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The support of Western states for Israel has prompted 
the Zionist regime to intensify the genocide in Gaza, 
the Iranian president said in a phone talk with his 
Russian counterpart amid global calls for de-escala-
tion.
Ebrahim Raisi blamed the doomed US policies for the 
current humanitarian crisis happening in Gaza, pres-
ident.ir reported.
“The major disaster currently unfolding in the region 

is the result of the doomed policies of the United 
States and other Western supporters of the Zionist 
regime,” he said.
Fears for Palestinians trapped in the heavily bombard-
ed Gaza have grown since Israel began preparation for 
the launch of a ground offensive against the enclave.
Iran has warned that an invasion of Gaza would be 
met with a response, prompting fears of a wider con-
flict that could draw in other countries.
In his phone call with Vladimir Putin, Raisi reiterat-
ed the warning of expanding the scope of war, saying 

that he expects all countries and international orga-
nizations, including Russia as a permanent member 
of the United Nations Security Council, to play a more 
effective role in stopping the war crimes of the Zionist 
regime.
Putin also emphasized that Russia’s analysis of the 
reasons for the current crisis in Gaza aligns with 
Iran’s, saying: “The extensive attacks by the Zionist 
regime on a densely populated area where over 2 
million defenseless people live have no justification 
and should be halted as soon as possible.”

US President Joe Biden warned Israel against occu-
pying Gaza in one of his most notable public calls for 
restraint as Israel responds to the large-scale attack 
by Hamas that was launched on October 7 killing 
1,400 people. The Hamas attack sparked a retaliato-
ry bombing campaign, which according to Gaza au-
thorities, has killed more than 2,750 and wounded 

nearly 10,000.
In an interview with CBS’ “60 Minutes” that aired 
Sunday, Biden said it would be a “big mistake” for 
Israel to occupy Gaza. Israel has been signaling it is 
preparing for a ground invasion of Gaza, even as a 
humanitarian crisis grows inside the coastal Pales-
tinian enclave.

“What happened in Gaza, in my view, is Hamas and 
extreme elements of Hamas don’t represent all the 
Palestinian people,” Biden told interviewer Scott 
Pelley.
Biden said he believes Hamas should be eliminated 
entirely, “but there needs to be a Palestinian Author-
ity. There needs to be a path to a Palestinian state.”

Meanwhile, Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian called on China to inter-
vene and put an end to the ongoing carnage 
in the Gaza Strip where Israel is carrying 
out incessant attacks against the civilian 
population living in the enclave.
In a phone call with China’s Foreign Minis-

ter Wang Yi on Sunday, Amir-Abdollahian 
said there is a need for the UN to assume 
its responsibilities with regard to interna-
tional peace and security amid the ongoing 
conflict in Palestine.
He also asked China to use its diplomatic 
capacity to stop the Israeli regime from at-

tacking civilians in Gaza, IRNA reported.
The foreign minister described the collec-
tive punishment imposed by the Israelis on 
Palestinians in Gaza as “unacceptable” while 
reiterating the need for setting up humani-
tarian corridors to deliver aid to the people 
in the enclave.
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