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War on Gaza

What is the policy of 
“incremental genocide” that 
Israel is pursuing in 
Palestine, and what 
historical background does 
it have? Is the carnage in the 
recent Gaza war a 
component of this very 
policy?
Chomsky has thoroughly demon-
strated in three books, “On Pales-
tine,” “Gaza in Crisis,” and “Who 
Rules the World?” — and even in “Pi-
rates and Emperors, Old and New” 
— that Israel is pursuing a policy of 
incremental genocide in Palestine. 
Supporting pieces of data like the 
one that indicates Israel has unjust-
ly killed at least 10 to 12 children 
weekly over the past few decades 
have been documented in these 
books. If we refrain from labeling 
this as cruelty, genocide, or crime, 
then we must present new defini-
tions for these wrongdoings.
I do not care about the counterar-
guments and justifications of the 
Israelis. Those who wish to counter 
these arguments are standing on 
shaky ground because statistics and 
figures are not something we can 
simply conceal.
What happened during Operation 
Al-Aqsa Storm and what has trans-
pired since October 7 epitomize 
what has occurred over there in the 
past seventy years. It’s akin to hav-
ing watched a seventy-episode se-
ries and now saying that you want 
to read its synopsis; look at what has 
happened in the past 45 days for a 
synopsis. So, I believe a genocide 
has occurred, and if anyone doubts 
it, they can read Chomsky’s books 
on this matter.

Ilan Pappé discusses Israel’s 
strategy for transforming 
Gaza into a southwestern 
frontier. What is this 
strategy, and why is it being 
pursued? There have been 

reports about the transfer 
of Palestinians residing in 
Gaza to Egypt or Jordan 
during the recent war. Is this 
also part of the same policy?
That would also be in line with Is-
rael’s other policies. There’s no 
denying that forced displacement 
is occurring in Gaza. Imagine some-
one telling you to move after forty 
years of living in Tehran to live in the 
peripheral regions of Pakistan. How 
would that make you feel? It’s tanta-
mount to tearing an individual away 
from their roots, and undoubtedly, 
what gets separated from its roots 
ends up neglected and decaying, 
and eventually fades away.
What is happening now is that they 
are forcibly pushing Palestinians to-
ward the southern part of Gaza and, 
from there, into Egypt. This issue 
is not merely a geographical mat-
ter; it has psychological, social, and 
cultural consequences. If you were 
compelled to leave behind what you 
cultivated in your family over the 
years and move on, you would real-
ize that the displacement, abandon-
ment, and disconnection it brings 
to your family makes it more than 
a geographical relocation. It’s more 
akin to a profound, painful, and 
generational separation from your 
roots that plants you in another so-
ciety where you lack common roots 
and that society may look down on 
you. So, whether it’s direct killings 
through bombardments or show-
ing the Palestinians the door out of 
Gaza, the Palestinian people are ex-
periencing genocide.
One may also ask why the dis-
comfort that Western leaders feel 
about this situation is mild, but for 
us Iranians, it’s much more severe. 
There’s a reason. If you tell Ameri-
cans today that the Israelis have at-

tacked a country, occupied it, and 
established their own land, their 
minds won’t boggle. It’s not terribly 
different from what their ancestors 
did. Once a part of the English col-
onies, they later became colonizers 
themselves and eventually formed 
the United States of America. Even 
before that, their ancestors traveled 
from Britain, Spain, Portugal, and 
elsewhere in Europe to conquer and 
take the lands of the Americas for 
themselves. The American public 
might now say what Israel is doing 
is similar to what we did. From the 
American perspective, this issue is 
not strange, and they probably will 
say, “What other way is there for a 
country?”
We, Iranians, have never been like 
this. We have been in this region for 
over 5,000 years; hence, we have 
seen our fair share of occupations 
around us. That’s why we inher-
ently have a problem with occupa-
tion, usurpation, and coercion. Our 
people almost certainly react to 

seeing an instance of oppression 
in the street, unlike Westerners. In 
their political genes, it’s ingrained 
that we have taken whatever we 
could, even if it involves bloodshed 
and massacre; we have conquered 
lands and done a good job of mak-
ing them ours. If it hadn’t been 
like this, could we even have had a 
country?
How did the US become the US? It 
was just like that. They killed and 
destroyed millions of Native Amer-
icans. That’s why they say, “The 
Israelis haven’t done anything 
strange.” While, for us Iranians, it is 
strange because our civilization’s 
history is, at least, against occupa-
tion.

One of the aims set by Israel 
for the recent Gaza war was 
to eradicate Hamas. Pappé, 
in the book “Gaza in Crisis,” 
refers to this matter as the 
“age-old dream of 
eradicating Hamas”. What 

perspective does knowing 
the history of this issue, 
especially from 2007 to the 
present, open up for us? Are 
the resistance groups in 
Palestine, in terms of 
sociological and historical 
aspects, susceptible to 
elimination?
Hamas is a thought, and it is not 
confined to either its individuals 
or organization. Hamas has an in-
tellectual structure deeply root-
ed in the nature of Palestinians. It 
even has a legal manifesto. There-
fore, those who believe that they 
can eliminate Hamas by killing its 
members, destroying its organiza-
tion, and eradicating its political or 
military structures have actually 
used this as a pretext to achieve 
their hidden agendas.
It’s like if I were to launch a politi-
cal party called “Justice,” and you 
came and murdered the members 
of my party. Does that mean the 
passion for justice has been erad-
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Occupation familiar  
to American mind

Mohsen Askari Jehaqi has translated 
works such as “On Palestine” and 
“Gaza in Crisis” from English to Farsi. 
The two aforementioned books are 

a collection of articles and interviews by Noam Chomsky, 
an American thinker, in collaboration with Ilan Pappé, an 
Israeli historian. He discussed the war between Hamas 
and Israel as well as the intervention of the United States 
in the war in an exclusive interview with Iran Daily, which 
follows.
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