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Autumn’s hidden charms
in desertregions of Iran

( Iranica Desk >

The autumn season, despite
not being widely regarded as
the ideal time for travel due to
the start of the academic year
and shorter days, holds a hid-
den charm that can transform
atravel experience intoanun-
forgettable memory.

As the third season of the Ira-
nian year gracefully unfolds,
temperatures gently decline,
and nature adorns itself with
a breathtaking palette of
changing colors. This pictur-
esque transformation is often
accompanied by the soothing
melody of autumn drizzles,
creating a symphony for the
senses. It is during this time
that the allure of nature tour-
ism reaches its peak, making
it one of the most enchanting
seasonstoexplore.

In the vast expanse of Iran’s
land, where desert and
semi-desert regions domi-
nate, the warm climate of the
first half of the year restricts
visitation. However, autumn
emerges as a golden oppor-
tunity to venture into these
captivatinglandscapes.More-
over, it presents the perfect
chance for a delightful au-
tumn weekend getaway, al-
lowing you to escape the hus-
tle and bustle of everyday life
and immerse yourself in the
tranquility of the season.

One of the most captivating
destinations for autumn trips
near Tehran unveils itself in
the ethereal beauty of the
Varamin Plain and the south-
eastern realms of Tehran
Province. Nestled less than
50 kilometers from Tehran,
thejourneyto Varaminisade-
lightful passage through lush
greenery and enchanting ag-
ricultural plains. The ancient
route itself holds a magnetic
allure, beckoning travelers
withitstimeless charm.

Venturing southward from
Varamin, two mesmerizing
routes unfold, each offering a
gateway to the desert’s mes-
merizing wonders. Should
you choose the leftward path,
an amazing journey awaits,
leading you towards the cap-
tivating realms of Qasr-e Bah-
ram and the majestic Kavir
National Park.

Qasr-e Bahram Caravanserai,
also known as Rabat-e Siah-
kuh, stands as a testament to
theallure of thisregion. Its or-
igins are steeped in the mys-
tique of the Sassanid era, al-
thoughthe exactdateremains
shrouded in the mists of time.
The presence of stone water
channels, a relic of antiquity
preceding the Safavid era,
hints atthe enduringlegacy of
thisarchitectural marvel.

In the past, before the estab-
lishment of the Tehran-Qom
highway, this very route
reigned as the shortest and
most prominent passage con-
necting Tehran and Kashan. It
stood as a vital thoroughfare,
facilitating the flow of travel-
ersand commerce, etching its
significance as a major artery
oftransportation.

Embark on this autumn es-
capade, where history inter-
twineswithnature’s grandeur,
andletthe whispers ofthe past
guide your journey through
the captivating landscapes of
Varaminandbeyond.

The Caravanserai of Qasr-e
Bahram, which is considered
one of the enchanting attrac-
tions of Semnan, was nation-
ally registered in 1975 and is
recognized as the prime loca-
tion in the breathtaking Kavir
National Park for the develop-
mentofecotourism.

There is another route that
awaits nature enthusiasts
in the southern realms of
Varamin. Embarkupon an en-
chantingjourneyalongaroad
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Mohammadabad Stone Caravanserai
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that gracefully winds its way
from Garmsar to Qom. This
route is more suitable for one-
day autumn trips and is also
accessibleby car.

As you traverse this mesmer-
izing route, prepare to be cap-
tivated by the wonders that
unfold before your very eyes.
After venturing out approx-
imately 10 kilometers, a ma-
jestic tapestry of a vast wet-
landrevealsitself,a sanctuary
teeming with a symphony of
aquatic and marshland birds,
as well as a myriad of other
splendid creatures.

Nestled in the western reach-
es of the desert’s protected
expanse, within the Masileh
Plain lies the Hoze Marreh
Wetland. It graciously awaits
your arrival at kilometer 50 of
the Qom-Garmsar highway, a
jewelamongthefive cherished
wetlands of Qom Province.
Next to the highway, fortu-
nately, there are enchanting
spots to stop the car and im-
merse oneselfin their breath-
taking beauty. Following this
scenic route will eventually
bring you to the captivating
cityof Qom.

And when it’'s time to head
back to Tehran, you can take
the Qom-Tehran highway,
which boasts its own unique
allure and splendor;, especial-
ly during the magical autumn
season.

The Koshk-e Nosrat area and
the mountainous village of
Baghak,located inthe Aliabad
Pass and on the old road from
Qom to Tehran, areamongthe
natural tourist attractions of
thisroute.

In the route from Varamin
to Qom, which passes right
through the heart of the des-
ert marshes, you can notice
sandy dunes and thorny trees
in some areas, indicating the
desert and barren nature of
theregion.

Deir-e Gachin Caravanserai
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Right in this area, on the
southern side of this highway,
there is a Shah Abbasi Cara-
vanserai thatalso has suitable
facilities such as a restaurant
andaccommodations.

The Deir-e Gachin Caravan-
serai is 80 kilometers north-
eastof Qom. Itisahistoricand
grand caravanserai, known as
themotherofcaravanseraisin
Iran. In the past,ithad adome
made of plaster, which no lon-
ger exists, and that’s why it is
called Deir-e Gachin, literally
meaning “cloister of plaster”.
The history of Deir-e Gachin
Caravanserai dates back to
the Sassanid era,and itunder-
wentchanges duringthe Safa-
vid period. This caravanserai
has an area of 12,000 square
meters, with the main build-
ing covering 8,000 square
meters. It includes 43 rooms,
a royal courtyard, a secluded
courtyard, eight camel sta-
bles, two shops, a bathhouse,
andamosque.
Mohammadabad Stone Car-
avanserai is also one of the
historical buildings along this
route. It is located 48 kilome-
ters from Qom, on the road to
Garmsar. It is considered one
of the largest caravanserais
of its kind and has been regis-
tered asanational heritage.
This structure goes back to
the 11th century CE and fea-
tures massive stone walls and
eight watchtowers that give it
a special grandeur and mag-
nificence.Inthe vicinity of this
caravanserai, the remains of
Mohammadabad Castle, dat-
ing back to the Parthian peri-
od,arevisible.

Keep in mind that when traffic
to the northern provinces is at
its peak, opting for a route to-
wards the desert and central
regions can not only help you
avoid fatigue and traffic, but
also provide a cost-effective
and unforgettable experience.

—— -‘--\__“-

Qasr-e Bahram Caravanserai
kavirabad.com

6 Varamin Plain
RNA

R L s
@

Kavir National Park
itto.org

a
i

= - : R e
= = 1 - : it e
ST ~ e L s e Ll 22D —
e - S -5
% 5 e = g h“\-—,_‘. ™y
B T ..__‘\ Mk = i .
Ty = : e
; - ) '-"\_‘ 5 ) TR e = --._-—."‘.__
B ke % = oh, e w
Masileh Plain
kojaro.com

Hoze Marreh Wetland
mrbilit.com



