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superior,

Economic, security issues
open door to extremists

Abolgasem Delfi, an expert on European affairs,
says that economic and internal security
problems have paved the way for the rise of far-
right movements in some European countries.
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EXCLUSIVE

According to him, even though extremists have enjoyed some success in Europe,

the majority of European society is concerned about the empowerment of
extremists. They associate it with the legacy of the disastrous World War II and
the racist, supremacist views that sparked that war and do not want to return to
that era. Delfi has previously served as Iran’s ambassador to France, Belgium,

and Serbia.

IRAN DAILY: Far-right movements in the
Netherlands have achieved significant
victories. Is right-wing extremism be-
coming adominant force in Europe?
DELFI:Right-wingorextremistideologies
inEuropeanpoliticsarenotnew.Right-wing
extremistmovementsinEuropehavebeen
discussedfordecades.Theiremergencehas
causedconcernforsomepeople,whileoth-
ershave welcomed them.

Perhapsthe firstsignificantcase ofright-
wingextremismoccurredinAustriainthe
late 1990swhen far-rightforcesformeda
coalitiongovernmentwithsocialists.Euro-
peansrallied,puttingimmensepressureon
theAustriangovernment;tothepointwhere
Austriawasonthebrinkofleavingthe Eu-
ropeanUnion.Ultimatelythecoalitiongov-
ernmentcollapsedunderthe pressure.
The mainreason for Europeans’ concern
aboutfar-rightmovementsstemsfromthe
factthatanumber ofwarsin Europe were
launchedduetonationalisticfervor.World
Warllwasparticularlyfueledbyracialsu-
premacistideologiesadoptedbyright-wing
and extremistnationalists.

Nazism in Germany and fascism in Italy
emerged from elections. Now, far-right
movements are winning more and more
parliamentary seats in elections. Why do
some Europeans vote for them despite
the concerns youmentioned?
InEuropeancountrieswheretherightwing
has succeeded, the main reason why the
publicisinclinedtowardthemistheirun-
satisfactoryeconomicsituation.Theruling
governments,whetherliberalorsocialist,
areincapableofsolvingeconomicproblems,
andthishasallowedtherighttoexploitand
link them totheissue ofimmigrants. Far-
rightnationalistssaythatimmigrantshave
takenjobopportunitiesand exacerbated
economicproblems.So,theyurgethegov-
ernmenttoexpelimmigrantsorseverely
curbimmigrationpolicies.Theyfocusmore
onnationalisticaspects,asevidencedbythe
‘AmericaFirstforeignpolicyapproachthat
Donald Trump promotedinthe US.
Far-rightmovementshaveposedthegreat-
est challenge, perhaps in France, where
many Africanimmigrants with collective
memoriesofbeingthevictimsofcolonial-
ismlive.AccordingtoFrenchnationalists,
theseimmigrantshavetakenupmanyjob
opportunitiesandbroughtwiththemara-
cialhatredinfluencedbythecolonialera,
creatingacrisisinFrance.

InBritain far-rightextremistsbelievedthat
theEuropeanUnionhadlimitedthegreat-
nessandpoweroftheircountry,andthatby
leavingtheEuropeanUnion,Britainwould
gainmorepowerandbettersecureitsinter-
ests.Butintheend,BrexitdeprivedBritain
ofthebenefits ofthe European Union.

Internalsecurityisanotherissuethathas
given rise to right-wing movements in
various European countries. Right-wing
factionsbelievethatimmigrationpolicies
haveendangeredtheirinternalsecurityas
well. Thisissuegainedmoreprominence,
especiallyaftertheemergenceofDaesh.Ac-
cordingtoextremists,somemigrantsliving
inEuropewererecruitedbyDaeshandun-
dertookterroristactivitiesorparticipated
inthem.Thedebatesurroundingthisissue
hasbeenparticularlyheatedin France.
Therefore,focusingonunstableeconomic
conditionsandinternalsecurityandlinking
themtoimmigrantshavepromptedsome
segmentsofsocietytovoteforfar-rightex-
tremists.

Can we consider right-wing extremism a
serious threatto Europe?

Right-wingextremismisaseriousthreat
everywhere,including Europe. However,
relativevictoriesinsomeEuropeancoun-
triesdonotnecessarilymeantheempow-
ermentofextremistsinEurope.Theyhave
succeeded in some countries, such as the
Netherlands,Italy,and Hungary,andeven
formedagovernmentinltalyStill theirpath
tosuccesshasnotbeenstraightforwardin
othercountries.Far-rightextremistsfailed
towinpresidentialelectionsinFrance,and
Germanneo-Nazisdidn’tachievesuccess.
Also,duetopublicconcerns,extremistsare
forcedtomoderatetheirslogansandpoli-
cies.Extremistshavegainedsomepopular-
ity by exploitingeconomic problemsand
certainidentityslogans.However,the Eu-
ropeanpublicisawareofthepotentialdan-
gersofright-wingextremism.Theyhaven’t
forgottenEurope’shistorybeforetheunion,
whichwasmarkedbynumerouswarsand
nationalistic ambitions in the 19th and
early20thcenturies.Far-rightnationalists
emphasizeonshiftingthefocusinwardand
leavingtheunion,butEuropeansarecon-
cernedthatiftheEuropeanUnioncollapses,
itmightleadtowarsorsevereconflictsover
bordersandnationalinterests.Theevents
thatthemoredestructive far-rightmove-
mentsbroughtupinWorldWarllhavenot
beenforgotten.Europeansareawareofthe
potentialthreatoffar-rightnationalism.

Therefore, in your opinion, have far-right
extremists not reached a point where
they would be a threat to the European
Union?
Britainwasoneoftheimportantcountries
intheEuropeanUnion,andperhapsnoone
thoughtthatLondonwould onedayleave
the union. Nevertheless, the Brexit hap-
pened.So,anothercountrymayleavetheEU
inthefutureaswell.

Despite the successes that the European
Unionhashad,itisfacingtherealitythatits
27memberstatesarefeelinglessandless
motivatedtostayinit.Iftheeconomic,mil-
itary,andsecurityconditionsofEuropean
countriesdeteriorate motivationstostayin
theunionnaturallydecrease.Forexample,
EasternEuropeancountries,whichjoined
theunionlaterandhavegeographicalprox-
imitytoRussia,havesecurityconcerns.Al-
thoughtheEuropeanUnionisanindepen-
dent,influentialeconomicsuperpowerin
theworld,itismilitarilyandsecurity-wise
dependent on NATO and especially the
UnitedStates.Ultimately,atpresent,there
isnoseriousthreattotheunityofEurope,
butnevertheless,theEuropeanUniondeals
withinternal challenges.
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Israel worst case of
right-wing extremism

&J By Ebrahim The successes of far-
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have sparked concerns
among governments and the public across the
continent. In a report, BBC Persian described the
victory of the far-right Party for Freedom in the
Netherlands, led by Geert Wilders, as a seismic
eventinEurope.

Previously, the far-right successfully formed
a government in Italy. In France, the far-right
strengthened its social base, with their candidate
reaching the second round in the presidential
elections, although facing defeat against
Emmanuel Macron. Far-right or extremist
nationalists in several other European countries
have also achieved success. However; a significant
portion of Europe, especially its public opinion, is
worriedabouttheriseofthe far-right.

According to Abolqasem Delfi, former Iranian
ambassador to France, Belgium, and Serbia, and
Mehdi Zakerian, an international relations expert,
Europeans are concerned about the supremacist
and racist views of the far-right, which historically
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contributed to World War II, the deadliest war in
history. Statistics indicate that nearly 80 million
people lost their lives during that war or later due
toitsconsequences.

Far-right extremists advocate for harsh policies,
particularly the expulsion of immigrants or the
imposition of stricter restrictions against them.
Far-right thinking is founded on emphasizing or
considering one’s race, language, culture, and
national identity as superior. These thoughts are
so narrow-minded that some far-right individuals
in Europe went as far as demanding an exit from
the European Union, rejecting the collective
natureoftheentity called Europe.

The Holocaust was the most heinous record of
supremacist actions. Incidentally, the regime
that claims it is securing the interests of Jews
worldwide has turned into a clear manifestation of
supremacist ideology. In fact, European concerns
about the dangers of far-right extremists have
reached greater heights in the case of Palestine.
Presently, the Israeli regime’s cabinet serves as
a gathering place for far-right extremists led by
Benjamin Netanyahu, and, according to some of
itsofficials, isracismincarnate.




