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South Khorasan Province’s journey

to thriving tourism
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Heritage sites and tourism routes
have a crucial role in attracting
both domestic and internation-
al tourists, making them vital for
the development of the tourism
industry.

A destination can truly stand out
and thrive when it offers distinctive
and unforgettable experiences,
with the responsibility falling on
well-plannedtouristevents.By com-
bining events with tourism devel-
opment, we can create captivating
attractions and, through effective
planning, marketing, and execution,
establish them as important strate-
gies for fair and consistent distribu-
tion of tourism benefits across var-
ious regions and timeframes in the
country,IRNAwrote.

By collaborating with local com-
munities, organizing tourism
events not only creates social
excitement but also increases
social participation in various
programs. It provides a platform
for reviving arts, traditions, and
customs, introducing them to
new generations, and serves as

an effective means of attracting
tourists, especially to rural and
pristine areas while promoting
targetedregions.

The diverse festivals registered in
the national tourism event calen-
dar in South Khorasan Province
are a promising sign of increasing
tourist influx and the thriving of
thisindustry

Tourism events serve as a won-
derful opportunity for people to
explore and embrace the diverse
cultures of various regions. In this
regard, South Khorasan Province
has made a significant mark, with
11 of its events registered on the
national tourism calendar. This
remarkable achievement high-
lights the province’s substantial
contributiontotourismsector.
The promotion of cultural and
heritage events across various
fields has greatly contributed to
the flourishing tourism in South
Khorasan Province. Arecentnote-
worthy example is the highly suc-
cessful second National Barberry
Festival, which took place from
October 21st to October 26th this
year. It is worth mentioning that

alongside this festival, an exciting
farm tourism event was intro-
duced as one of the captivating
sideprograms.

The signing of seven memoranda
of understanding (MoUs) between
the public and private sectors
aims to help promote the posi-
tion of South Khorasan Province’s
barberry crop, which holds the
first rank in its production in the
country, and to complete the val-
ue-added chain.

Director General of South Kho-
rasan Province’s Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Organization Hadi Shahverdi
announced recently that the Date
HarvestFestival of Tabashasbeen
addedtothetourismcalendar.
Following the registration of this
event, dedicated efforts are being
made to meticulously plan spe-
cialized tours for the Date Har-
vest Festival in Tabas, ensuring
that attendees have an engaging
and immersive experience. This
thoughtful planning aims to not
only introduce and showcase the
festival but also to highlight an-
other captivating attraction of the

province.

He mentioned that four other cul-
tural and tourism events are cur-
rentlybeingregistered.

He noted that one of the effective
measures in the realm of tourism
development in the province,
aimed at attracting tourists, is or-
ganizing national and provincial
events.Currently,eventregistration
has been initiated at the provincial
level, with plans for national reg-
istration to follow. This initiative
holds great potential for enhancing
tourismand increasingthe number
ofvisitorstotheregion.
“Approximately 100 events have
been identified that have the po-
tential to be registered on the list
of cultural heritage. We are work-
ing on refining them and increas-
ing the number of tourism events
inthe province,” hesaid.

He added that tourists who want
to travel to different provinces of-
ten consider what events and fes-
tivals are happening in that prov-
inceduringtheirtrip.

He said that tourism agencies are
important to those who plan, and
when tourists travel to a province,
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it's important for them to know
what events they will encounter.
Therefore, the higher the quality
of these events, the more attrac-
tiveitis for tourists and it will lead
to attracting more tourists in the
comingyearsand months.

“As an initial step, we have desig-
nated autumn as the main tour-
ism season for South Khorasan
Province. This is due to the fact
that this season has the potential
to attract the largest number of
tourists to visit the agricultural,
mining, historical, and natural
sitesofthe province.”

He added that presently, the tour-
isminfrastructure of the province
is well-equipped and capable of
meeting the needs of travelers.
In the event of any deficiencies, a
streamlined permit process has
been established to address them
promptly.

“Moreover, we take pride in our
ability to provide ample accom-
modations for tourists in the ur-
ban areas throughout the prov-
ince,”hesaid.

Shahverdisaid the thirteenth gov-
ernment has taken positive steps

in the area of road improvement,
and it is necessary to expand the
road network in the province to
ensure the safety of tourists. Addi-
tionally, given the vast expanse of
South Khorasan Province, thereis
a need to increase infrastructure
such as health care services, ac-
commodation facilities, and rest
areas. Plans are already in prog-
resstoaddresstheseneeds.

He noted that the failure to intro-
ducethe capacitiesofthe province
has resulted in South Khorasan
hosting fewer tourists compared
tootherpartsofthe country.
Deputy Governor of South Kho-
rasan Province for Coordinating
Affairs Javad Ashrafi said that
South Khorasan is an enchanting
region thatisyettobe fully discov-
ered, despite its exceptional agri-
cultural produce and captivating
touristattractions.

He added that this area boasts
some of the most pristine deserts,
springs, and mountains, as well
as numerous recreational and
tourist spots. However, it remains
relatively unknown and underap-
preciated.

Modern Tehranisacreation ofthe Nasereddin Shah,
who in 1870-1872 expanded and rebuilt the city
after the manner in which Paris was rebuilt under
Napoleon III. Tehran now has the shape of an octa-
gon, and is more than fifteen versts in circumfer-
ence, with twelve gates; the fortifications are built
onthepatternofthoseinParisfrombeforethe Fran-
co-Prussian War, butare notequipped with cannon,
and in general are totally useless for defense of the
city.

Some ofthe gates represent monumental construc-
tions; inside,avenueshavebeen conducted through
the city, squares have been laid out, and several
beautifulbuildingshavebeenadded.
Howevermuchremainstobe doneforthewelfare of
the city, Nasereddin Shah has by and large success-
fully solved the problem of reconstructing Tehran
onaEuropeanmodelwithoutadverselyaffectingits
special Oriental charm.

Like otherlarge cities of Iran, Tehran hasitreligious
sanctuary: The mausoleum of Shah ‘Abd al-Az-
im, a fifth generation descendant of Imam Hassan
(PBUH), who fled to Rey from the caliph Mutavakkil
anddiedherein861.
Themodernstructureabovehistombwasbuilt,asis
shown by an inscription on the frontal, by Nasered-
dinShah, and is considered a sanctuary, bast, where
aMuslim enjoys the right ofasylum; the rightis out-

wardly symbolized by a string stretched in front of
the building. The mausoleum lies nine versts from
Tehran, with whichitislinked by a railway, so far the
onlyoneinlran.

Interplay of Aryanand

Mesopotamian cultures in Rey

In the course of their westward migration, the Ary-
ans entered in Rey into which the Assyrian armies
occasionally penetrated and which thus could come
under a certain influence from Mesopotamian civ-
ilization.

The Assyrians under King Esarhaddon (681-668
BCE)reached Alborzand Damavand, butthese cam-
paigns had the character of incursions and did not
prevent the Medes from creating a strong kingdom
atatime that coincided with the reign of the follow-
ing Assyrianking, Ashshurbanipal (668-626 BCE).
They seized the opportunity for this at a moment
when the Assyrians were busy elsewhere, especial-
lyinKhuzestan.

This unification of small clan units into one politi-
cal organism was achieved by the Medes in the area
where Hamadanislocated, thatis, nextto the moun-
tain chainsthatseparate Iran from Mesopotamia.
Here was the “land of Dayaukku,” the center of ac-
tivity of that real or mythical founder of the Median
empire.

Theaboveisalightly editedversion of chapter entitled ‘Rey and Hamedan,, from a book entitled, An Historical Geography of Iran;

written by W. Barthold and published by Princeton University Press, Princeton.
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