Iran Daily = Sunday, Nowv. 19, 2023

Iranica
Home

3]

Transformation of Bagh Zereshk Mansion
of Istahan into a museum is vital

( Iranica Desk )

The Director of the Museum of
Archaeology and Islamic Art
at the National Museum of Iran
enthusiastically regarded the
transformation of the Bagh
Zereshk Mansionintoamuseum
asanideal concept.

Karam Mirzaei emphasized
that while the mansion already
possesses the fundamental
structure needed for a museum,
some minor adjustments are re-
quired. However, it is crucial to
ensure the preservation of the
primary architecture, the ex-
ternal boundaries, and the sur-
roundingarea ofthe building.
Located in ChaharBagh Bala
Street of Isfahan, the Bagh
Zereshk building stands as a
cherished memorial to both a
stunning garden and the bus-
tlingtextile factories. The people
ofIsfahanhold fond memories of
this place, and it has also left a
lasting impression on the count-
less tourists and visitors who
have experienceditsbeauty.

He said currently, this build-
ing stands in a state of isolation
amidst the modern residential
and commercial areas, along
with a nearby metro station.
Regrettably, the delightful and
poetic Safavid-era garden, once
present, has faded away.

He suggested thattakinginto ac-
count the historical significance
ofthestructure,itsstrategicgeo-
graphic location, and the social
needs of the community, it has
been proposed to convert this
building into a museum, specif-
ically the Isfahan Municipality
Museum.

He emphasized that one of the
most effective and prevalent

approaches worldwide for the
preservation and revitalization
of ancient sites and structures
is through their transformation
into museums. By repurposing
theselocations, the aim is to safe-
guard their historical and archi-
tectural essence while maximiz-
ing their cultural significance
withminimalinterference.

He stated that while some may
think that the Bagh Zereshk Cul-
tural Complex could be trans-
formed into other cultural cen-
ters, it should be noted that the
number of people going to other
cultural centers is limited and
encompasses a smaller society,
while as defined by the Inter-
national Council of Museums
(IcoM), a museum is a non-prof-
it institution whose doors are
open to everyone. This makes
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the advantage of turning this
building into a museum even
greater.

Mirzaei said the philosophy of a
museum is to remind visitors of
things that have been forgotten,
pointing out that, in fact, by estab-
lishing this museuma part of peo-
ple’smemorieswould comealive.
This successful museum curator
considered the establishment of
the Isfahan Municipality Muse-
um is an ideal proposal to com-
pensate for some ofthe damages
to cultural and natural heritage
that have occurred in recent de-
cades under the name of devel-
opment.

He said that nowadays, most
modern institutions in Iran are
trying to preserve the old ob-
jects and documents they have
andalsotoreconstructthehisto-
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ry of theiractivities by establish-
ing museums in their original
locations or converting part of
theminto museums.

“Examples of this include the
Communication Museum, the
Registration Museum, thus the
municipality isno exception”.

He said that the presence of ob-
jects and artifacts may cause
damage to decorations and inte-
rior views of the building due to
the requirements of the display,
thus the use of digital tools and
modern multimedia displays in
thisregardisbeing considered.
The museum curator noted that
the display method in this muse-
um is different from traditional
and classical museums and stat-
edthatamuseum objectmaynot
be physically present in this ar-
rangement, but its content must
be extracted fromrelated topics.
Mirzaeinoted that Bagh Zereshk
mansion has the general and
necessary structures for a mu-
seum.

He stated that although mea-
sures have been taken regarding
the welfare facilities, it is still
necessary to take further ac-
tions for visitors.

“It should be noted that this
building and many others that
have been converted into muse-
ums were not originally built for
this purpose, so changes, even
minor ones, need to be made to
turn them into a standard muse-
um,” henoted.

He said that the authorities
should firstregisterthe mansion
on Iran’s National Heritage List
so that they can benefit from the
support of responsible bodies,
especially the Ministry of Cul-
tural Heritage, Handicrafts, and
Tourism.

Dimdim Castle, a historical landmarkin Urmia

( Iranica Desk )

Dimdim Castle is an important
historical site located south of
Urmia, West Azarbaijan Prov-
ince.

Situated on the Urmia-Oshna-
vieh Road, the castle is nestled
within a vast mountain with
two peaks. Access to the castle
is limited, as it is surrounded
by large limestone cliffs and
deep valleys, making entry
possible only from the east-

ern and western sides of the
mountains.

The castle was first explored
by Professor Wolfram Kleiss, a
German archaeologist and en-
gineer, duringhisjourney from
Urmia to Oshnavieh in 1970.
He referred to the site as the
“prison castle” and attribut-
ed its origins to the Urartians,
believing that the castle’s re-
mains date back to the Middle
Ages. Subsequent researchers
have also visited the castle,

providing further information
and sharing images of its var-
ious sections. The significance
of the Dimdim Castle led to its
registration on the National
Heritage ListofIranin 2014.

The castle’s foundations can
be traced back to the first mil-
lennium BCE, with evidence
suggesting that it gradually
fell into disrepair over time.
During the Safavid era, Amir
Khan Baradoust, the ruler of
Urmia, rebuilt the castle on

its ruins, leading to its sub-
sequent identification as the
Dimdim Castle in historical
sources.

In 2012, experts from West
Azarbaijan Province’s Cultural
Heritage, Tourism, and Handi-
crafts Organization conducted
field research on the castle.
Theirworkinvolved preparing
acomprehensive report, docu-
menting the remaining archi-
tectural remnants, and identi-
fyingthreehistorical cavesand

two ancient cemeteries in the
vicinity.

Dimdim Castle played a signif-
icant role as one of the most
important military fortresses
in Urmia, particularly during
the Safavid era. Its connections
to contemporary castles in the
surroundingareasare evident.
Although few traces of the cas-
tleremaintoday,and thosethat
exist are severely damaged,
systematic archaeological ex-
cavations could help identify

elements such as defensive
walls, residential chambers,
towers, water reservoirs, and
otherstructures.

Itisimperative for researchers
involved in the field related to
the cultural heritage sector to
focus their attention on this
historical castle. Through fur-
ther archaeological studies,
the forgotten treasures of this
remarkable site can be un-
veiled, preserving its valuable
history for future generations.
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