadowing the perceived threat
posed by Israel. Unfortunately, this Iranophobic policy
has undermined Muslim unity and deepened divisions
inthelslamicworldinrecentyears. Asaresult, the Pales-
tinian issue, which had traditionally been a central focus
intheIslamicworld, began to fade away.

However, Operation Al-Agsa Storm and the subsequent
Israeli crimes against Gaza have redirected the Islamic
world’s attention back toward the Palestinian cause. A
broad consensus has emerged among Muslim nations
thatfirmly supports the Palestinian people and opposes
Israel. In fact, the historical injustices against Palestine
and the ongoing Israeli atrocities have been recalled
to the forefront of the global consciousness. Massive
demonstrations have been organized in Islamic and
non-Islamic countries against Israel and in solidarity
with the people of Gaza.

The United States tried hard to putan end to the Palestin-
ianissuebynormalizingrelations between Arabnations
and Israel, offering no concessions to the Palestinians.
However, in recent days, these plans have been called
into question, with some nations that had previously
signed peace deals with Israel now hinting ata possible
withdrawal fromthose agreements.

For instance, an audio recording of Hosni Mubarak,
Egypt’s former president, wentviralin which he warned
Israel against attempting to displace Palestinians from
Gaza to Egypt, saying such an act could lead to Egypt
withdrawing from the peace treaty and even breaking
outofawar. This audio release serves as a clear warning
from EgypttoIsrael.

Furthermore, even Queen Rania of Jordan, a country
with political ties to Israel, responded to the American
stance that Israel has the right to legitimate defense by
reminding them that Israel is an occupying regime and
that“the occupier hasnorightto self-defense.”
Therefore, the political climate in Muslim countries is
currently in favor of the Palestinian cause, and it is un-
likely that any Muslim leader would dare to establish
political relations with Israel under the prevailing cir-
cumstances.

The key problem lies in Israel’s refusal to recognize any
rights or privileges for Palestinians, which has virtually
rendered unsuccessful any peace plans proposed so far
— be itatwo-state solution or a UN-sponsored referen-
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decidingwhetherto persistin theirunwaveringsupport
for Israel and overlookitsacts, or to come up with acom-
prehensive solution to this decades-old conflict.
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Israel ‘gone beyond self-defence’
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