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Iran’s renewable water resources are 
decreasing by approximately one billion 
cubic meters due to climate change, an-
nounced the spokesperson of the coun-
try’s water industry. 
“This pressing issue calls for the strict 
implementation of drought adaptation 
programs,” said Firouz Qasemzadeh, ac-
cording to Tasnim News Agency. 
The spokesperson gave the statistics 
during the 13 International Congress 
on Civil Engineering.
“Statistical studies indicate that climate 
change and global warming result in a 
decrese in renewable water sources 
across countries,” he said.
Qasemzadeh specifically noted Iran’s 
conditions, and called for actions to 
mitigate the consequences of climate 
change and combat excessive water 
consumption.
During his panel on climate change and 
the country’s water management and 
engineering strategies, Qasemzadeh 
referenced findings from the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), which suggest that each degree 
of global warming will lead to a mini-
mum 20 percent reduction in access to 
renewable water sources for an addi-
tional seven percent of the global pop-
ulation.
He further emphasized that global 
warming will restrict access to water 

resources worldwide. 
“Given that Iran experiences an average 
temperature increase of 0.5 degrees 
Celsius every decade, this temperature 
rise alone will result in a reduction of 
approximately one billion cubic meters 
of available water resources within the 
country,” he said.
Qasemzadeh warned that if this trend 
continues, coupled with the current 
consumption patterns in Iran, various 
sectors will face severe limitations. 
“Failing to implement operational 
plans to adapt to the changing climate 
will only increase the pressures on wa-
ter supply systems,” he said, adding, 

“Moreover, the continuous population 
growth, alongside infrastructure deteri-
oration and insufficient investment for 
improvement, can further exacerbate 
water tensions.”

Conservation tactics
Renewable water resources refer to the 
naturally replenished water sources, 
such as rivers, lakes, and groundwa-
ter that can be sustainably used with-
out depleting their overall availability. 
To take care of these resources, it is 
crucial to adopt various practices and 
strategies. 
First off, we need to apply measures in 

terms of conservation and efficiency. 
It would be ideal to implement water 
conservation measures in households, 
industries, and agriculture to reduce 
wastage. This can include using wa-
ter-efficient appliances, fixing leaks 
promptly, and adopting irrigation tech-
niques that minimize water loss.
Then, watershed management comes 
into play. Protecting and managing the 
health of watersheds is vital. Watershed 
management involves preserving for-
ests, wetlands, and other natural areas 
that help regulate water flow and main-
tain water quality. This can be achieved 
through land-use planning, reforesta-

tion efforts, and sustainable agricultural 
practices.
Another measure that could be tak-
en is to harvest rainwater. We need to 
collect and store rainwater for various 
purposes, such as irrigation. Rainwa-
ter harvesting systems can range from 
simple rain barrels to more complex 
systems that capture and store runoff 
from rooftops.
Then, we need groundwater manage-
ment. With proper management of 
groundwater resources, as they often 
serve as a primary source of freshwater, 
we can mitigate the effects of climate 
change. This involves monitoring and 
regulating groundwater extraction to 
prevent over-pumping and depletion. 
Other measures include pollution pre-
vention and climate change adaptation. 
The latter is recognizing the impacts of 
climate change on water resources and 
develop strategies for adaptation. This 
may involve implementing water-effi-
cient technologies, diversifying water 
sources, and enhancing storage and 
distribution infrastructure.
Taking care of renewable water re-
sources in imperative for our country, 
and requires a collective effort from in-
dividuals, communities, governments, 
and industries. Through implementing 
these measures and adopting sustain-
able practices, we can ensure the long-
term availability and quality of these 
essential resources.

Iran loses one billion cubic meters 
of renewable water annually

A taste of Vietnam coffee was the 
theme of a gathering at the Vietnam-
ese Embassy in Tehran on Friday 
night, aiming to foster bonds of friend-
ship between the two nations.
On the occasion of National Women’s 
Day in Vietnam – Oct. 20 – and on the 
50th anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic ties between Iran 
and Vietnam, the embassy organized 
“Vietnam Coffee Night” to celebrate 
the friendship and cultural exchange 
between the two nations. A delightful 
Iranian dinner, combined with the cap-
tivating culture of Vietnamese coffee, 

with its pleasant aromas, rich flavors, 
and unique brewing techniques sym-
bolized the cultural exchange between 
the two peoples.
In cooperation with the Iran-Vietnam 
Friendship Association and HTS Film 
Production, the embassy organized 
“Vietnam Coffee Night,” where the 
documentary film, “Growth,” directed 
by Vahid Alvandifar, was screened. The 
film is the story of the growth of cof-
fee: A tale that travels from Yemen to 
Ethiopia and other parts of the world, 
showing it as more than just a bever-
age, but a symbol of friendship among 
nations. 
Known for its motto of ‘Independence, 
Freedom, and Happiness,’ Vietnam 
stands as the second-largest producer 
of Robusta coffee beans globally, fol-
lowing Brazil.
And in Iran, although it was known as 
a symbol of Western culture at the be-
ginning of the Islamic Revolution, cof-
fee found its true place years later. The 
history of coffeehouses in the country 
dates back to the beginning of the 17th 
century, a time when coffee was more 
popular than tea. It was even known 
by Iranian scientists Razi ((865-925 
CE), and Avicenna (980-1037 CE). 

Exploring trade opportunities
The Friday event, which brought to-

gether representatives and coffee 
traders from both sides, was hosted 
by Ambassador Luong Quoc Huy.
In his welcoming speech, the ambas-
sador introduced the audience to Viet-
nam’s coffee culture and expressed his 
delight at Iranians’ interest in Viet-
namese coffee. He also mentioned that 
in the first six months of 2023, coffee 
imports from Vietnam to Iran were 
worth approximately $21 million. 
Vietnam is the world’s second-largest 
coffee exporter, following Brazil.
Referring to trade statistics mentioned 
by the envoy, the head of the Iran-Viet-
nam Friendship Association, Kamal 
Sajjadi, also saw Vietnam as the poten-
tial major coffee bean exporter to Iran.
Promoting the coffee trade between 

the two countries, he expressed the 
friendship association’s support of 
this field.
Sajjadi also elaborated on the activities 
of the Iran-Vietnam Friendship Asso-
ciation that was established 20 years 
ago.
The proposition of the sisterhood be-
tween the capitals, Hanoi and Tehran, 
as well as Thailand’s Can Tho city and 
Amol in Iran’s Mazandaran Province 
has been among the association’s cul-
tural activities. 

Honoring Vietnamese women
The ceremony coincided with the cel-
ebration of Vietnamese Women’s Day. 
Ambassador Quoc Huy extended his 
appreciation for the Vietnamese wom-

en in attendance at Coffee Night by 
presenting them with flowers, symbol-
izing the gratitude of the entire nation.
An old Vietnamese saying, “When 
the enemy is at the gate, the woman 
goes out fighting,” shows that the role 
of women in Vietnam has long been 
linked to the struggle for indepen-
dence, the first element of the motto 
of “Independence, Freedom, and Hap-
piness”.
On October 20, 1930, Vietnamese 
women, supported by the Communist 
Party of Vietnam, united against im-
perialism and formed an organization 
that was later known as the Vietnam 
Women’s Union. Since then, Vietnam 
celebrates this day to honor the orga-
nization and Vietnamese women.

‘Vietnam Coffee Night’ symbolizes cultural exchange
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Hepatitis infection in Iran down from 5 to 1%

Iran dispatches 4th humanitarian aid to quake-hit Afghanistan

IRNA – According to the head of the Irani-
an Association for the Study of Liver Dis-
eases, hepatitis infection rates in Iran have 
significantly decreased, almost eradicating 
the disease throughout the country. 
The Association highlighted that infection 
rates have dropped from five percent to one 

percent, with over 40 million Iranians having 
received the hepatitis vaccine.  In fact, many 
cities in Iran currently report no cases of hep-
atitis infection.  This achievement is attribut-
ed to improved access to effective medica-
tions for treating hepatitis B and C, resulting 
in the lowest infection levels in the country.

MEHR – In response to a series of devas-
tating earthquakes in neighboring Afghan-
istan, Iran has sent its fourth consignment 
of humanitarian aid to the affected areas. 
Hadi Ramezani, the head of the Irani-
an Red Crescent Society in Taybad, an-
nounced that a 40-ton shipment was dis-
patched from the Dowqarun border. The 
aid, which includes essential items such 

as food, blankets, and carpets, was collect-
ed by the residents of Taybad. It will be 
distributed among the Afghan people in 
the Zinda Jan district of Herat. 
Ramezani further mentioned that Iran 
has already sent three previous consign-
ments, totaling over 690 tons of donat-
ed goods, to assist those affected by the 
earthquakes. 

Vietnam’s Ambassador 
in Tehran Luong Quoc 
Huy delivers a speech 
at “Vietnam Coffee 
Night”, held in Tehran 
on October 20, 2023, 
on the occasion of 
Vietnamese Women’s 
Day, to celebrate 
cultural exchanges 
with Iran.
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