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 Gaza Genocide

DOHA, Qatar: I am in the studio of Al Ja-
zeera’s Arabic service watching a live 
feed from Gaza City. The Al Jazeera re-
porter in northern Gaza, because of the 
intense Israeli shelling, was forced to 
evacuate to southern Gaza. He left his 
camera behind. He trained it on Al-Shifa 
hospital, Gaza’s largest medical com-
plex. It is night. Israeli tanks fire directly 
towards the hospital compound. Long 
horizontal red flashes. A deliberate 
attack on a hospital. A deliberate war 
crime. A deliberate massacre of the 
most helpless civilians, including the 
very sick and infants. Then the feed goes 
dead.
We sit in front of the monitors. We are 
silent. We know what this means. No 
power. No water. No internet. No medi-
cal supplies. Every infant in an incubator 
will die. Every dialysis patient will die. 
Everyone in the intensive care unit will 
die. Everyone who needs oxygen will 
die.  Everyone who needs emergency 
surgery will die. And what will happen to 
the 50,000 people who, driven from their 
homes by the relentless bombing, have 
taken refuge on the hospital grounds? 
We know the answer to that as well. Many 

of them, too, will die.
There are no words to express what 
we are witnessing. In the five weeks 
of horror this is one of the pinnacles of 
horror. The indifference of Europe is bad 
enough.  The active complicity by the 
United States is unfathomable. Nothing 
justifies this. Nothing. And Joe Biden will 
go down in history as an accomplice to 
genocide. May the ghosts of the thou-
sands of children he has participated in 
murdering haunt him for the rest of his 
life. 
Israel and the United States are send-
ing a chilling message to the rest of the 
world. International and humanitarian 
law, including the Geneva Convention, 
are meaningless pieces of paper. They 
did not apply in Iraq. They do not apply 
in Gaza. We will pulverize your neigh-
borhoods and cities with bombs and 
missiles. We will wantonly murder your 
women, children, elderly and sick. We 
will set up blockades to engineer starva-
tion and the spread of infectious diseas-
es. You, the “lesser breeds” of the earth, 
do not matter. To us you are vermin to 
be extinguished. We have everything. 
If you try and take any of it away from 

us, we will kill you. And we will never be 
held accountable.
We are not hated for our values. We 
are hated because we have no values. 
We are hated because rules only apply 
to others. Not to us. We are hated be-
cause we have arrogated to ourselves 
the right to carry out indiscriminate 
slaughter. We are hated because we are 
heartless and cruel. We are hated be-
cause we are hypocrites, talking about 
protecting civilians, the rule of law and 
humanitarianism while extinguishing 
the lives of hundreds of people in Gaza a 
day, including 160 children.
Israel reacted with indignation and mor-
al outrage when it was accused of bomb-
ing the al-Ahli Arab Christian hospital in 
Gaza, which left hundreds of dead. The 
bombing, Israel claimed, came from an 
errant rocket fired by Palestine Islamic 
Jihad. There is nothing in the arsenal of 
Hamas or Islamic Jihad that could have 
replicated the massive explosive power 
of the missile that struck the hospital. 
Those of us who have covered Gaza have 
heard this Israel trope so many times it 
is risible. They always blame Hamas and 
the Palestinians for their war crimes, 

now attempting to argue that hospitals 
are Hamas command centers and there-
fore legitimate targets. They never pro-
vide evidence. The Israeli military and 
government lie like they breathe.
Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors 
Without Borders), which has staff 
working in Al-Shifa, issued a statement 
saying patients, doctors and nurses 
are “trapped in hospitals under fire.” 
It called on the “Israeli government to 
cease this unrelenting assault on Gaza’s 
health system.”
“Over the past 24 hours, hospitals in 
Gaza have been under relentless bom-
bardment. Al-Shifa hospital complex, 
the biggest health facility where MSF 
staff are still working, has been hit sev-
eral times, including the maternity and 
outpatient departments, resulting in 
multiple deaths and injuries,” the state-
ment read. “The hostilities around the 
hospital have not stopped. MSF teams 
and hundreds of patients are still inside 
Al-Shifa hospital. MSF urgently reiter-
ates its calls to stop the attacks against 
hospitals, for an immediate ceasefire 
and for the protection of medical facil-
ities, medical staff and patients.”
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Israel's 

genocidal 

attacks, which 

are killing 

hundreds of 

Palestinians a 

day, including 

some 160 

children, have 

expanded to 

shelling the 

remaining 

hospitals in 

Gaza.


