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Wounded Palestinians lie on the
floor of al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza
City, central Gaza Strip, after
arriving from al-Ahli Hospital
following an explosion there, on Oct.
17, 2023.
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Over40
countries
want to join
BRICS

IRNA - Following the land-
mark expansion that took
place at the last BRICS sum-
mit, there are now over 40
countries that are seeking
to join the economic alli-
ance at the 2024 summit.
Indeed, next year’s event is
set to take place in Russia,
with nations already pre-
paring to submit an appli-
cation. The BRICS econom-
ic bloc made geopolitical
waves when it expanded its
current membership. The
bloc went from its original
five of Brazil, Russia, India,
China, and South Africa to a
roster of 11.

Russia
identifies
promising
amount of
transitalong
INSTC

TREND - The Internation-

al North-South Transport
Corridor will eventually
be able to move up to 30
million tons of freight each
year, said the official rep-
resentative of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the
Russian Federation, Maria
Zakharova.

“In terms of transport is-
sues, the focus is on the
prospects for the devel-
opment of successfully
functioning international
trade routes, such as the
INSTC, which include the
systematic construction of
highways,” she said.

Iranis23rd
maritime
trade power
in the world:
UNCTAD

TASNIM - The United Na-
tions Conference on Trade

and Development (UNCTAD)
put Iran’s shipping fleet ca-
pacity at 19.3 million tons,
which makes the country
the 23rd maritime trade
power in the world.

In its latest report on the
situation of maritime
transportation industry in
the world, UNCTAD noted
that the world’s total com-
mercial ships including
tankers, container ships
and bulk-carriers exceeded
56,591 vessels by the end
of 2022.

largest solar farm started

( Economy Desk )

The construction of a spe-
cialized solar energy zone
with the capacity to produce
400 megawatts of electricity
in an area of 700 hectares
was launched on Thursday
in Rayen of Kerman Prov-
ince.

Iran has started building

five specialized solar ener-
gy zones in Kerman Prov-
ince, as the Rayen zone is
referred to as the largest in
the country, IRNA reported.
Officials claim that if these
projects are completed and
launched, the country’s
electricity shortage prob-
lem will be solved within
the next five years.
Referring to the necessity
of supplying

electricity to the country’s
industrial parks, Deputy
Industry Minister Farshad
Mogqimi announced his
ministry’s readiness to use
the electricity produced by
the solar plant to supply
electricity to firms located
in industrial zones.

Iran has issued permissions
for the establishment of 25
specialized industrial zones
in the country, the official

said. Mean-

while, the construction of a
100-megawatt solar power
plant of a large mining and
industrial company started
on Wednesday in Ashkezar
of Yazd Province in central
Iran. This power plant,
which is the first 100-MW
power plant in the prov-
ince, will be built in an area
of 150 hectares, which will
produce more than 190
million kilowatt hours.

In addition, the solar pow-

_er plant will increase the

stability of the power grid
in coming years, while with
the opening of the pow-
er station, more than 55
million cubic meters per
year will be saved in the
country’s fossil fuel con-
sumption. Saving 45,000
cubic meters of water is
one of the other advantag-
es of the project, while its
operation in coming years
will prevent the production
of greenhouse gases by
115,000 tons per year.

SP daily gas condensate output at 780K barrels: CEO

( Economy Desk )

A sum of 780,000 bar-
rels of gas condensate,
15,000 tons of ethane,
15,000 tons of propane,
10,000 tons of butane,
and 2,500 tons of sulfur
are produced daily in
South Pars refineries, an-
nounced the CEO of South
Pars Gas Complex (SPGC)
on Friday.

Ahmad Bahoush told
IRNA that since the estab-
lishment of the complex,
1,960 billion cubic meters
of natural gas has been
sweetened in South Pars
refineries and transferred
to national lines.

The official said the com-
plex’s first gas production
and sweetening started at
the second refinery of the
South Pars (sp) phases
2 and 3 in 2001, when
50 million cubic meters
(mcm) of feedstock were
supplied by SP platforms
and 40 mcm of natural
gas per day were pro-
duced and sweetened.

According to him, 80,000
barrels of gas conden-
sates and 400 tons of
sulfur were produced per
day at that time.

Bahoush said 13 refin-
eries of the South Pars
gas field have been well
developed during the
25-year period, adding
feedstock the complex
now receives from well-
head platforms of the SP
field amounts to 650 mil-
lion cubic meters per day

(mcm/d) and 580 mec-
m/d are sweetened and
produced before natural
gas is transmitted to the
national grid.

The SPGC chief said the
South Pars field accounts
for 75 percent of the
country’s gas production,
continuing its refineries
are currently producing
780,000 barrels of gas
condensates, 15,000 tons
of ethane, 15,000 tons of
propane, 10,000 tons of

butane, and 2,500 tons
of sulfur daily to supply
foreign exchange through
exports.

Bahoush said 2.8 billion
barrels of gas condensates
have been produced, 25
million tons of propane
as well as 16 million tons
of butane have been ex-
ported, and the country’s
petrochemical complexes
have been supplied with
31 million tons of ethane
during the 25 years.

The South Pars Gas Com-
plex is operating in two
industrial sites in As-
saluyeh and Kangan,
the counties of south-
ern province of Bushehr,
along the Persian Gulf
coasts.

In addition to gas pro-
duction, the complex has
taken social responsibil-
ity, carrying out effec-
tive measures to protect
the environment, create
job opportunities, hold

training courses, improve
public health, and foster
culture.

The gas refineries are lo-
cated at sites 1 and 2 in
Kangan and Assaluyeh,
which have 24 phases.
Phases 1-10 and 15-21
are situated in Site 1 in
Assaluyeh, and phases 11-
14,19, and 22-24 in Site 2
in Kangan.

Having an area of 9,700
square kilometers, the
South Pars gas field is lo-
cated 3,000 meters below
the seabed in the Persian
Gulf and shared by Iran
and Qatar.

It is the world’s larg-
est gas reserve, located
105km off the coast of As-
saluyeh port.

The part owned by Iran
covers an area of 3,700
square kilometers, hold-
ing 14 trillion cubic me-
ters (tcm) of gas and 17
billion barrels of gas con-
densates - eight percent
of the world’s gas depos-
its, or 50 percent of do-
mestic gas reserves.

Tehran, Minsk sign documents
on oil, agricultural cooperation

Three cooperation doc-
uments were inked be-
tween Iran and Belarus
in the fields of forestry,
veterinary medicine and
animal husbandry.

Also, a memorandum of
understanding on oil co-
operation was signed by
Iranian Oil Minister Ja-
vad Owji and Belarusian
Belneftekhim Chairman
Andrei Rybakov on the
sidelines of a meeting
between Iran’s First Vice
President Mohammad

Mokhber and Belarusian
Prime Minister Roman
Golovchenko, IRNA re-
ported.

The two countries enjoy
high potentials and ca-
pabilities to boost ties
in all fields, especially
trade, economy, forestry,
and animal husbandry,
he emphasized.

Iran’s major portion of
potash fertilizer is sup-
plied by Belarus, Moham-
mad Ali Nikbakht, the ag-
ricultural minister said,

adding, “In return, Iran
exports agricultural and
horticultural products
including fresh fruits and
vegetables, and various
kinds of dried nuts and
citrus fruits.”

At the official invitation
of the prime minister of
Belarus, Mokhber visited
Belarus on Tuesday at the
head of a high-ranking
trade and economic dele-
gation to discuss bilateral
ties and issues of mutual
interest.

0il Minister Javad Owji,
Industry, Mine, and Trade
Minister Abbas Ali-Abadi,
and Agriculture Minister
Mohammad Ali Nikbakht
accompanied Mokhber
during the one-day visit.
Iran and Belarus signed
a comprehensive coop-
eration roadmap and
seven memoranda of
understanding in mid-
March, as Belarusian
President Alexander Lu-
kashenko made a visit to
Tehran.
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Autumn’s hidden charms
ons of Iran

( Iranica Desk >

The autumn season, despite
not being widely regarded as
the ideal time for travel due to
the start of the academic year
and shorter days, holds a hid-
den charm that can transform
atravel experienceintoanun-
forgettable memory.

As the third season of the Ira-
nian year gracefully unfolds,
temperatures gently decline,
and nature adorns itself with
a breathtaking palette of
changing colors. This pictur-
esque transformation is often
accompanied by the soothing
melody of autumn drizzles,
creating a symphony for the
senses. It is during this time
that the allure of nature tour-
ism reaches its peak, making
it one of the most enchanting
seasonstoexplore.

In the vast expanse of Iran’s
land, where desert and
semi-desert regions domi-
nate, the warm climate of the
first half of the year restricts
visitation. However, autumn
emerges as a golden oppor-
tunity to venture into these
captivatinglandscapes.More-
over, it presents the perfect
chance for a delightful au-
tumn weekend getaway, al-
lowing you to escape the hus-
tle and bustle of everyday life
and immerse yourself in the
tranquility ofthe season.

One of the most captivating
destinations for autumn trips
near Tehran unveils itself in
the ethereal beauty of the
Varamin Plain and the south-
eastern realms of Tehran
Province. Nestled less than
50 kilometers from Tehran,
thejourneyto Varaminisade-
lightful passage through lush
greenery and enchanting ag-
ricultural plains. The ancient
route itself holds a magnetic
allure, beckoning travelers
withitstimeless charm.

Venturing southward from
Varamin, two mesmerizing
routes unfold, each offering a
gateway to the desert’s mes-
merizing wonders. Should
you choose the leftward path,
an amazing journey awaits,
leading you towards the cap-
tivating realms of Qasr-e Bah-
ram and the majestic Kavir
National Park.

Qasr-e Bahram Caravanserai,
also known as Rabat-e Siah-
kuh, stands as a testament to
theallure of thisregion. Its or-
igins are steeped in the mys-
tique of the Sassanid era, al-
thoughthe exactdateremains
shrouded in the mists of time.
The presence of stone water
channels, a relic of antiquity
preceding the Safavid era,
hintsatthe enduringlegacy of
thisarchitectural marvel.

In the past, before the estab-
lishment of the Tehran-Qom
highway, this very route
reigned as the shortest and
most prominent passage con-
necting Tehran and Kashan. It
stood as a vital thoroughfare,
facilitating the flow of travel-
ersand commerce, etching its
significance as a major artery
oftransportation.

Embark on this autumn es-
capade, where history inter-
twineswithnature’s grandeur,
andletthe whispers ofthe past
guide your journey through
the captivating landscapes of
Varaminandbeyond.

The Caravanserai of Qasr-e
Bahram, which is considered
one of the enchanting attrac-
tions of Semnan, was nation-
ally registered in 1975 and is
recognized as the prime loca-
tion in the breathtaking Kavir
National Park for the develop-
mentofecotourism.

There is another route that
awaits nature enthusiasts
in the southern realms of
Varamin. Embarkupon an en-
chantingjourney alongaroad
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Mohammadabad Stone Caravanserai

wikimedia.org

that gracefully winds its way
from Garmsar to Qom. This
route is more suitable for one-
day autumn trips and is also
accessibleby car.

As you traverse this mesmer-
izing route, prepare to be cap-
tivated by the wonders that
unfold before your very eyes.
After venturing out approx-
imately 10 kilometers, a ma-
jestic tapestry of a vast wet-
landrevealsitself,asanctuary
teeming with a symphony of
aquatic and marshland birds,
as well as a myriad of other
splendid creatures.

Nestled in the western reach-
es of the desert’s protected
expanse, within the Masileh
Plain lies the Hoze Marreh
Wetland. It graciously awaits
your arrival at kilometer 50 of
the Qom-Garmsar highway, a
jewelamongthefive cherished
wetlands ofQom Province.
Next to the highway, fortu-
nately, there are enchanting
spots to stop the car and im-
merse oneselfin their breath-
taking beauty. Following this
scenic route will eventually
bring you to the captivating
cityof Qom.

And when it's time to head
back to Tehran, you can take
the Qom-Tehran highway,
which boasts its own unique
allure and splendor;, especial-
ly during the magical autumn
season.

The Koshk-e Nosrat area and
the mountainous village of
Baghak,located inthe Aliabad
Pass and on the old road from
Qom to Tehran, areamongthe
natural tourist attractions of
thisroute.

In the route from Varamin
to Qom, which passes right
through the heart of the des-
ert marshes, you can notice
sandy dunes and thorny trees
in some areas, indicating the
desert and barren nature of
theregion.

Deir-e Gachin Caravanserai
ealiya.com

Right in this area, on the
southern side of this highway,
there is a Shah Abbasi Cara-
vanserai thatalso has suitable
facilities such as a restaurant
andaccommodations.

The Deir-e Gachin Caravan-
serai is 80 kilometers north-
eastof Qom. Itisahistoricand
grand caravanserai, known as
themotherofcaravanseraisin
Iran. In the past,ithad adome
made of plaster, which no lon-
ger exists, and that’s why it is
called Deir-e Gachin, literally
meaning “cloister of plaster”.
The history of Deir-e Gachin
Caravanserai dates back to
the Sassanid era,and itunder-
wentchanges during the Safa-
vid period. This caravanserai
has an area of 12,000 square
meters, with the main build-
ing covering 8,000 square
meters. It includes 43 rooms,
a royal courtyard, a secluded
courtyard, eight camel sta-
bles, two shops, a bathhouse,
andamosque.
Mohammadabad Stone Car-
avanserai is also one of the
historical buildings along this
route. It is located 48 kilome-
ters from Qom, on the road to
Garmsar. It is considered one
of the largest caravanserais
of its kind and has been regis-
tered asanational heritage.
This structure goes back to
the 11th century CE and fea-
tures massive stone walls and
eight watchtowers that give it
a special grandeur and mag-
nificence.Inthe vicinity of this
caravanserai, the remains of
Mohammadabad Castle, dat-
ing back to the Parthian peri-
od,arevisible.

Keep in mind that when traffic
to the northern provinces is at
its peak, opting for a route to-
wards the desert and central
regions can not only help you
avoid fatigue and traffic, but
also provide a cost-effective
and unforgettable experience.
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Special issue
War on Gaza

By Sadeq
Dehqgan

-~ Staff writer -

- Economists believe that con-
' tinuing the war in Gaza and
expanding the scope of war on
" new fronts, apart from the in-
- creaseincasualties and the cre-
~ ationof msecﬁ_fty in the region,

rely on the region’s fossil fuels.
More than anything else, the
expansion of war in the region
puts pressure on the economies
of the United States and West-
ern countries.

Seyyed Mehdi Toghyani,amem-
ber of the Economic Commit-
tee of the Iranian Parliament,
discussed the economic 1mp11-
~ cations of the continuation of
~ the Zionist regime’s attacks on

Gaza war spillover to cost
West economically: /ran MPs

pared to accommodate anoth-
er widespread war and cannot
endure it. Toghyani said,

any case, the United States and
Western countries, whose econ-
omies are highly dependent on
Middle Eastern fossil fuels, will
be heavily burdened by the con-
tinuation and expansion of this
war. This is because the issue of
fuelandtransitofgoodsthrough
the region is vital, and if the war

IranDaily = Saturday, Oct. 21, 2023

Surprise, surprise,
Israel manipulated evidence

Iran FM calls for o1l embargo, expelling Israeli envoys

comes up, or ifthe expansion of
war does not allow oil exports
from Middle Eastern countries,
the price of oil and energy will
naturally rise significantly, be-
cause theissue offueland ener-
gy prices is greatly influenced
- by political factors.”

- Ali Rezaei, another member of -
~ the Economic Committee of the

* Iranian Parliament, said toIran

Dally “The outbreak of war

. ef}tthem-m-anyway

This view shows the aftermath of a deadly
blast that struck al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza
City, on October 18, 2023.

ANADOLU

Gaza war, saying,
“On the one hand,
US officials con-
demn the war, while,
on the other hand,
they supply military
weapons to the Zionist
regime and provide them
with  financial

tlnumg-themar

—will have a devastating impact - e e sa_ing, ,“The continuation  expands, it will-affect fuel and
n the global economy, leading™ of the war in Gaza will have far
r1“smg}m_ﬂa@:x.andwersen— ~more negat-we.econé’mlc con-

litionsinvar- ~ sequences than the conflict in

_ in any corner of the world has - Ebra

- _transitintheregion.” economic repercussions, and the National Se- -
- Gholamreza Marhaba, another -  the expansion of the Gaza war Sfas
‘member of the Economic Com-  will certainly impact glo_Bal oil
mittee of the Iranian Parlia- ;andenergyprlc'esand’otherar - the Irani:

tousggﬁsgﬁﬁ_woﬂd esp;eeianl- - Russia and Ukraine. During the -
~ Russia-Ukraine conflict, many
European countries heavily re-
lied on Russian gas and grain,
and the outbreak of this war
causedsignificantturmoilinthe
Europeaneconomicmarketand
led to inflation in many coun-
tries that had not experienced
the economic consequences of
inflation before the war.”

He emphasized that the world’s
economic situation is not pre-

= lyWéstem countries.
They argue that the Middle East
region, which holds nearly 50%
of the world’s oil reserves and
about one-third of the world’s
liquefied natural gas, with near-
ly 25% of the world’s total oil
consumption passing through
the strategic chokepoint of the
Strait of Hormuz, is crucial to
the United States and Western
industrialized countries, which

ment, commented on the pos-
sibility of new fronts opening
against the Zionist regime and
the expansion of war. He stated,
“The more pressure is exerted
on the Zionist regime by the
world’s countries, the possibil-
ity of a change in their strate-
gy in Gaza and the cessation of
theirwar crimeswill be greater.
When adiscussion of sanctions
and restrictions on oil exports

eas. A major shock has entered
the region, and if the conflict
continues,  freedom-loving
and anti-oppressive countries
worldwide may join the war in
support of the Palestinian peo-
ple’s plight,and then the conse-
quences of the expanding war
willbecomeapparent.”

He emphasized the dual and
contradictory behavior of the
United States in relation to the

Parllame'ﬂf o= -
explained the
situation in
Gaza and stat- J
ed, “Palestine has = 1 b ey
been the top issue in 3 i -*“-s_w
the Islamic world from :
the past until today. What

we are witnessing today, a

humanitarian crisis and a

war crimein Gaza, makesthe

Gazawaratop priority forIs-
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Raisi:US veto of UNSCresolution
‘double oppression’ on Gazans

C International Desk )

A fresh report from a Turkish
institute reveals that Israel’s
official footage of the bombing
of Al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza is
highly edited, while military
experts around the world cast
doubt on how a purportedly
conventional rocket could
have killed people but not lev-
eled the hospital.

Atleast500 people werekilled
and hundreds injured in an Is-
raeli airstrike on Al-Ahli Hos-
pital in Gaza late Tuesday, the
Gaza-based Health Ministry
said. Yet, Tel Aviv and its West-
ern supporters push the nar-
rative that the missile was hit
by a wayward projectile fired
by the Palestinian Islamic Ji-
hadresistance movement.
However, experts at Turkey’s
Center for Countering Disin-
formation meticulously ana-
lyzed arecent video shared by
Israel’s official state account
on social media, showing that
it had undergone editing with
manipulative intentions be-
fore being shared with the
public and raising serious
questions about the video’s
authenticity and the narrative
itaimsto convey.
Uponadetailed analysis of the
unedited footage, the center
has reached the conclusion
that the missiles launched
from Gaza were aimed at Is-
rael, and the hospital that suf-
fered the devastating strike
was not situated in the path of
thosemissiles.

The centre’s Thursday report
also raised important ques-
tions regarding the munitions
used in the hospital strike. “It
isseenthatthe munition capa-
ble of causing extensive dam-
age is not the type that Hamas
has ever used,” the report
stated.

r

ValeriaScuto,lead Middle East
analyst at Sibylline, a risk as-
sessment company, told BBC
that Israel has the capacity to
carry out other forms of air
strike by drone, where they
might use Hellfire missiles.
These missiles generate a sig-
nificant amount of heat but
would not necessarily leave
a large crater, which explains
the rather small crater that
was found in the parking lot of
thehospital.

She also says uncorroborat-
ed footage shows a pattern of
fires at the hospital site that
was not consistent with this
explanation. Scuto’s confu-
sionisvalid as the report from
the Turkish institute later re-
vealed that the footage had
been manipulated by Israel.

Tehran calls for harsher
measures

Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir-Abdollahian urged
Islamic countries to take
“practical measures” against
the Israeliregimein the face of
its “war crimes and genocide”
in Gaza, including by imposing
an oil embargo and expelling
Israeliambassadors.
Amir-Abdollahian made the

remarks on the sidelines of an
urgent meeting of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation
(0IC) in the Saudi city of Jed-
dah,IRNAreported.

He emphasized the need for
practical measures and a
strong statement from the
summit condemning the Zion-
istregime’satrocitiesin Gaza.
Referring to the bombing of a
hospital in Gaza, Amir-Abdol-
lahian explained thatpractical
measures would mean that [s-
lamic countries that have nor-
malized diplomatic relations
with the Zionistregime imme-
diately sever their ties, expel
Israeli ambassadors, and halt
all oil exportsto theregime.
Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi also said the US veto of
a UN Security Council resolu-
tion calling for a pause in Isra-
el’sattacks and crimes against
the people of Gaza is “double
oppression” against the Pales-
tinians and humanity.

The US on Wednesday vetoed
the resolution that had been
drafted by Brazil and had
sought to broker aid access
to Gaza amid the incessant
Israeli airstrikes and shelling
against people in the tiny strip
ofland, Press TVwrote.

Victims pile up, supplies
drain

Israel bombarded the Gaza
Strip early Friday, hitting ar-
eas where Palestinians had
been told to seek safety, and
it began evacuating a sizable
Israeli town near the border
with Lebanon, the latest sign
of a potential ground invasion
of Gaza that could trigger re-
gional turmoil.

On Thursday, Israeli Defense
Minister Gallant ordered
ground troops to prepare to
see Gaza “from the inside,”
hinting at a ground offensive
aimed at crushing Hamas’s
fighters nearly two weeks af-
ter their bloody incursion into
Israel. Officials have given no
timetable for such an opera-
tion.

Over a million people have
been displaced in Gaza, with
many heeding Israel’s orders
to evacuate the northern part
of the sealed-off enclave on
the coast of the Mediterra-
nean Sea. Though Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
had called areas in south Gaza
“safe zones” earlier this week,
Israelimilitary spokesman Nir
Dinar said “There are no safe
zones.”

“The strikes, coupled with
extremely difficult living con-
ditions in the south, appear to
have pushed some to return
to the north, despite the con-
tinuing heavy bombing there,”
Ravina Shamdasani, said the
spokesperson for the UN hu-
manrights office.

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres visited the Rafah
crossing — theterritory’s only
entry point not controlled by
Israel — on Friday and ap-
pealed for the quick move-
ment of aid into Gaza, calling
it “the difference between life
and death.”

d Western economiesto ~ we } milde :
~ try to minimize tensions in the  from them. Perhaps this retreat
ity West Asian region, and the only ~ isduetoeconomicinterests, par-
'  ticularly the issue of fuel. How-

solution is to quickly halt the war
machine and destruction of the
Zionistregime.”

Rezaei noted the United States’
concernabouttheimpactofthe
war on fuel and energy prices,
saying, “One of the problems
for Americans in recent years

ever, verbal positioning alone
for reducing military attacks
by the Zionist regime on Gaza is
not enough; we expect the Unit-
ed States to promptly halt the
crimes of the Zionist regime and
stop the war”

Special issue
War on Gaza

Resolute response
imperative to halt
Israeli acts in Gaza

RN
Scores of injured people are being taken to al-Shifa Hospital following the

bombing of al-Ahli Hospital.
Ali JADALLAH/GETTY IMAGES

A significant tragedy is unfolding
in Gaza, a crisis in human history.

By Syed Ali

Hassan Despite the dire circumstances
Iran Daily’s caused by Israeli airstrikes on
correspondent

Palestinians, resulting in the loss
of thousands of lives, the interna-
tional community and the Muslim
world have been slow to react effectively and curb Israel’s ac-
tions. While Iran’s diplomacy has thus far prevented a ground
invasionbyIsrael, the duration ofthisrestraintremainsuncer-
tain.

Gazaisnowgrapplingwithasevere shortage offood and water.
Israel’s cessation of electricity, oil, and the flow of essential
supplies has caused innocent women, children, and men to
suffer from the lack of basic necessities. Distressing videos on
social media depict people being compelled to migrate due to
hunger.

Theworldisstilldivided onthejustification of Hamas’s attacks
on Israel and Israel’s response. The Israel-Palestine conflict
haspersisted for seven decades. Israel’sactions, suchas drone
strikes and airstrikes, often disregard the lives of civilians and
the destruction of property.

Two days ago, the disputed bombardment of a Gaza hospi-
tal led to the tragic loss of medical staff and patients. This act
should not only be condemned but also met with accountabil-
ity.

The condition of the Muslim world is deeply troubling. While
Pakistan stands as the only nuclear power in the Muslim
world, its authorities describe Israel’s aggression against Pal-
estinians as a conflict between Hamas and Israel. At this criti-
cal juncture, Pakistan should openly support the Palestinian
cause.

It is essential for the Muslim world to unite in solidarity with
the Palestinians during these challenging times. The actions
of the Mahmoud Abbas administration, with its limited pow-
ers, mustbe criticized asitseparates the Palestinian Authority
fromIsraeliaggressionin Gaza.

In India, the Modi government’s stance on Israel’s treatment
of Palestinians in Gaza is also worthy of condemnation. Mo-
di’s support for Israel compromises India’s status as a major
democratic nation. A democratic state should not stand with a
country like Israel, which openly violates human rights.
Furthermore, the Western world continues to support Israel.
British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, of Indian origin, visited
Tel Aviv to express solidarity with Israel, sharing in its sorrow
during the humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

In this critical moment, it is imperative for the Muslim world
to unite and take action to halt Israel’s actions while provid-
ing much-needed assistance to the suffering Palestinians in
Gaza.

in Pakistan
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Iranian
karatekas
denied
Hungarian
visa for
world meet

ikfir

< Sports Desk >

Several members of the
Iranian karate team will
not take part at the up-
coming World Senior Ka-
rate Championships in
Budapest after the Hun-
garian Embassy in Tehran
refused to issue entry vi-
sas for them.

The Iranian men’s and
women’s squads left Teh-
ran for the Hungarian
capital on Thursday, with
male kata representative
Ali Zand as well as the
country’s female kata trio
and the whole para karate
team missing out on the
flight.

Iran will be back at the
event - starting Sunday -
after being absent in the
previous edition in Dubai
two years ago due to pos-
itive coronavirus test re-
sults for several members
of the team.

Tokyo Olympic champion
Sajjad Ganjzadeh head-
lines the men’s team in
Budapest, chasing a sec-
ond major +84kg gold in
less than a month follow-
ing a top-podium finish
at the recently-finished
Hangzhou Asian Games.
Ganjzadeh will be joined
by Ali Meskini (-60kg),
Amir-Reza Borzouei
(-67kg), Saman Edalati
(-75kg), and Mahdi Khoda-
bakhshi (-84kg) in the ku-
mite contests.
Khodabakhshi and Gan-
jzadeh will also team up
with Bahman Askari, Zabi-
hollah Poursheib, Saleh
Abazari, Mahdi Ashouri,
and Mahmoud Ne’ma-
ti as Iran will be after a
fourth team kumite gold
at the World Champion-
ships, having dominated
the competitions on three
successive occasions be-
tween 2014 and 2018.
Meanwhile, bronze med-
alists at the Asian Games
Sara Bahmanyar (-50kg)
and Fatemeh Sa’adati
(-55kg) plus Atousa Gol-
shadnejad (-61kg), Mobina
Heidari (-68kg), and Leila
Borj-Ali (+68kg) will be the
Iranian contestants in the
women’s kumite contests.
The five Iranian girls will
be coached by Leila Bah-
rami, who replaced Far-
ahnaz Arbab right before
the competitions.

Iranian Hodaei building on
tble tennis success at Asian Games

By Mahdiyeh
Qazvinian

Staff writer

Few Iranians would argue
that the final outcome at
the recently-finished
Hangzhou Asian Games
in China was quite what
the country’s Sport Minis-
try and the National Olym-
pic Committee had hoped
for prior to the multi-sport
event.

En route to a seventh-place
finish in the medals table,
Iran’s 285-athlete delega-
tion bagged 13 golds across
the 15 days - seven short of
the figure the Iranians tal-
lied to end in the sixth spot
in Jakarta-Palembang 2018,
while it was the lowest for
the country since 2006,
when Iran grabbed 11 gold
medals in Doha.

For all the below-par runs
in certain competitions
- namely football, weight-
lifting, and shooting - the
country’s sporting appara-
tus still had reasons for joy
in other events, in which the
Iranians enjoyed some his-
toric achievements.

While Iran celebrated maid-
en medals in mountain cy-
cling, chess, roller skating,
and the artistic gymnastics,
the table tennis squad end-
ed country’s decades-long
drought at the Asian Games,
leaving Hangzhou with a
couple of bronze medals.
Amirhossein Hodaei was
part of the Iranian trio,
alongside Nima and Noshad
Alamian, that stood third
in the men’s team contests,
before the Alamian brothers
grabbed a doubles bronze.
“It was a massive achieve-
ment for the Iranian table
tennis as the two bronz-
es brought an end to the
country’s 65-year wait for a
medal at the Asian Games,”
Hodaei, who is now in Paris
to participate in the French
league, said in an interview
with Iran Daily.

e Iran’s Amirhossein Hodaeli is in action at the table tennis contests of the Hangzhou Asian Games in September 2023.
ISNA

Suffering a 3-1 loss to Hong
Kong, the Iranian team em-
phatically defeated Bahrain
and Mongolia for the run-
ner-up spot in the group and
a place in the round of 16,
where Iran also came out
on top in straight matchups
against Vietnam.

The pinnacle of Iran’s cam-
paign, however, came in the
last-eight clash against table
tennis powerhouse Japan,
which was decided by three
nail-biting victories for the
Iranians, including Hodaei's
five-game win against Maha-
ru Yoshimura - a winner of
six team and doubles med-
als at the World Champion-
ships as well as a team silver
at the Rio 2016 Olympics.

“No one really expected this
victory as the Japanese are
among the top teams across
the globe, but we gave it our
all against them. We had a
great team sprit throughout
the Games. [ wonder if this
triumph will ever be repeat-
ed again,” said the 25-year-
old Iranian.

Iran’s fairytale run ended
after a 3-0 semifinal setback
against South Korea, which
saw the country share the
third podium with the Chi-
nese Taipei, while the host
came out victorious against
the South Koreans in the fi-
nal showdown.

“To win a medal at an Asian
event takes a lot of effort as
China, South Korea and Ja-

pan are the dominant forc-
es of the sport worldwide.
Thank God we won the
medal, which will hopefully
lead to the fans and sporting
setup in the country offering
more support to the Iranian
table tennis from now on.”
The success in Hangzhou
summed up years of hard
work for the Iranian, who
first came to prominence
on the global stage in 2019,
when he finished the year
as the top-ranked men’s
under-21 player in the ITTF
World Ranking - a feat de-
scribed by Hodaei as “the
best thing that had ever
happened to me in my life.”
“That helped me continue
my career overseas. [ went

to the German league in
2019 and then played in
Hungary, Spain, and Sweden
before moving to France two
and a half'years ago.

“I come from a sporting fam-
ily. My father was a wrestler
and my younger brother is
also a table tennis athlete.
[ first started playing table
tennis for fun in a park near
our home when I was 11,
but everyone who watched
me playing encouraged me
to continue in the comple-
tive sport, and then after
three years of playing as a
professional I joined the Ira-
nian team at the age of 20
Next for Hodaei and his
Iranian teammates are the
2024 World Champion-

ships in Busan, South Korea
in February.

“The event will also serve
as the qualification tourna-
ment for the Paris Olympics.
A top-10 spot will secure a
direct qualification for the
Games and I'm sure we’ll
achieve that, given the tal-
ent and quality in our team,”
Hodaei said.

Asked who he would ded-
icate his latest medal to,
Hodaei said: “My family,
of course, and Hamid Eh-
sani-Mehr, who not only has
covered a substantial share
of my expenses in some in-
ternational tournaments,
but has also been a great
friend and father figure
throughout my career”

Barcelonalook to recover injured players

with Clasico around the corner

.

REUTERS - Barcelona
winger Lamine Yamal and
fullback Alejandro Bal-
de returned to training
on Thursday as the inju-
ry-plagued LaLiga champi-
ons prepare to host Athletic
Bilbao on Sunday with one
eye on next week’s Clasico
against Real Madrid.
Barcelona boss Xavi Her-
nandez will hope to recover
a number of key players in
time to face Real, but may
have to get creative with his
team selection for Bilbao as
the champions grapple with
injuries to eight first team
players, including Polish
striker Robert Lewandowski.
Midfielder Sergi Roberto is
the latest name on the list
and will be sidelined for
several weeks after suffer-
ing a leg injury in training
on Wednesday.

Barca, who trail Real Ma-
drid by three points at the
LaLiga summit, also have to

cope with injuries to Jules
Kounde, Frenkie De Jong,
Pedri and Raphinha.
Kounde will definitely miss
the Real Madrid game next
Saturday, but De Jong and
Lewandowski have a slim
chance of being fit for the
Clasico.

Raphinha is said to be pro-
gressing well, while Pedri
is expected to be back in
training soon and could be
available for Wednesday'’s
Champions League match
against Shakhtar Donetsk.
Leaders Real Madrid visit
Sevilla today and are set for
a reunion with their former
defender Sergio Ramos for
the first time since he re-
joined his childhood team
after a couple of seasons at
Paris St Germain.

They are expecting to have
centre back David Alaba
available after he missed
international duty with
Austria due to a leg injury.

Barcelona’s Lamine Yamal (Rr) is seen in action against Granada’s
Carlos Neva during a game in Granada, Spain, on October 8, 2023.
JON NAZCA/REUTERS
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China slams ‘illegal’ US sanctions

against Iran’s defense programs

Russia supports end toUNmissile-related ban on Iran

( International Desk )

China and Russia have ex-
pressed their support for
the expiration of the United
Nations Security Council’
sanctions on Iran’s missile
program, while Iran also
confirmed on Wednesday
the “unconditional” end of
the restrictions imposed by
the UNSC on its missile-re-
lated activities.

However, on the same day
the United States imposed
new sanctions on Tehran’s
missile and drone programs.
In a note sent to the mem-
ber states of the UN, the Se-
curity Council on Thursday
officially declared an end to
restrictions it had imposed
on Iran’s missile program,
according to the organiza-
tion’s secretariat.

The secretariat of the UNSC
officially ended curbs set
out in paragraphs 3, 4, 6 (c)

and (d) of Annex B to UN
Resolution 2231.
According to the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action
(JcPOA), on October 18, an-
other set of Iran’s sanctions
related to its missile activi-
ties were due to be lifted.
However, the US and the EU
member states have vowed
to maintain restrictions on
Iran’s ballistic missile and
drone programs.

The Biden administration
announced new sanctions
and other measures de-
signed to prevent Iran from
selling or acquiring parts or
technology related to ballis-
tic missiles or drones, say-
ing that Washington would
remain focused on the issue
despite the expiration of the
UN measures.

In a press release, the US
Treasury claimed that the
designated individuals and
entities have “materially

supported” Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) and the Defense Min-
istry “in the production and
proliferation of missiles and
UAVs.”

‘Illegal sanctions’
condemned

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson slammed
the new “illegal” sanctions
on individuals and entities
linked to Iran’s missile and
drone programs.

Mao Ning expressed Bei-
jing’s opposition to the US
sanctions after the Trea-
sury Department slapped
the restrictive measures
on 11 individuals, eight
entities, and one vessel in
Iran, Hong Kong, China, and
Venezuela for “enabling”
Iran’s ballistic missile and
unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) programs, Press TV
reported.

“We are always firmly op-
posed to illegal unilateral
sanctions imposed by the
US,” the Chinese diplomat
said.

“We will firmly safeguard
the legitimate rights and
interests of Chinese compa-
nies and citizens.”
Meanwhile, the EU said on
Tuesday that it planned
to join the US in retaining
sanctions on Iran’s ballistic
missile program after the
UN sanctions expire.

“The [European] Council ad-
opted legal acts to maintain
the designations that had
initially been imposed by
the United Nations for indi-
viduals and entities involved
in nuclear or ballistic mis-
siles activities or affiliated
to the Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC),” the
statement said.

“The council also agreed to
maintain sectoral and indi-

oy
o

vidual measures, existing
under the EU’s sanctions re-
gime, notably those related
to Iran nuclear proliferation,
as well as arms and missile
embargoes.”

On the same day, Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Nasser Kanaani denounced
the European Council’s de-
cision as “unilateral, illegal
and politically unjustifiable”.

Russia no longer obeys
UN restrictions

Russia has said it need no
longer obey the restrictions
on giving missile technology
to Iran once they expired on
Wednesday, without saying
whether it now planned to
support Tehran’s missile
development, Reuters re-
ported.

“Supplies to and from Iran
of products falling under the
Missile Technology Control
Regime no longer require

.
e

i

-t (;-»’j‘ &

REUTERS

prior approval by the UN
Security Council,” Russia’s
Foreign Ministry said in a
statement on Tuesday.
Confirming the “uncondi-
tional” end of the restric-
tions, the Iranian Foreign
Ministry said, “Today, the
last part of the anti-Iran
restrictions, including as-
sets freeze and financial re-
strictions on certain Irani-
an individuals and entities,
imposed for years by the
UNSC in the areas related
to missile activities and ex-
change of relevant services
and technologies, were ter-
minated unconditionally”
Published on the Iranian
Foreign Ministry website,
the statement warned that
any action aiming to impose
sanctions or restrictions on
Iran’s defense interactions
and cooperation is now in
contradiction with the ter-
mination of the restrictions

9

While the UNSC on
Thursday officially
ended its restrictions on
Iran’s missile program,
the US and the EU vowed
to maintain their bans
on Iran’s ballistic missile
and drone programs.

under UNSC Resolution
2231, stressing Iran’s right
to implement the necessary
measures to safeguard its
national interests.

Iran signed a nuclear deal,
formally known as JCPOA,
with world powers in July
2015, agreeing to put some
curbs on its nuclear pro-
gram in return for the re-
moval of sanctions on the
country. The US, however,
pulled out of the deal in
May 2018 and re-imposed
its unilateral sanctions on
Tehran, prompting the lat-
ter to drop some of its nu-
clear commitments under
the deal.

The talks on the revival of
the JCPOA began in April
2021 in Vienna, Austria. De-
spite several rounds of talks,
no significant breakthrough
has been achieved since the
end of the last round in Au-
gust 2022.

Iran’s Kandovan among UNWTO'’s Best Tourism Villages 2023

Kandovan, a charming
village located in East
Azarbaijan Province, Iran,
has achieved a remarkable
milestone by securing its
place on the significant list
of the world’s Best Tourism
Villages recognized by the
World Tourism Organiza-
tion (UNWTO).
- The Deputy
T % Tourism
"B Minister
of the

Iranian Ministry of Cultur-
al Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts Ali-Asghar
Shalbafian announced this
remarkable achievement,
marking Kandovan as the
first Iranian village to be
honored among the world'’s
top tourism destinations.
The villages were named
during the

UNWTO General Assembly,
taking place in Samarkand,
Uzbekistan, according to the
international body.
Kandovan faced serious
competition from over 200
villages worldwide, yet it
emerged victorious, secur-
ing its position
among the
globe’s

most enchanting tourism
destinations. This recogni-
tion is part of the UNWTO’s
ongoing initiative to boost
tourism as a driver for ru-
ral development and the
well-being of local commu-
nities.
According to Shalbafian,
eight villages

in Iran, including Kando-
van, Bisheh in Lorestan,
Meymand in Kerman, So-
heili in Qeshm, Palangan in
Kurdestan, Qassemabad in
Gilan, Kandolus in Mazan-
daran, and Abyaneh in Is-
fahan were also introduced
to the World Tourism Orga-
nization for participation
in this competition, how-
ever, failed to receive glob-
al recognition.

The World

Tourism Organization has
established nine criteria
for selecting global vil-
lages, which include pos-
sessing cultural resources,
their promotion and pres-
ervation, economic sus-
tainability, environmental
and social considerations,
tourism potential, devel-
opment and value chain
integration, governance
and prioritization of tour-
ism, as well as health, safe-
ty, and security matters,
adding that Kandovan suc-

ceeded in obtaining an

acceptable

score in these criteria.

To earn its place on this ex-
clusive list, Kandovan had
to meet rigorous criteria
set by the UNWTO, which
included cultural resource
preservation, economic
sustainability, environmen-
tal and social responsibility,
and a commitment to safe-
ty and security. Kandovan
excelled in each of these
areas, securing its well-de-
served spot alongside 76
other exceptional villages
from 40 countries.
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Artists around the world unite

in solidarity with Palestinians

AFP/GETTY IMAGES

( Arts & Culture Desk )

In a powerful display of global solidari-
ty, a number of artists and cultural icons
from all over the world have united in a
resounding call to stand with the Pales-
tinian people in their resistance against
the prolonged Israeli occupation.
Following the historic Palestinian resis-
tance offensive on the morning of Oc-
tober 7, Israel has been waging a geno-
cidal war against Gaza. On October 17,
Israel bombed the Baptist hospital, kill-
ing over 500 Pales-
tinians, all civilians.
The famous Amer-
ican actor, Mark
Ruffalo, published
on his page on the
“X” platform, re-
ports of the United
Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) on
the situation in Gaza, in which it warned
of the danger of the indiscriminate
bombing of the Israeli occupation.

The actor famous for the character “Hulk”
re-published a statement from UNICEE
in which it said that “killing and maiming
children is a grave violation, and inten-
tional killing is a serious violation of in-
ternational humanitarian law;” as part of
her talk about the situation in Gaza.

For his part, the famous Irish actor, Liam
Cunningham, published a demonstration
in which he appears to have participated
in solidarity with the Gaza Strip, which
was organized in the capital, Dublin.

In turn, American star Susan Sarandon
shared a group of news and video clips
that show the brutality of the Israeli oc-
cupation in targeting civilians in Gaza.
The famous star re-published pictures
on her account on the “X” platform,
showing the Israeli occupation’s use of
white phosphorus in the bombing of
Gaza, the use of which is a violation of
international law.

For his part, Hollywood star John Cu-
sack confirmed that the Palestinians live
in a large prison, due to the restrictions
imposed by the Israeli occupation on
freedom of movement through security

Rescuers and civilians remove the rubble of a home destroyed after an Israeli attack in central Gaza.

barriers and the “apartheid” wall.

He added through his account on the “X”
platform: “Anyone who has visited Pal-
estine will not deny that thinking about
the place I visited and the Palestinians
met, where 6,000 bombs were dropped
on them in six days - is unimaginable.
There is literally no
place to go.”

On his Facebook ac-
count, Palestinian
filmmaker Rashid
Mashharawi react-
ed to the events in
more than one post,
describing Israel as
an “incident” in the
life of the region, and considered that
“survival is for the righteous.”

“There is no future for this barbaric Zi-
onist entity, Israel has dehumanized its
citizens and soldiers,” he wrote, adding,
“A battered society, killing thousands
of people and destroying thousands of
buildings, and what next?”

Actor Khaled Abu Al-Naga devoted his
pages on the platforms to reveal the
massacres of the occupation, through
his account on the platform “X” com-
mented on one of the pictures “Friends
in Washington DC demonstrating
against the Israeli war in Gaza, apart-
heid and occupation in support of the
Palestinian people.”
The Lebanese singer
Ragheb Alama -
through his account
on the platform “X”
- condemned the
international com-
munity and wrote:
Who is carrying out
the massacres of kill-
ing children, women
and innocent people in Gaza? Is it the crim-
inal occupation army? The international
community is carrying out the massacres,
calling it a disgrace to humanity. The per-
petrator of this historic crime is the bloody
monster of the Zionist occupation army.’

Relief Campaigns
As a Goodwill Ambassador at the Unit-

; : >

Palestinians search the destroyed annex of the Greek Orthodox Saint Porphyrius Church, the oldest church still in use in Gaza.

° AFP

ed Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF),
Egyptian actress
Mona Zaki reacted
with a video on Ins-
tagram, saying, “We
follow the tragic
events in Gaza with
the utmost oppres-
sion and injustice,
and it is unimaginable the magnitude of
the health, psychological and physical
situation that the children of Palestine
are going through, and the simplest
thing that can be given is to donate to
save them.”

The actress had posted - through the
feature of Story on Instagram - a pic-
ture of a child amid the explosions and
destruction resulting from the bombing
of Gaza, and commented on it, “I wish [
could hide children in my heart until the
end of the war”

Under the title “Help Gaza”, a number
of celebrities also interacted with the
donation campaign called by the Egyp-
tian Red Crescent Society to support the
brotherly Palestinian people.

Singer Tamer Hosni called on his fans
through his Instagram account to pray
for the Palestinian people and support
them, saying, “Donate to the Egyptian
Red Crescent to support our brothers,
children and innocent people in Gaza,”
and asked his followers to donate, even
small amounts.
Actor Ahmad
al-Sakka also inter-
acted with the cam-
paign, posting ways
to donate to Gaza,
and placing the Pal-
estinian flag next to
it on his Instagram
account.

Actor Ahmed Fah-
my also called for donations and the de-
livery of aid to Palestine, who posted a
video on his Instagram account, saying,
“The least we can offer to our brothers
in Gaza is by donating to the Egyptian
Red Crescent Society.”

Tunisian actress Latifa posted a blood

donation campaign and a food bank,
commenting that it was “the least that
can be given to our people in Gaza un-
der the harsh brute conditions.”
This is what the singer Angham did, as
she wrote on Instagram, “In difficult
days, it is easy to fall prey to helpless-
ness, but we can only help in a simple
way, | invite you to help the people of
Palestine not only with prayers but
with assistance that helps them to sur-
vive.”
Through his account on the “X” plat-
form, actor Ahmed Helmy said, “Chil-
dren in the hundreds were killed,
burns, wounds and lost limbs, griev-
ing mothers and fathers and children
whose parents died in front of them,
and their homes were demolished, there
is no safety, food, water, medicines,
fuel or electricity,” and continued that
they have the right to life and must be
helped, and concluded his post by call-
ing for donations to the children of Gaza.
Through his ac-
count on the “X”
platform, Kuwaiti
singer Abdullah
al-Ruwaished in-
4 teracted with the
by solidarity campaign
: launched by the Min-
| istry of Information
[ to relief the Palestin-
. ian people.

Crimes against humanity

Syrian actress Sulaf Fawakher;ji post-
ed a video of a Palestinian child sitting
amid the destruction caused by the
Israeli attack and commented on it, “A
mighty and invincible people from small
to large, our souls are with you at every
moment.”
Tunisian actress
Hend Sabri inter-
acted on Instagram,
writing, “Millions
are losing faith not
only in maps but in
humanity, and [ am
one of them, I refuse
to choose those who

mourn for their children,” and continued
that she is astonished by the disregard
and dehumanization of the Palestinian
people in the media through silence,
and described what
is happening as a
crime.

The Egyptian ac-
tress Sherihan did
not miss and de-
clared her solidar-
ity through the “X”
platform, where
she wrote more
than one post, and
commented that she does not believe
the madness, criminality, brutality, bar-
barism and horrific crimes reached by
the occupation against the Palestinian
people, their land and their holy sites,
children, women and the elderly, and
a life without electricity, water or fuel.

Sherihan denounced the injustice and
oppression of the Palestinian people,
who are living under total siege and
“genocide”, telling the whole world that
“if there was humanity or law to reject
this genocide.”

For his part, the Egyptian actor Khaled
Al-Nabawi - through a post on the plat-
form “X” - that the defense of Palestine
is the defense of the Arab nation from
the Nile to the Euphrates. Jordanian ac-
tress Saba Mubarak put the Palestinian
flag on her Instagram account, stress-
ing her support for Palestine.Egyptian
actor Mohamed Henedy called on the
Palestinian people via X, and singer
Ahmed Fahmy (a member of the WAMA
team) posted on his Instagram account
a video of him calling on the Palestin-
ian people.

On her Instagram
account, singer
Asala Nasri said,
“Palestine is a
homeland that we
adore and belong
to its people” and
called on the peo-
ple of Gaza in the
wounded land to be
victorious.




