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Hamas pledgedto confrontIsraeli attacks with “full force” after the regime's
military widened its air and ground attacks on the Palestinian enclave.
Despiteinternational warnings over the humanitarian catastrophe, Israel’s
military suggested on Saturday that along-promised ground offensive

had begun.

This is while an over-
whelming majority of na-
tions-120 countries - vot-
ed on Friday for a United
Nations resolution calling
for a “sustained humani-
tariantruce” in Gaza.

Also, in a phone conversa-
tion on Saturday, heads of
the states of Iran and Qatar
urgedstronger supportfor
Palestinians against the
Israeli onslaught that, ac-
cording to the Palestinian
Health Ministry, has killed
at least 7,703 people, in-
cluding 3,500 children.

Israeliincursion
foiled

On Saturday, the Palestin-
ian resistance group that
runs Gaza said its fighters
were clashing with Israeli
troops in areas near the
border.

Hamas confirmed that
the Palestinian resistance
group foiled the Israeli
ground offensive attempt-
ingtoinvade the GazaStrip
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onthree axes ofthe strip.
The movement revealed
thatitlured intruding forc-
es into several ambush-
es, leading to casualties
amongenemy lines.
Israel said on Saturday
morning its troops, sent in
on Friday night, were still
in the field, without elabo-
rating.

The regime had earlier
made only brief sorties
into Gaza during three
weeks of bombardment
toroot out Hamas fighters,
whoitsaid had killed more
than 1,400 Israelis.

The mostintense
airstrike

On Friday evening, Israel
intensified its bombard-
ment of the Gaza Strip, the
army said, striking dozens
of Hamastargets, especial-
lyunderground tunnels.
The blistering air and ar-
tillery assault destroyed
hundreds of buildings
and thousands of houses

across the strip, the civil
defense service in the Pal-
estinian territory said.
Gaza residents told CNN
that the evening's air-
strikes were the most
intense they have experi-
enced since Israel began to
retaliate against Hamas’s
October 7 attack.

Adiresituation

Gaza was under an almost
complete blackout, with
internet and phone ser-
vices cut for more than 12
hours by Saturday morn-
ing. Telecom firms and the
Palestinian Red Crescent
Society said it was the re-
sult of Israeli bombard-
ments.

Other countries, United
Nations officials and aid
agencies described a dire
situation on the ground
in Gaza as ambulances
left without cellphone or
radio service resorted to
chasing the sound of ar-
tillery fire to local people

wounded.

The UN High Commission-
er for Human Rights Volker
Turk warned on Saturday
there was the potential for
thousands more civilians
to die if Israel presses a
major ground offensive in
Gaza.

The head of the World
Health Organization
(WHO), Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, said the
blackout was “making it
impossible” forambulanc-
es to reach the injured in
Gaza.

Nations'vote

In New York, UN member
nations voted for a “sus-
tained humanitarian truce
leading to a cessation of
hostilities” in the war be-
tween Israel and Hamas,
so that humanitarian aid
canreach civiliansin Gaza.
Thevote outcome prompt-
edaburstofloud applause
in the assembly hall where
delegates had gathered to
vote and debate. The US,
like Israel, has sharply crit-
icized the effort and was
one of 14 countries that
voted against it on Friday,
CNNreported.

Jordan brought the res-
olution to the General
Assembly after succes-
sive attempts to call for
cease-fires and humani-
tarian pauses failed in the
more powerful Security
Council.

While a UN General As-
sembly vote is politically
significant, it is not bind-
ing, and comes amid a lack
of global consensus on
howtoresolve the crisis.
Ahead of the vote, Jordan’s
Foreign Minister Ayman
Safadiurged othersto sup-
port the resolution, warn-

ing on social media that
Israel’s expanding ground
operations “will be a hu-
manitarian catastrophe of
epic proportions for years
tocome.”

“Millions will be watching
every vote. History will
judge,” he said.

Iran, Qatar for closer
Muslim unity
IranianPresidentEbrahim
Raisi and Emir of Qatar
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani weighed plans
for closer Muslim unity to
stop the Israeli regime’s
“war machine”.

In a phone conversation
on Saturday, Raisi stressed
that Palestine is in urgent
need of effective and se-
rious support from the
world, particularly Mus-
lim nations, to end geno-
cidal Israel’s war machine
and crimes.

The support provided by
Western states, especially
the US, has given the Zion-
istregimethegreenlightto
commit atrocities against
Gaza, Raisideplored.

The emir of Qatar said the
crimes being committed
against the people of Gaza
attesttothe Western coun-
tries’ double standards,
which have already been
discredited.

Reaffirming Qatar’s sup-
port for the legitimate
rights of Palestinians to
defense and self-determi-
nation, Al Thani said re-
gional and Muslim nations
can join hands to halt Isra-
el’swarmachine.

Also, in an interview with
Bloomberg Television
from Iran’s mission to the
UN in New York, Iranian
Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian warned
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that a ground invasion
would have dire conse-
quences forIsrael.
“Opening of new fronts
will be unavoidable and
thatwill putIsraelinanew
situation that will make
it regret its actions,” he
said. “This has reached the
point of explosion. Any-
thing is possible and any
frontcanbe openedup.”
Criticizing the West’s sup-
portoflsrael, he said, “The
US is advising others to
show self-restraint, but it
has sided with Israel total-
ly”.

He also said groups at-
tacking US forces in Syria
and Iraq are acting inde-
pendently, and haven’t
received direction from
Tehran.

‘Main culprit’behind
Gaza ‘massacre’
Addressing a massive
pro-Palestinian rally - a
crowd of 1.5 million -inIs-
tanbul on Saturday, Turk-
ishPresidentRecep Tayyip
Erdogan called Western
powers “the main culprit”
behind the Israeli army’s
“massacre” of Palestinians
in Gaza.

“If we leave aside some
conscientious voices... the
massacre in Gaza is entire-
ly the work of the West,”
Erdogan told the Turkish
and Palestinian flag-wav-
ing crowd.

Erdogan added that Israel
was behaving like a “war
criminal”.

He accused Western pow-
ers of “shedding tears”
over the death of civilians
in Ukraine and turning a
blind eye on the death of
Palestinian civilians in
Gaza.

And he accused Israel’s al-

lies of creating a “crusade
war atmosphere,” pitting
Christians against Mus-
lims.

“Listen to our call for di-
alogue,” Erdogan said.
“No one loses from a just
peace.”

The US and other Western
countries have offered
strong support to Israel
buthad urged it to hold off
on a ground offensive for
fear that high casualties
among Palestinians would
fuel wider conflict.

Moscow’s most
critical ofIsrael yet
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov has said
that Israel’s bombard-
ment of Gaza runs
counter to inter-
national law and
risks creating a
catastrophe

that could last
decades.

Lavrov

ma d e

the com-
ments,

some of Mos-

COW'’Ss most
critical of Israel
yet,inaninterview
with the Belarusian
state news agency
Belta.

Globalrallies

Millions of demonstrators
rallied in cities in Europe,
the Middle East and Asia
on Saturday to show sup-
portforthe Palestinians.
In one of the biggest
marches, in London, ae-
rial footage showed large
crowds marching through
the center of the capital to
demand the government
of Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak call foracease-fire.




