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IKIA to

become air
transportation
hub in Mideast

C Economy Desk )

Imam Khomeini Inter-
national Airport (1K1A)
will turn into a new air
transportation hub in the
Middle East, the chief ex-
ecutive of Chinese Hakan
Company said.
Emphasizing that China’s
cooperation with Iran is
“unshakable and unwav-
ering,” Hui Ka Yan stated
that the development
project of IKIA, in coop-
eration with the Khatam
al-Anbiya Construction
Headquarters, will be-
come a role model for the
development of the Silk
Road, reported Tasnim
news agency.
Speaking at the
ground-breaking cere-
mony of the construction
operation of the second
phase of IKIA, he pointed
to the amicable ties be-
tween Iran and China, and
added that Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, during the
visit of the Iranian presi-
dent to China, emphasized
that relations between the
two countries are strate-
gic, and he will make his
utmost effort to expand
the friendly relations in
all areas.

The development of the
airport is a turning point
in cooperation between
Iran and China, within the
framework of a 25-Year
Strategic Partnership
Agreement, he said.
Speaking at the ceremony,
Iranian Roads and Urban
Development Minister
Mehrdad Bazrpash invited
all airlines to join the sec-
ond phase of the IKIA de-
velopment project, which
needs an investment of
over €2.5 billion.

He emphasized that with
the completion of the sec-
ond phase of the project,
its capacity will reach 50
million passengers per
year.

The minister pointed to
the development of the
international airport as
the biggest development
project since the Islamic
Revolution of Iran (1979),
and said the first phase of
the development project
of IKIA will be completed
by March 20, 2025.

“This project is also in-
cluded in the Internation-
al North-South Transit
Corridor (INSTC), and we
will see that the corridor
will contribute to the in-
crease of the national in-
come of Iran as much as
oil sales,” Bazrpash con-
cluded.

The 20th edition of Iran’s international met-
allurgy exhibition entitled “Iran Metafo 2023”
was inaugurated in Tehran on Friday.

The four-day expo covers a wide range of
products and services related to the metallurgy industry, with a focus on
iron and steel products, mining industries, non-ferrous metals, copper, alu-
minum, zinc, casting, molding, machining, forging, refractories, and heat
treatment.

The exhibition is the biggest event of its kind in the Middle East and its aim
is to connect Iranian businesses with their foreign counterparts, introduce
them to providers of raw materials, and present opportunities for attracting
investors and signing cooperation agreements.

A total of 639 domestic and foreign companies from 22 countries, namely, Ger-
many, China, Italy, Japan, Turkey, Spain, UK, France, Hong Kong, Switzerland,
India, Russia, Taiwan, South Korea, Czech Republic, UAE, Slovenia, South Africa,
Malaysia, Austria, US, and Sweden have participated in Iran Metafo 202 3.
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More participants

The number of participants in this
year’s exhibition has increased by 30
percent compared to last year, said the
event’s organizer Abdolkarim Jalali.
He added that the main groups partic-
ipating at the exhibition are related to
iron and steel, whose presence is im-
pressive as in previous years.

The event provides an opportunity for
companies to showcase their products

Generating forex

Talking to Iran Daily, Mehrdad Vahab-
zadeh, quality control manager of the
company added that his company and
other Iranian steel companies play a
significant role in generating forex for
Iran.

Most of our exports are destined to
Iraq, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan and
Georgia, he noted.

Saying that the main challenges for
steel industry is energy supply, Va-
habzadeh said, “During the first six
months of the [Iranian] year, we have a
problem with providing electricity, as

and services, network with potential
customers and partners, and learn
about the latest trends in the metal-
lurgy industry.

As one of the largest private produc-
ers of steel sections of Iran, Tabriz Nab
Steel Company is capable of meeting
other companies’ needs with its prod-
ucts including steel profile and iron
beam.

in the second six months of the year, a
problem with gas supply is the great-
est challenge for us.”

The company updates its infrastruc-
ture every four years to improve the
quality of its products, which is also
welcomed by domestic and foreign
clients, he added.

“Two weeks ago, we attended a steel
exhibition in Erbil, Iraq, which is not
comparable to Tehran’s ‘Iran Metafo
2023’ mainly in terms of foreign vis-
itors who are mostly from Turkey and
Syria,” said Vahabzadeh.
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Modern technologies

The participation of start-ups and
new technology-based firms in the
exhibition is eye-catching, said Ghol-
amreza Sarvi, the managing director
of Azar Nabsh Tabriz Company.
Launched in 2008, the company en-
joys an annual production capacity of
preheat furnaces, hot-rolling stands,
cooling beds, annealing and packag-
ing products, he noted, adding that
Georgia, Iraq and Turkey are the main
importers of L-shaped steel profiles
of the company.

“We must renovate our Kkilns by us-
ing modern technology so the labor
force will be more comfortable, as
we will have products with higher
qualities.”

“The company has used filters that
have the highest efficiency in order
to move towards a green industry and
environmental considerations on re-
ducing emissions,” Sarvi said.

He also pointed to the presence of
visitors from the Chinese company
whose aim is to sell their machines
to Iranian steel factories, as they see
the technical knowledge of Iranian
engineers as much higher than other

Towards green industry

In order to progress on the way to a
green industry, the company has re-
duced water consumption by chang-
ing the technology of cooling in fur-
naces to air coolers, a system that
does not consume water at all, as it
uses air to cool the foundry machin-

countries.

Also, Navid Javid, project manager
of Azar Foulad Amin Company, told
Iran Daily that the presence of more
NTBFs in Iran Metafo 2023 is very fa-
vorable as they introduce new ideas
to Iran’s steel industry.

Pointing to modern technology de-
veloped by his company, he said, “We
have the largest and most up-to-date
induction furnaces in Iran which,
compared to other steel furnaces in
Iran, have a higher capacity, higher
production power, and less electric-
ity consumption, as well as having
high-level security systems.”

In order to have a greater forex in-
come, it’s inevitable to work more
on processing raw materials to have
products with more added value as
our final products in this industry in
Iran, Javid noted.

Our company’s forex generation at
a recent exhibition held in Iraq was
very impressive, he said, explaining
that the low cost of transportation
and access to the transit road has
become an advantage for us in the
neighboring country.

eries and furnaces.

The project had a cost of $1 million,
Javid said, adding that our company
decreased water consumption from
25 liters per second to 5 liters per
second by developing the technol-

ogy.



