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Historians believe that the castle 
was the center for planning and 
organizing the revolution under 
Sardar As’ad’s command. Some 
speculate that Sardar As’ad con-
structed the palace to facilitate 
commercial contracts between 
the Bakhtiari khans and English 
merchants, making it a hub for 
important decision-making and 
ensuring the contracts’ success-
ful executions.
The architecture of Juneqan Cas-
tle draws inspiration from mod-
ern French design, resembling 
grand European palaces of the 
19th century. Its construction 
was overseen by Amin al-Sultan, 
the prime minister of Nasser al-
Din Shah Qajar. During its prime, 
the palace wowed spectators 

and impressed European Iranol-
ogists with its striking beauty. 
The original design featured ex-
pansive gardens, a large central 
pool, an entrance overlooking an 
ancient cobblestone road, a mag-
nificent main hall, and intricate-
ly decorated walls showcasing 
Iranian masterpieces like mirror 
works and wall paintings. Addi-
tionally, it housed an extensive 
library.
Regrettably, only fragments of 
this once-magnificent two-sto-
ry palace remain today. The de-
struction of significant sections 
can be attributed to various nat-
ural and social factors, including 
neglect in surrounding con-
structions and improper utiliza-
tion of the site as a gendarmerie 

headquarters, public library, and 
school. Despite these challenges, 
Juneqan Castle continues to cap-
tivate visitors with its rich histor-
ical heritage.
As’ad School is an integral part of 
Juneqan Castle, situated on the 
western side of the palace. It is 
a fascinating historical site that 
welcomes tourists who visit this 
monumental complex. 
The upper floor of the palace, 
known as the shahneshin, fea-
tures a courtyard adorned with 
stone columns in three direc-
tions: north, south, and east. 
The intricate brickwork in these 
columns is truly captivating. Just 
one meter below the surface 
of the palace courtyard lies the 
basement, accessible through 

embedded stairs in the upper 
floor. Interestingly, each room 
in the basement was equipped 
with wall heaters adorned with 
simple plasterwork, originally 
utilized for storage by servants.
Sardar As’ad Palace boasts beau-
tiful and captivating decorations 
throughout its premises. No-
tably, the stone columns in the 
northern, southern, and eastern 
parts of the palace are placed side 
by side, forming an impressive 
sight. The exterior view of the 
lower floor is adorned with stone 
carvings meticulously crafted by 
Iranian artisans. These decora-
tions comprise rectangular and 
diamond-shaped stones featur-
ing geometric patterns. Addi-
tionally, plasterworks adds to 

the aesthetic appeal of the palace, 
leaving visitors in awe.
The master builders and artists 
involved in the construction 
and decoration of Sardar As’ad 
Bakhtiari Palace have created 
magnificent and eye-catching 
ornaments. Flower and bush mo-
tifs on the main entrance doors 
exemplify their craftsmanship, 
which can be witnessed through-
out the upper section of the pal-
ace. The use of wood carving and 
metal embossing techniques fur-
ther enhances the beauty of these 
decorations.
Finally, an enchanting section of 
the palace displays a tall entrance 
arch with a crescent-shaped 
ceiling spanning two floors. On 
either side of this arch, special ob-

servation and guard rooms have 
been erected, adding another 
layer of grandeur to the palace’s 
design.
Clay bricks form the main con-
struction material for the palace. 
Surrounding the structure, you 
will find rectangular engraved 
stone frames, standing over 60 
centimeters tall. These details 
showcase the meticulous atten-
tion to craftsmanship in the pal-
ace’s design.
Juneqan Castle, also referred to 
as Sardar Asad Bakhtiari Palace, 
is recognized as a significant na-
tional monument and historical 
site. It warmly welcomes foreign 
tourists and individuals fascinat-
ed by Iranian history and cultural 
heritage.

In the picturesque village 
of Zinjanab in East Azarbai-
jan Province, a heartwarm-
ing tradition takes place 
every autumn —a celebra-
tion that pays tribute to the 
shepherds and their tire-
less efforts. This revered 
and nationally registered 
shepherd ceremony holds 
immense significance not 
only for the local communi-
ty but also as an intangible 
heritage of the region.
According to Ali Falsafi, 
an official responsible for 
recording the province’s 
intangible cultural heritag-
es, the village of Zinjanab 

comes alive with joy and 
gratitude on the twelfth 
day of autumn each year, 
when shepherd celebra-
tion takes place, marking 
the end of months of dili-
gent herding.
From the beginning of 
summer until this day, 
shepherds lead their flocks 
to mountain pastures for 
grazing. However, during 
the celebratory event, they 
bring their flocks back 
down to the vicinity of the 
village, where the ceremo-
ny is held.
Amidst the festive ambi-
ance, livestock farmers 
and flock owners assem-
ble, forming two orderly 

rows. With expectation 
and appreciation, they ob-
serve as each flock passes 

through them one by one. 
Those present at the shep-
herd ceremony express 

their admiration and rec-
ognition for well-raised, 
healthy flocks by shower-

ing them with gifts such as 
money, clothing, and food 
— a gesture symbolizing 
deep appreciation for the 
shepherds’ hard work and 
dedication.
Conversely, any shepherd 
whose flock has not thrived 
faces criticism from the 
gathered community 
members. This serves as 
a reminder to the shep-
herds that there is room 
for improvement and mo-
tivates them to strive for 
excellence in the upcoming 
year. Thus, the celebration 
not only highlights the 
achievements of the shep-
herds but also acts as a cat-
alyst for growth and better 

practices in shepherding.
Falsafi further explained 
that this tradition, steeped 
in history, embodies the 
collective spirit of the vil-
lage. He himself has been 
fortunate to witness this 
remarkable ritual more 
than 20 times. Since its 
national registration as 
an intangible heritage in 
2012, the shepherd cere-
mony has grown in mag-
nificence. People from 
neighboring villages and 
even cities now flock to 
Zinjanab to witness and 
partake in this extraordi-
nary event—a testament 
to its enduring signifi-
cance and allure.
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Located 40 kilometers from 
Shahr-e Kord, Juneqan is a 
city in Chaharmahal and 
Bakhtiari Province that 
boasts a rich ancient histo-
ry and numerous historical 
sites and tourist attractions. 
Known for its abundant wa-
ter resources, fertile agricul-
tural land, and vast grazing 
areas, Juneqan has long 
served as a prominent stop 
along caravan routes.
One of the most renowned 
historical sites in the region 
is the Sardar As’ad Bakhtiari 
Palace, commonly known as 
Juneqan Castle. This magnif-
icent palace, situated in the 
heart of Juneqan, was origi-
nally a summer residence for 
Haj Ali Qoli Khan Bakhtiari, 
also known as Sardar As’ad. 
He played a crucial role in the 
Constitutional Revolution 
and the Bakhtiari tribe’s cap-
ture of Tehran, IRNA wrote.
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