
Injured Azmoun to be out 
for up to three weeks

Djokovic says  
young rivals have 
awoken his inner ‘beast’

Sports Desk

6 Iran Daily  Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023
Athletics
Sports

AS Roma striker Sardar Azmoun 
will be ruled of action for two to 
three weeks after sustaining a calf 
injury during Sunday’s 1-1 home 
draw against Fiorentina in Serie 
A, according to Sky Sport Italia.
The Iranian international came 
off the bench with 25 minutes 
into the game to replace injured 
Argentine Paulo Dybala but 
had to make way for Stephan El 
Shaarawy on the hour mark.
Roma got off to a flying start at 
the Stadio Olimpico Tour, taking 
the lead through Romelu Luka-
ku’s fifth-minute header, only to 
see the Belgian’s strike canceled 
out by Lucas Martí�nez Quarta in 
the 66th minute, two minutes 
after the Giallorossi’s Nicola Za-
lewski had received his marching 
orders for a second bookable of-
fence.
José Mourinho’s side had to fin-
ish the game with nine men after 
Lukaku was dismissed with three 
minutes left on the clock for a 
reckless challenge on Ivorian Mi-
chael Kouame.
Azmoun’s injury means the Irani-
an – on a season-long loan from 
Leverkusen – will miss the up-
coming games against Cremonese 
in Copa Italia, as well as massive 
league encounters with Bologna, 
Napoli, Juventus, and Atalanta.
Sunday’s stalemate left Roma 

fourth in the Italian top-flight 
table – equal on 25 points with 
fifth-place Bologna and four adrift 
of Milan.
However, Azmoun will likely be 
back on the pitch in time to lead 
the line for the national team – 
alongside Porto frontman Mahdi 
Taremi – at the AFC Asian Cup, 
starting January 12 in Qatar, 
where the three-time champion 

will be desperate to win a first 
title since 1976.
Meanwhile, Persepolis midfielder 
Vahid Amiri is expected to miss 
the Asian Cup, according to sev-
eral sources in the country, due 
to a groin problem.
A member of the Iranian World 
Cup squads in 2018 and 2022, 
as well as the previous two Asian 
cups, Amiri, 35, was introduced as 

a second-half substitute during a 
1-1 draw at Istiklol FC in the AFC 
Champions League in early No-
vember – having been out for 
weeks with a hamstring injury – 
but was unlucky to leave the pitch 
before the final whistle with a 
torn groin, and will likely miss out 
on what would have been a final 
major tournament in the Iranian 
shirt for him.

Roma striker Sardar Azmoun (R) challenges Fiorentina’s Michael Kayode for the ball during a 1-1 draw in Serie A at the Stadio Olimpico Tour, Rome, 
Italy, on December 10, 2023. 
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REUTERS – Novak Djokovic turns 37 next year but the 
Serbian says his appetite for success will only increase 
with young challengers awakening the “beast” in him.
The world number one enjoyed an extraordinary 2023 by 
winning three out of the four Grand Slams to take his tally 
to 24, two more than his great rival Rafa Nadal and four 
more than the retired Roger Federer.
Djokovic did not have it all his own way, however, with 
20-year-old Carlos Alcaraz denying him a fifth-straight 
Wimbledon crown in a thrilling final and 22-year-old Jan-
nik Sinner dashing his hopes of Davis Cup glory.
“The young guys who are very hungry and very inspired 
to play their best tennis against me is an additional moti-
vation,” Djokovic said on CBS News program “60 Minutes”.
“I think they kind of awaken a beast in me.”
Djokovic beat Alcaraz in three of their four meetings this 
year - including the French Open semi-finals where the 
Spaniard suffered full-body cramps - but the Serb said his 
young rival had become a real threat.
“He’s as a complete of a player as I have seen in ages,” 
Djokovic said, adding that he used his defeat in the Wim-
bledon final as motivation for the U.S. hardcourt swing, 
where he won at Cincinnati and Flushing Meadows.
“It’s a great opportunity for me to reinvent myself and re-
ally push harder than I ever did.”
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