
3 Home
IranicaIran Daily  Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2023

The historical sites Taaq-e Boos-
tan, and Anahita Temple in Ker-
manshah Province have been 
on the UNESCO World Heritage 
tentative list since 2006. Howev-
er, there has been no progress in 
preparing the dossier for these 
sites and submitting it to UNE-
SCO. The measure aims to en-
compass the 18 other significant 
historical sites in the region, 
highlighting the rich history and 

cultural heritage of Kermanshah 
Province.
Morteza Gharavand, an official 
who is responsible for preparing 
the dossier, explained that the de-
cision to create a comprehensive 
dossier was made due to the fact 
that each country is only allowed 
to submit one dossier for world 
registration each year. The pro-
posed dossier, “Sassanid-Parthi-
an Landscape: From the Anahita 
Temple to the Taaq-e Boostan,” 
aims to showcase the cultural 

continuity and architectural 
marvels of the Parthian and Sas-
sanid periods along the Silk Road.
Gharavand also mentioned that 
the dossier is planned to be sub-
mitted out of turn and with the 
participation of Iraq. The prepa-
ration of the dossier has in-
volved conducting archaeolog-
ical and ethnographic studies, 
as well as collecting necessary 
information. However, there is a 
need for updated studies, which 
requires additional funding.

He noted that the ruins of Ctesi-
phon, as one of the most import-
ant capitals and architectural 
remains from the Sassanid and 
Parthian periods in the heart of 
Iraq, are very important to Ira-
nians. Therefore, its joint regis-
tration with Iraq is important. 
Ctesiphon is part of the Diyala 
Province, and negotiations 
should take place with the gov-
ernorate of that province.
According to him, the Anahita 
Temple is an incredibly intricate 

structure that poses significant 
challenges for restoration ef-
forts due to the materials used 
in its construction. A significant 
portion of the temple’s stones 
have been damaged or de-
stroyed and require restoration 
to their original location.
He added that, to date, the focus 
has been on acquiring the neces-
sary properties and securing the 
surrounding lands, with much of 
the area now under the control 
of cultural heritage authorities. 

However, despite significant in-
vestment in restoration efforts 
since 1968, the temple’s signif-
icance warrants further atten-
tion and funding.
The Anahita Temple has the po-
tential to attract a large number 
of tourists, with estimates rang-
ing from 150,000 to 200,000 
visitors per year. With careful 
planning and execution, this 
monument could become a sig-
nificant cultural and economic 
asset for the region.

Nakhjir Cave is a breathtaking 
limestone cave that is situated 
in Markazi Province and is a 
popular tourist destination. It 
was initially discovered in 1987 
after an explosion occurred 
near its entrance. 
The cave is named after the re-
gion in which it is located, which 
is situated in the northeastern 
part of Delijan. In ancient times, 
hunters used to lead animals to 
the hollow area called Chal-e 
Nakhjir for easier hunting.
This cave, which belongs to the 
third geological period, was 
registered on Iran’s National 
Heritage List by the Cultural 
Heritage Organization in 2005. 
The cave is divided into three 

levels, with its main entrance 
ranging from 10 to 40 meters in 

height and 10 meters in width. 
Chal-e Nakhjir Cave had never 
been seen by humans before 
its discovery. Inside the cave, 
visitors can witness various 
formations resulting from 
sedimentary and dolomitic 
phenomena, making it one of 
the most beautiful caves in the 
world. The main branch of the 
cave has several sub-branches, 
with approximately four kilo-
meters of it being explored by 
locals and experienced cave ex-
plorers. The depth of the cave is 
estimated to be between eight 
to 10 kilometers.
Once inside the cave, visitors 
will be amazed by its magnifi-

cent halls, corridors, pools, and 
beautiful terraces. Additional-
ly, crystal formations of calcite 
have formed due to natural fac-
tors, enhancing the cave’s beau-
ty with their reflective proper-
ties. 
Chal-e Nakhjir Cave includes 
several halls, with the Chehel 
Sotoon Hall being the most 
stunning, adorned with vari-
ous stalactites, stalagmites, and 
mesmerizing colors. One can 
also witness decorative rocks 
that have formed in the shape 
of humans, deer, eagles, turtles, 
doves, and giant crystal statues. 
Most of these rocks are made of 
limestone. 

The cave dates back approxi-
mately 70 million years; and 

thus far 1,200 meters of it have 
been paved, secured, and illu-
minated for public viewing.
Another unique aspect of the 
cave is its living nature, mean-
ing that if any part of the cave 
is damaged, it will be naturally 
restored over the years. Visi-
tors will also encounter a lake at 
the end of the cave, surrounded 
by mysterious rock formations, 
adding to the cave’s beauty and 
wonder. 
Although the complete end of 
the cave has not yet been iden-
tified, the presence of natural 
ventilation inside the cave 
makes it cool in the summer 
and warm in the winter. Visitors 
never face any problems relat-
ed to oxygen deficiency inside 
the cave.
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