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Persepolis, the historical 
marvel of ancient Persia, 
faces a worrying catastro-
phe as experts warn of en-
vironmental deterioration, 
official indifference, and 
illegal activities threat-
ening its very existence. 
The iconic site, known as 
Takht-e Jamshid or Perse-
polis, has been the subject 
of concerns raised by envi-
ronmentalists and cultural 
heritage preservationists 
for years, yet meaningful 
actions to protect it remain 
indefinable, while the fac-
tors worsening this crisis 
continue to increase.
Persepolis,  located in 

Marvdasht, Fars Province, 
boasts a rich history dating 
back to the Achaemenid 
Empire. The threat of land 
subsidence and the po-
tential collapse of ancient 
sites have attracted the 
attention of environmen-
tal experts for quite some 
time. Nevertheless, the sit-
uation has not improved, 
and several factors are now 
putting the historic site 
on the verge of collapse, 
as reported in an article 
published by the Persian 
language daily newspaper 
Ettela’at. 
Extensive drilling, both 
legal and illegal, coupled 
with uncontrolled ground-
water consumption in tra-

ditional agriculture have 
pushed this invaluable 
heritage into a highly risky 
state. Unless immediate 
and effective measures are 
taken to address these crit-
ical issues, the world-re-
nowned Persepolis could 
be at serious risk.
The expansion of agricul-
ture, particularly rice cul-
tivation, and the drilling 
of new wells in Marvdasht 
region are harmful and un-
lawful activities that have 
not only gone unchecked 
but have also increased. 
Studies conducted by the 
University of Shiraz in var-
ious regions of Fars Prov-
ince show land subsidence 
in some areas ranging 

from 20 to 30 centimeters, 
and in others, a shocking 
50 to 100 centimeters. This 
is an alarming trend.
A crack measuring 200 
meters in length, one me-
ter in width, and one me-
ter in depth, appeared in 
the area of Persepolis in 
recent years. Additional-
ly, several relatively deep 
rifts emerged within 500 
meters of Persepolis, fur-
ther intensifying concerns 
and signaling the alarm for 
the potential expansion 
of these cracks and land 
subsidence, putting the 
ancient Persepolis at risk.
Environmental experts, 
who have been warning 
about these subsidence 
issues and their destruc-
tive consequences for the 
Marvdasht region (home 
to Persepolis and Naqsh-e 
Rostam), insist that only 
through measures such as 
changing crop patterns, 

preventing new well drill-
ing, changing irrigation 
methods, and promoting 
water conservation can 
the land subsidence in this 
historic area be prevented.
The worrying part is that 
there seems to be little to 
no commitment to save the 
land of Fars and its ancient 
treasures, which are a cen-
tral part of Iran’s cultural 
and historical identity. 
Reports of new well drill-
ing in the Marvdasht area, 
even within the protective 
zone of Persepolis, only 
reinforce these claims. The 
expansion of rice farming 
in the region, not only un-
regulated but encouraged, 
makes the situation worse.
The head of the Iranian Na-
tional Institute for Ocean-
ography and Atmospheric 
Science at the University 
of Shiraz, Mohammad Ja’far 
Nazemosadat, emphasizes 
the need to declare certain 

areas around the global 
heritage site of Persepolis 
off-limits for groundwater 
extraction and traditional 
agriculture. 
He asserts that uncon-
trolled groundwater ex-
traction in Marvdasht 
region will lead to the 
destruction of the ancient 
sites in this area.
In a conversation with 
Tasnim news agency, 
Nazemosadat highlighted 
the growing concern that, 
with time, climate condi-
tions are reaching extreme 
levels, where the risk of 
either flooding or severe 
drought becomes more 
pronounced. For instance, 
in Shiraz, the temperature 
has increased by about two 
degrees Celsius compared 
to a century ago.
He stresses that the cur-
rent problem in Marvdasht 
region and many other 
plains in Fars is that in the 

past, water was present 
close to the surface, and 
people even struggled with 
high water levels. However, 
over time, the water levels 
have withdrew, in some ar-
eas reaching depths of sev-
eral hundred meters.
Nazemosadat expresses 
concern about the emerg-
ing water stress in the 
region and highlights the 
importance of implement-
ing water management, 
particularly in the Perse-
polis area. 
He argues that the cultural 
heritage department and 
regional water authorities 
should collaborate to en-
sure that water remains 
specific to this geographi-
cal area and does not flow 
out to lower regions. Fail-
ure to do so may result in 
catastrophic and irrevers-
ible subsidence within the 
next decade.
According to this report, 
Marvdasht, with its moun-
tainous climate in Fars 
Province, is home to a 
large number of historical 
sites, including Pasargadae, 
Naqsh-e Rostam, the tombs 
of Ardeshir II and Ardeshir 
III, and many more ancient 
treasures.
The urgency of the situa-
tion necessitates immedi-
ate attention and action to 
preserve this iconic piece 
of Iran’s history. Neglect-
ing Persepolis and its sur-
rounding region not only 
endangers the tangible 
remains of a famous past, 
but also the cultural and 
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France to 
screen three 
Iranian 
animations

IRNA – Three short an-
imated films ‘Rainbow 
Fish,’ directed by Farkhon-
deh Torabi, ‘Shangool and 
Mangool,’ by Torabi and 
‘LiLi Hozak’ by late direc-
tor Vajihollah Fard Mo-
qaddam, are slated to be 
screened in the First Steps 
Towards the 3 Continents 
Section of the Three Con-
tinents Festival in Nantes, 
France, from November 27 
to December 3. 
The section is featuring 
a collection of films from 
Iran, Brazil, and Senegal 
this year for children aged 
three and above, as well as 
their families.
These films were produced 
in 1996, 1999, and 1992, 
respectively, and have once 
again garnered the atten-
tion of the organizers of 
the Three Continents Film 
Festival after many years.
Explaining the selection 
of this animation collec-
tion from the Institute 
for the Intellectual Devel-
opment of Children and 
Young Adults, it is said: “ 
“three stories full of ten-
derness and emotion with 
a family theme, where 
the heroes are made from 
fabric, wool, or cut pa-
per. It presents a magical 
world inspired by Iranian 
traditions.”

Mohammad Ali Rajabi
Cartoonist

Iranian cinemagoers 
set new record

Iranian film industry 
saw a new record in 
terms of the number of 
viewers on a single day, 
attracting 272,000 at-
tendees to cinema halls 
on November 7. 
A total of 3,175 screen-
ings were organized, 
generating box office 
revenue of $142,000.
According to IRNA, in 
recent months, the film 
industry in Iran has 
experienced a revival, 
drawing a large number 
of audiences back to the 

cinemas. 
On November 7, the 
film with the highest 
number of viewer was 
Masoud Atyabi’s come-
dy ‘Hotel’ that attracted 
151,000 moviegoers, 
earning $80,000. 
I ra n i a n  a n i m a t i o n 
‘Smart Kid,’ became the 
second most-watched 
film with 50,000 view-
ers, generating $24,140 
revenue in a single day.
From October 24 on-
wards, each week has 
seen a steady increase 
in the number of mov-
iegoers, though ‘Fossil’, 
directed by Karim Ami-
ni, still remains among 
the top-selling movies. 
On November 7, this 

successful comedy at-
tracted an additional 
24,000 viewers, adding 
$12,200 to reach final 
revenue of $5,600,000.
‘Coconut 2,’  though 
three months passed 
from its screening, con-
tinues to draw atten-
tion. This film attracted 
over 11,000 viewers on 
the given day, contrib-
uting $5,540 to its box 
office.
It appears that the Ira-
nian box office favors 
comedies and chil-
dren’s films. However, 
two social films, ‘Pop-
ular’ and ‘About Eight 
O’clock in the Morning,’ 
began screening on 
November 8, aiming to 
positively impact box 
office revenues.


