Iranian actor
Nazaralian
awarded at
Greek festival

Mahmoud Nazaralian, the
lead actor in the short film,
‘Cloudy Man, written and
directed by Shahin Jalali, re-
ceived the Best Actor Award
at the Short Film Section of
the Athens Marathon Inter-
national Film Festival.

The festival is an annual
event dedicated to the com-
petition of independent
filmmakers, featuring cat-
egories for both short and
feature-length films, IRNA
wrote.

The short film tells the sto-
ry of an elderly man who
has lost the balance of his
life and faces unpredictable
events.

The film has already taken
part at the 13th Baku Inter-
national Short Film Festival,
26th Busan International
Film Festival in South Korea,
the 8th Iranian Film Festival
in Zurich, Switzerland, and
the 15th Grand OFF World
Independent Film Awards
in Poland, where it was
nominated for best actor
award in a short film.

Iran to stage
theatrical play
‘Nowruz’ at
Indian festival

The play ‘Nowruz’ is set to
be staged at the 20th Rayan
International Children’s
Festival in New Delhi, from
December 13 to 17.
Written and directed by
Mohammad Borumand,
the theatrical production
will be performed at the
Ambedkar International
Hall on December 15, Mehr
news agency reported.
Teenagers aged 12 to 17,
from 20 countries, includ-
ing Germany, Lithuania,
Latvia, Norway, Denmark,
Estonia, Italy, Paraguay,
Canada, India, Zambia, Slo-
venia, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Iran, Malaysia, the Nether-
lands, Bangladesh, Nepal,
and the Czech Republic will
showcase performances in
various categories such as
performance art, musical
theater, puppetry, and folk
dance.

Representing Iran, the Si-
morgh Theater Group will
present ‘Nowruz,’ featur-
ing the traditions of the
Persian New Year.
‘Nowruz’ offers a fresh
perspective on the ancient
tale of Uncle Nowruz and
Naneh Sarma, exploring
how their love keeps them
youthful. The play intro-
duces characters such as
Uncle Nowruz, Naneh
Sarma, Hajji Firouz, and
the rituals of welcoming
Nowruz in northern and
southern Iran.

The performance will be
presented in English.

The cast includes Parnian
Babapour, Arnika Boru-
mand, Parvin Kheradmand,
Hasti Rahimifard, Mahsa
Qadamyari, Hasti Qorbani,
Saba Kianmanesh, with Ba-
hareh Saahebi and Soheila
Qeidi as the voice actors of
the play.
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° Stefan Priesner, the United Nations

Resident Coordinator in Iran

° Mohsen Ghanei, the head of the

Department of Development and
Human Rights Treaties at the
Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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° Amirsaed Vakil, an attorney and

assistant professor at the University
of Tehran’s Faculty of Law and
Political Science

( Social Desk )

EXCLUSIVE

The 5th International Confer-
ence on the Future of Peace &
Human Rights in West Asia com-
menced on Monday, December
11. Organized by the Foundation
of Dialogue and Solidarity of the
United Nations (FODASUN), the
conference took place at Iran’s
Khaneye Andishe Varzan. Its pri-
mary objective was to encourage
engaging discussions and pro-
vide insightful perspectives on
the subject matter.

This conference aims to bring to-
gether influential speakers and
experts in the field to deliberate
on crucial issues surrounding
peace and human rights in the
region. The inaugural session
of the conference featured dis-
tinguished speakers, including
Stefan Priesner, the United Na-
tions Resident Coordinator in
Iran, Mohsen Ghanei, Head of
the Department of Development
and Human Rights Treaties at
the Iranian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and Amirsaed Vakil, an
Attorney at Law and Assistant
Professor at the University of
Tehran’s Faculty of Law and Po-
litical Science.

At first, Masoud Ravankhah, the
head of FODASUN, welcomed
the guests and speakers, and
then passed the floor to Priesner,
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who began by acknowledging
the significance of International
Human Rights Day, and empha-
sized the 75th anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the progress made in
establishing a comprehensive
international framework for the
protection of human rights.
Priesner stated that, despite the
current situation in Gaza, the
state of human rights globally is
much better than it was in 1948,
“When the world just emerged
from a catastrophic world war,
with 50 million people dead; a
time when countries came to-
gether searching for a common
ground to establish a more per-
manent peace.”

Priesner then emphasized the
close link between peace and
human rights, noting that human
rights violations remain a chal-
lenge in many parts of the world.
He discussed the ongoing efforts
to develop and codify human
rights laws, including debates on
standards-setting in areas such
as the right to the environment
and human rights in the context
of emerging technologies.
Turning to the situation in Gaza,
Priesner referred to the resump-
tion of hostilities as “catastrophic”
and echoed the sentiment of the
UN, urging all influential states “to
redouble their efforts immediate-
ly to ensure a ceasefire.”
Priesner also emphasized the

Iran’s National Orchestra to perform
‘Lady of Water’ tone poem

( Arts & Culture Desk )

In commemoration of the
mourning days of the martyr-
dom of Hazrat Fatima (PBUH),
Iran’s National Orchestra, un-
der the auspice of Hamayoun
Rahimian, is slated to perform
the symphonic poem ‘Lady of
Water'.

Seyyed Mahmoud Eslami, Dep-
uty Minister of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance and the Acting
Head of the Rudaki Foundation,
stated, “This performance is the
artistic tribute of musicians and
performers to Hazrat Fatima.”

According to the report, Safi Sa-
favi composed the ‘Lady of Wa-
ter’ composed the poem, with
lyrics inspired by the poems of
Abdoljabbar Kakaei and words
by Seyyed Mehdi Shojaei. Ali
Amir-Qassemi is the vocalist for
this piece, IRNA wrote.

The symphonic poem com-
prises eight sections: ‘Offering,
‘Yas Fragrance, ‘Conqueror of
Hearts, ‘Love and Moon, ‘Dear
Father, ‘Night of Longing, ‘All
This Loneliness, and ‘Celestial’.
With over 270 musical pieces
in its repertoire, this orchestra
is a sub section of the Rudaki

Foundation and is currently
working under the permanent
leadership of Rahimian. The or-
chestra’s debut autumn concert,
titled ‘Autumns, took place on
October 12, featuring enduring
pieces by late composers in the
Vahdat Hall.

On November 4, the orchestra,
led by Rahimian, performed a
solo tar composition titled ‘Our
Rainy Season’. In December, the
Iran National Orchestra, con-
ducted by maestro Majid Enteza-
mi, presented a selection of the
composer’s works under the title
‘Accompanied by Memories’ over
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importance of promoting sus-
tainable development, inclusive
societies, environmental protec-
tion, and access to justice as key
elements in achieving stability
and conflict prevention.

He discussed the United Na-
tions Country Team’s work in
Iran, emphasizing development
and humanitarian priorities.
Priesner highlighted the United
Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Cooperation Framework,
which promotes collaboration
between Iran and the UN in var-
ious areas.

Priesner concluded his speech
by saying, “Let us all use today’s
event to step up our efforts to
translate human rights into re-
ality in the lives of every child,
woman, and man around the
globe and the region.”

After a short break, Mohsen
Ghanei followed Priesner’s
speech and continued the dis-
cussion on human rights, dedi-
cating his speech to explaining
the mechanisms of the United
Nations Human Rights Coun-
cil (UNHRC) and the nature of
Universal Periodic Reviews. He
drew the attendees’ attention to
the dismal human rights records
of Israel, which is the subject of
item 7 in the council. This item
is titled “Human rights situation
in Palestine and other occupied
Arab territories” and is defined
by UNHRC Resolution 5/1 as en-

FODASUN
compassing “human rights viola-
tions and implications of the Is-
raeli occupation of Palestine and
other occupied Arab territories.”
“Nine out of 36 UNHRC special
sessions were about Israel’s
crimes,” Ghanei said.

Then, Professor Amirsaed Vakil
from the University of Tehran
delivered a scholarly presenta-
tion on various aspects of Peace
and Human Rights, with a specif-
ic focus on the West Asia region.
He drew attention to the fact
that the region, home to seven
percent of the world’s popula-
tion and with a median age of
22, possesses major potential
to shape the future of the world.
However, the presence of unre-
solved fundamental issues within
the region, coupled with its high
ethnic diversity and more than
60 spoken languages, also cre-
ates a fertile ground for wars and
armed conflicts. Nevertheless,
by prioritizing a culture of peace
rooted in democratic values, the
West Asia region can effectively
navigate these turbulent times
and strive towards achieving
lasting and sustainable peace.
Lastly, the audience and speak-
ers engaged in a brief period of
Q&A, during which questions
were raised about the UN’s abil-
ity to safeguard human rights,
the role Iran can play, and what
the future holds for prominent
countries in the region.
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five nights (December 5 to 9).

Moreover, in September of this
year, the orchestra, led by Ra-
himian, took to the stage at
Vahdat Hall with the symphon-
ic poem ‘Farewell, featuring

the vocals of late Hessameddin
Seraj and the narration of Saeed
Bageri, a pioneering poet and
researcher, to mark the occasion
of the mourning season of Imam
Hussein (PBUH).



