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Explore Kandolus village, a sanctuary of
beauty, history and cul_t_ulje
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( Iranica Desk )

Kandolus is aremarkably beautiful vil-
lagewitharichhistoryspanningsever-
al thousand years. Nestled in the lush
foothills of the majestic Alborz Moun-
tains in the Kajoor region, this village
offers a unique experience for travel-
ers who have explored various villages
in Iran. The first thing that captivates
visitors is the village’s unwavering
commitment to cleanliness and adher-
ence to health principles. Every corner
is adorned with well-placed garbage
bins, and all residents take pride in
preserving the pristine beauty of their
surroundings.

The roots of Kandolus village can be
traced back to different civilizations
throughouthistory,and it proudly show-
cases remnants of pre-Christian, pre-Is-
lamic, and post-Islamic eras. As one of
the oldest human settlements in the re-
gion, Kandolus sits gracefully in the foot-
hills of the Alborz Mountains, actingas a
gateway to the enchanting Zanoosvalley,
IRNAwrote.

For centuries, the villagers have been
engaged in woodcutting and charcoal
production during the winter months,
while focusing on farming during the
summer. However, in line with forest
conservation laws, the residents have
diversified their occupations to include
tailoring and carpentry. The village’s
handicrafts are diverse and exquisite,
rangingfromtheintricate weavingofja-
Jjim (atype oftraditional Iranian fabric) to the
creation of knitted socks, gloves, em-
broidered floral woolen sweaters, and
even the art of felt-making. Musical tra-
ditions also flourish in Kandolus, with
the Ney, Daf, and Sorna holding deep
historical significanceintheregion. The
sorna, a wind instrument made of ex-
pertly carved mulberry wood, adds its
melodious notesto the village’s cultural
tapestry.

Remarkably, there are no beggars in
Kandolus, as the locals embrace hard
work and contentment. Theft, murder,
and crime have never tainted the vil-
lage, despite many houses remaining
unoccupied for nine months of the year,
theirdoorsleftopenasatestamenttothe
trustand security withinthe community.
One of the most cherished celebrations
in Kandolus is Nowruz, the Persian New
Year, whichis marked by special customs
and traditions that bring the entire vil-
lagejoyously together.

Adding to Kandolus’s allure is the pres-
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ence of two ethnographic museums and
a medicinal plant museum, which con-
tribute to its fame and offer visitors an
immersive experience into the village’s
rich heritage and cultural treasures.
Amidst its natural beauty, Kandolus
standsasatestamentto the harmonybe-
tween human endeavors and the preser-
vation ofitstimeless charm.

Kandolus Anthropology Museum

The Kandolus Anthropology Museum is
acollection of preserved objects that are
classified in various sections. These ob-
jects include rural textiles, clothing, and
jewelry, sculptures, traditional paint-
ings, metal and wooden utensils and
tools, pottery and chinaware, as well as
ruralinstrumentsandtoolsfromthesec-
ond millennium BCE to the Qajar period.

Written documents, manuscripts, the
Qur'an, poetry collections, marriage
contracts, and decrees are also part of
thistreasuretrove.

Inevery corner ofthe museum, artworks
are displayed beautifully alongside their
certificates and detailed information.
They serve as narrators of the culture of
Mazandaran Province. In short, the Kan-
dolus Cultural Centeris an exhibition full
of beauty and the history of Mazanda-
ran’speople.

Kandolus Medicinal Plants
Museum

The Kandolus Medicinal Plant Muse-
um was established in 1986 as part of
the Kandolus Agricultural Complex
with the goals of cultivation, breeding,
production, and packaging of major
medicinal and aromatic plants, as well
astheproduction ofplantessencesand
oils.

For the first time in Iran, a botanical gar-
den was established on a ten-hectare
land, where over 250 valuable genetic
plantspecies were cultivated for the pro-
duction and supply of various products
in different fields. This collection now
exports its products to most countries
around theworld.

Kandolus is always beautiful, but a visit
to this village in the spring and summer
brings a more memorable experience.
From Aprilto November, thereisnotrace
of cold weather that could hinder the en-
joymentofnature.

Furthermore, thelushnessofspring,the
abundance of summer, and the beauty
of autumn leaves alone can make Kan-
dolus a destination for your travel once
again.

Remarkable findings uncovered at Hasanlu Hill

( Iranica Desk )

In the archaeological study
of Suldouz Valley in West
Azarbaijan Province, focusing
on Hasanlu Hill, remarkable
findings have been uncovered.
The research team, led by Ali
Sadraei, has identified and ana-
lyzed 117 historical sites span-
ning prehistoric, historical, and
Islamicperiods.

The objectives of this study
are manifold. Firstly, it aims to
identify satellite sites related to
Hasanlu Hill, providing valuable
insights for the management
and preservation of this his-
torical landmark. Additionally,
the gathered information will
contribute to the preparation
of a dossier for the world regis-

tration of Hasanlu Hill, ensuring
its recognition on a global scale.
The establishment of a pottery
bank at the national historical
site of Hasanlu is planned, al-
lowing researchers access to
pottery collections fromvarious
areas within the Suldouz plain.
This initiative will further en-

rich our understanding of the
region’srichheritage.

Suldouz  Valley’s  Cultural
Landscape has long captivat-
ed human societies, thanks to
its abundant water and fertile
lands. Consequently, it stands as
one of Iran’s most archaeologi-
cally significant plains. There-

fore, studying and recognizing
the cultural landscape of this
valley, with a particular empha-
sisonthehistorical Hasanlu Hill,
iscrucial and highly significant.

Located approximately 80 kilo-
meters from Urmia, and nine ki-
lometersfromNaqgadeh,Hasanlu
Hill represents a remarkable
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archaeological site, with a set-
tlement history spanning 8,000
years. Notably, the discovery of
a golden cup, dating back 3,000
years, on the site has garnered
immenseattention. Althoughthe
cupisnowhousedinthe National
Museum of Iran, it remains a tes-
tament to the historical signifi-
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cance of Hasanlu Hill.

Designated as a national mon-
ument in 1965, Hasanlu Hill
has become a hub for scientific,
technical, and research activ-
ities. Its importance is further
evident by the continuous in-
flux of both domestic and for-
eign tourists who visit this cap-

tivatingsite everyyear.
Through this ongoing archae-
ological exploration, the trea-
sures of Hasanlu Hill and the
broader cultural landscape of
Suldouz Valley come to life, of-
fering a glimpse into the ancient
civilizations that thrived in this
vibrantregion.



