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Leader:Leader:
Final Final 
victory is victory is 
Palestinians’ Palestinians’ 
and won’t and won’t 
be farbe far

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei speaks 
during a meeting with students from across the country on November 1, 
2023, ahead of National Student Day and the National Day of Fight Against 
Global Arrogance.

 khamenei.ir

Leader of Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei said on Wednes-
day that “the final victory be-
longs to Palestinians” in their 
fight against Israel and that 
such a triumph will not be too 
“far off”. 
Ayatollah Khamenei made 
the remarks during a meeting 
with students from across the 
country, ahead of the National 
Student Day and the National 
Day of Fighting Against Global 
Arrogance, which Iranians cel-
ebrate on November 4, Press 
TV reported.
He also called upon Muslim 
states to press for an end to 
the ongoing Israeli atrocities 
against the besieged Gaza Strip, 
impose sanctions on the Tel 
Aviv regime, and stop oil and 
goods exports to the occupied 
territories.
The Leader lauded the Pales-
tinians for their resistance and 
steadfastness in the face of Is-
raeli atrocities in the besieged 
Gaza Strip, stating that their re-
silience has aroused the human 
conscience.
“What Muslim states must in-
sist on is the immediate cessa-
tion of [Israeli] crimes in Gaza. 
They must promptly stop the 
bombardment of Gaza, and 
stop the export of oil and other 
commodities to the Zionist re-
gime,” he said.
“Muslim states must not coop-
erate economically with the 
Zionist regime, but denounce 
these catastrophes and crimes 
vociferously and without hes-
itation in all international fo-
rums.”
“The scale and circumstanc-
es of what is going on must be 
clarified. The Zionist regime 
must be condemned, and the 
entire Muslim world must be 
mobilized against it,” the Lead-
er added.

The Leader noted that protest-
ers in Western countries, Brit-
ain, France, Italy and various US 
states have taken to the streets 
en masse and chanted slogans 
in condemnation of Israel and 
the United States.
“It was an absolute disgrace for 
them, which they can neither 
recover from nor justify,” the 
Leader said.
“The Muslim world should not 
forget that all through the crit-
ical issue of Gaza, the countries 
which stood against Islam and 
the oppressed Palestinian na-
tion was [the United States of] 
America, France and Britain.”
He went on to say that the cen-
tral issue nowadays is not the 
Israeli war on Gaza, but rather 
the battle between the truth 
and falsehood, and the fight 
between the power of faith and 
the power of arrogance.

US help
The Leader also said, “The blow 
to the Zionist regime is irrep-
arable. I said this at the begin-
ning, I emphasize it now, and 
I repeat it. It’s now gradually 
shown in the words of the Zi-
onist regime’s officials that the 
blow they received is not a blow 
that can be compensated. They 
cannot compensate for it.”
“The Zionist regime is now 
helpless and confused. Tel 
Aviv lies to his own people. 
The fact that they express con-
cern about their captives in the 
hands of the Palestinians is also 
a lie. This lying is out of hapless-
ness. The Israeli bombings may 
kill their own captives.”
Ayatollah Khamenei stressed, 
“Now, the Zionist regime is in 
shock and confused. It doesn’t 
know what to do. If it weren’t 
for the help of the United States, 
the Zionist regime would 
have collapsed in a matter of  
days.”

Bolivia cuts Israeli ties 
as Chile, Colombia 
recall envoys

International Desk

Bolivia said on Tuesday it 
had broken diplomatic ties 
with Israel because of its 
“crimes against humanity” 
in the Gaza Strip, while 
neighbors Colombia and 
Chile recalled their ambas-
sadors to Israel for consul-
tations.
Bolivian officials cited the 
number of Palestinian ca-
sualties in Gaza that have 
resulted from the over-
three-week war between 
Israel and Hamas. 
Bolivia decided to break 
diplomatic relations with 
“Israel in repudiation and 
condemnation of the ag-
gressive and dispropor-
tionate Israeli military of-
fensive taking place in the 
Gaza Strip,” Freddy Mama-
ni, Bolivia’s deputy foreign 
minister, said at a news con-
ference.
Also, Bolivian President 
Arce said on social media 
on Monday, “We reject the 
war crimes being commit-
ted in Gaza. We support 
international initiatives to 
guarantee humanitarian 
aid, in compliance with in-
ternational law.”
The three South American 
countries called for a cease-
fire, with Bolivia and Chile 
pushing for the passage of 
humanitarian aid into the 
zone, and accusing Israel 
of violating international 
law. The nations lambasted 
Israel’s attacks on Gaza and 
condemned the deaths of 
Palestinian citizens.
According to Gaza health 
authorities, 8,796 people, 
including 3,542 children, 
have been killed in Israeli 
attacks since Oct. 7.
Chile decided to recall its 

ambassador “in the face 
of the unacceptable viola-
tions of international hu-
manitarian law committed 
by Israel in the Gaza Strip,” 
the its Foreign Ministry 
said.
Colombia’s President Gus-
tavo Petro also announced 
he was recalling his coun-
try’s ambassador to Israel.
“If Israel does not stop the 
massacre of the Palestinian 
people, we cannot remain 
there,” Petro wrote on X.

LatAm states’ stance
Bolivia is among the first 
countries to actively break 
diplomatic relations with 
Israel over its war in Gaza, 
retaliation for an Oct. 7 at-
tack in southern Israel by 
Palestinian Hamas resis-
tance group, who Israel 
says killed 1,400 people 
and abducted 240 prison-
ers.
But other Latin American 
countries, such as Mexico 
and Brazil, have also called 
for a cease-fire.
According to UN officials, 
more than 1.4 million, of 
Gaza’s civilian population 
of about 2.3 million, have 
been made homeless.
In Asia, Uzbek President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev ex-
pressed strong solidarity 
with the people of Palestine 
and supported their right 
to create an independent 
state.
He also allocated $1.5 mil-
lion for essential humani-
tarian aid to the Gaza Strip
Mirziyoyev emphasized the 
need for ceasing hostilities 
and seeking a peaceful res-
olution. He warned that an 
escalation of violence could 
have far-reaching and un-
predictable consequences, 

affecting not only the Mid-
dle East but also distant 
countries. 

Limited evacuations 
allowed
As Israeli forces pressed 
their battle against Hamas 
fighters in the Palestinian 
enclave on Wednesday, a 
first group of injured evacu-
ees from Gaza crossed into 
Egypt under a Qatari-medi-
ated deal, Egyptian media 
and a source at the border 
said.
The evacuees were driv-
en in ambulances through 
the Rafah border crossing. 
Under the deal reached 
between Egypt, Israel 
and Hamas, a number of 
foreigners and critically 
wounded people will be al-
lowed to leave the besieged 
territory, where Israeli 
airstrikes pounded Jaba-
lia, Gaza’s largest refugee 
camp, for the second day 
Wednesday.
Even as bombings have 
driven tens of thousands 
from their homes and food, 
water and fuel run low, no 
one has been allowed to 
leave the embattled en-
clave, except for four pris-
oners released by Hamas. 
Another prisoner was res-
cued by Israeli forces earli-
er this week. 
The Wednesday evacuation 

followed another day of 
bloodshed in Gaza, in which 
an Israeli air strike on Tues-
day killed about 50 people 
in a refugee camp, accord-
ing to Palestinian health 
officials.
Israel claimed the attack 
on Jabalia killed a senior 
Hamas commander and 
many other fighters.

Israel commits 
‘massacres’ to cover 
‘defeats’
Meanwhile, the leader 
of Palestinian resistance 
group Hamas, Ismail Hani-
yeh, said on Wednesday Is-
rael commits "massacres" 
in the Gaza war to cover its 
own "defeats".
Israel is "committing bar-
baric massacres against 
unarmed civilians", he said 
in a speech broadcast by 
Al Jazeera, adding that "its 
villainy will not save them 
from resounding defeat".

Graveyard for 
children
The UN said Tuesday the 
Gaza Strip has become a 
graveyard for thousands of 
children, fearing more may 
die also of dehydration.
The UN children’s agen-
cy UNICEF said there was 
a risk that the number of 
child deaths directly from 
bombardment could be 



One of the myths surrounding Israel was its deterrent 
power. This myth was debunked by Operation Al-Aq-
sa Storm, which was carried out by around 200 Hamas 
fighters alone. Although, during the 33-day war and 
other operations of the resistance front, these myths 
were challenged, it was during the recent war that we 
witnessed the final shattering of this myth.
The apartheid regime of Israel, which classifies even 
its own Jewish residents into first and second-class 
citizens, has another symbol known as the Holocaust. 
But even that symbol has been tainted by the recent 
war crimes of Israel, especially its targeting of children 
in Gaza.

A symbolic religion of fear
Zionist Judaism is a phobic religion built on the fear 
of the other. it is a new, artificial, and counterfeit re-
ligion and therefore, inherently incapable of produc-
ing symbols on its own. So, myths and symbols such 
as deterrence must be created for it. Deterrence refers 
to the Arab-Israeli war and especially the capabilities 
of the regime to use nuclear weapons. The function of 
this myth is to allay the natural fears of Jewish residents 
who live in occupied lands.
Today, however, it has become clear that the regime has 
limited capability to use its deterring power such as its 
vast arsenal of nuclear weapons against Hamas. This 
is mainly because the land is so small that any nuclear 
radiation will affect Israeli residents too. Iran is not a 
great target for the nukes as well given the country’s 
vast expanse of land and incomparable population.

Another mass exodus in sight
Operation Al-Aqsa Storm has heightened the phobia of 
Israeli Jews in a way never seen before. The community, 
still suffering from the traumatic fear of the Holocaust 
— whether it be real or delusional — once fled from 
Europe swiftly. It is predicted that this time, too, the 
community will witness a mass exodus as the residents 
of the occupied territories, many of whom hold dual cit-
izenship, probably immigrate to other countries.
If the United States’ atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki shattered the myth that the Japanese never 
surrenders, Operation Al-Aqsa Storm shattered Isra-
el’s myths of deterrence, security, invincibility, and, 
more importantly, permanence. But the crucial dif-
ference lies in the fact that the Japanese are no longer 
afraid of atomic attacks, while the fears of the Zionists 
will never be eased unless they abandon the occupied 
land of Palestine.

Palestinians oppressed yet empowered
Another point to note is that Hamas carried out a histor-
ic and defensive act for its besieged people, and in the 
process, some non-combatant individuals, including 
an American tourist, have been killed. This prompted 
the enemies of the Islamic resistance to once again seek 
to promote and solidify the idea that the Palestinians 
are not victims. Hamas should know that national and 
ethnic myths are never shattered by a single act. This is 
especially true for genuine and deeply rooted national 
myths. While the victimhood of Palestine is a historical, 
authentic symbol supported by evidence, the myths of 
Zionism are artificial, which makes their collapse eas-
ier.
Moreover, in the recent war, Palestine — which has so 
far gained nothing from its victimhood, not even a nego-
tiation or compromise — shattered both its own myth 
of being submissive and Israel’s myth of invincibility. 
Palestine emerged from this war as a more flourish-
ing, wiser, resilient, and glorious entity. The resistance 
challenged the so-called “realist” logic of most Western 
governments. Western realism is primitive, warmon-
gering, and based on aggression and expansionism, 
whereas the realism governing Hamas is a natural, 
rights-based one that believes in the face of blockade, 
invasion, humiliation, and terror, resorting to force and 
taking arms is necessary.
In a time when the UN has repeatedly warned in vain 
about the daily killing of Palestinians in the occupied 
territories by Israel and Jewish settlers, the resistance 
movement will have no choice but to adopt an offen-
sive stance, a stance that will render Israel even more 
unstable and restless and bring its integrity closer to 
total collapse. This stance will empower Palestine and 
compel the world to take a more serious look at the Pal-
estinian cause and make a more historically informed 
and accurate judgment about it.

Al-Aqsa Storm 
debunks Zionist 
myths
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eclipsed.
“Our gravest fears about 
the reported numbers of 
children killed becoming 
dozens, then hundreds, and 
ultimately thousands were 
realized in just a fortnight,” 
UNICEF spokesman James 
Elder said.
“The numbers are appall-
ing; reportedly more than 
3,450 children killed; stag-
geringly this rises signifi-
cantly every day.
“Gaza has become a grave-
yard for thousands of chil-
dren. It’s a living hell for ev-
eryone else.”
Without greater humani-
tarian access into Gaza, “the 
deaths from the attacks, 
they could absolutely be 
the tip of the iceberg,” Elder 

told reporters in Geneva, 
via video-link.
He said more than one mil-
lion children living in the 
Gaza Strip were also suffer-
ing from a lack of clean wa-
ter. Elder said that accord-
ing to figures from health 
faculties in Gaza, 940 chil-
dren were missing.
UNICEF is calling for an 
immediate humanitarian 
cease-fire, with all access 
crossings into Gaza opened 
for the safe, sustained and 
unimpeded access of hu-
manitarian aid, including 
water, food, medical sup-
plies, and fuel. Also, UN hu-
manitarian agency spokes-
man Jens Laerke said, “It’s 
almost unbearable to think 
about children buried un-
der rubble, but (with) very 
little opportunity or possi-
bility for getting them out.”

‘Public health 
catastrophe’
Amid overcrowding, 

mass displacement and 
damage to infrastruc-
ture, the World Health 
Organization spokes-
person, Christian Lind-
meier, warned of the risk 
of civilian deaths not 
directly linked to Israeli  
bombardment.
“It’s an imminent pub-
lic health catastrophe 
that looms with the mass 
displacement, the over-
crowding, the damage 
to water and sanitation 
infrastructure,” Lindmei-
er told reporters. “We 
have 130 premature in-
fants that are dependent 
on incubators, of which 
61 percent approxi-
mately are in the north,” 
he said.

Communications 
‘completely’ shut off
Israel laid a total siege on 
Gaza following October 7, 
cutting off food, fuel, water 
and power supplies to the 
territory. From October 
21-30, 143 trucks carry-
ing food, water and medi-
cine entered the Gaza Strip 
via the Rafah crossing with 
Egypt. 
The Palestinian tele-
communications agen-
cy said that internet and 

phone networks were 
down across the strip on 
Wednesday, in the sec-
ond such blackout in the 
besieged territory in less 
than a week.
“To our good people in 
the beloved country, we 
are sorry to announce 
that communications and 
internet services have 
been completely cut off 
in Gaza,” the Palestine 
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Company (Paltel) said 
on X.
Global network monitor 
Netblocks confirmed that 
Gaza “is in the midst of a 
new internet blackout, 
with high impact to the 
last remaining major op-
erator, Paltel.”

‘All lives matter’
Meanwhile, French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron 
called for “civilians in Gaza 
to be protected first”.
He said Wednesday he 
“hates the debate” over 
the value of “Jewish lives” 
and “Palestinian lives” and 
called for “civilians in Gaza 
to be protected first”.
"All lives matter in this 
world," he stressed.
Also, the Orthodox Patri-
archate of Al-Quds blamed 

Israel Tuesday for the 
overnight bombing of its 
cultural center in Gaza and 
condemned the “direct and 
unjustified attack”.

Iran’s warning
In the latest in a series of 
warnings from Iran, For-
eign Minister Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian warned 
Israel and the United States 
that the continuation of the 
war against the besieged 
Gaza Strip could result in 
“another surprise” by the 
resistance forces.
“In my meeting yesterday, 
political officials of Hamas 
noted that in case the war 
is not stopped, the region 
would be closer to the level 

of taking a bigger decision,” 
Amir-Abdollahain told a 
joint press conference with 
his Turkish counterpart, 
Hakan Fidan.
“If an immediate cease-fire 
doesn’t take place in the 
Gaza Strip and the rapid at-
tacks by US and the Zionist 
regime continue, then the 
consequences would be 
harsh,” he said.
Amir-Abdollahian said Iran 
continues to follow up on po-
litical talks to end the Israeli 
bombing as soon as possible.
The country says it sup-
ports Hamas but did not 
play any role in the resis-
tance group’s attack on Isra-
el last month. Both Iran and 
Turkey have condemned 
Israel’s subsequent bom-
bardment of Gaza.
Fidan, for his part, said Tur-
key doesn’t want the con-
flict in Gaza to spiral into a 
regional war.
“It is not difficult to predict 
that this spiral of violence 
will grow,” without a per-
manent solution to the war, 
he warned.

AP, AFP, Reuters, and Press 
TV contributed to this 
report.

This picture taken on October 
31, 2023, from a position near 
Sderot along the border with 
the Gaza Strip in southern 
Israel shows an Israeli tank 
rolling amid ongoing battles 
between Israel and the 
Palestinian Hamas movement.
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People enter the Rafah border 
crossing in the southern Gaza 
Strip before crossing into Egypt 
on November 1, 2023. 

 MOHAMMED ABED/AFP

This picture shows buildings in 
the Gaza Strip that have been 
destroyed by Israeli bombardment 
on October 31, 2023.

 YURI CORTEZ/AFP
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