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Circling ghosts
that will not cease

“Everybeautiful poemisanactofresistance.”
Mahmoud Darwish

Ontheeveningof October29,1956,
thevillagers of Kafr Qasim, after
spendingahard dayworkingin
thefields, longedtoreturntothe
comfortoftheirhomes. Little didthey knowthatthe Israeliauthorities had
imposeda5p.m. curfewwith ashoot-to-kill order on Palestinianvillages.
Whenthe unsuspecting Palestiniansattemptedto return, they were ruth-
lessly shot down, resultinginthe heartrending death of forty-eightinnocent
villagers.

Whilethisincident may have gone down inthe annals of Palestinian
historyandfaded as yetanother atrocity committed by the murderous
Israeliarmy,itisimmortalized in Samih al-Qasim’s poem, ‘Kafr Qasim’
Readingthis powerful poemisakinto beingstruck by afast-moving
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Samihal-Qasim (1939-2014)

Was aprominent contemporary Palestinian poet, who wrote prolifically throughout hislife, exploring
various literary forms and leavingbehind a vast collection of over seventy published books. Despite
facingpersecution from Israeliauthorities for hisactivism against the mandatory conscription law

train.ltcomesasnosurprise, as he was one of Palestine’s most profi-
cient, beloved poets of resistance, whose steadfast voice resonated for
decadesfromwithinthe occupiedland.

Poetry,asthe18th-century German philosopher)ohann GeorgHamannonce
putit,“isthemother-tongue ofthehumanrace.’ The primacythat Hamann
attributesto passion, symbolism,imagery,and metaphorinhisdiscourseon
language is perhaps mostapparentin Palestinian poetry of resistance, where
eachword becomesabulletteemingwiththedistilled complexities ofthe
Palestinian experience underoccupationandsuppression.
Intheintroductiontohisbook, ‘AMap of Absence: An Anthology of
PalestinianWritingonthe Nakba’ Atef Alshaer statesthat literature for
Palestinians “has beenasource of national rebirth, documentationand
emancipation, engagingwith a burdened realityand an ongoingtragedy.”
Palestinian literature, Alshaer argues, emerged asa response tothe
colonization oftheirland, withafocus onasserting historical continuity
andthe connectiontothewiderArabworld. Overtime, Palestinian liter-

FadwaTuqan (1917-2003)

imposed on Druze Arab youth and hisinvolvementin politics, al-Qasim’s poetry gained international
recognition. His powerful verses captured the essence of his people’s struggle, finding their way into

popular songsand chants.

Kafr Qasim

norose.

No monumentraised, no memorial, and

Notonelineofverseto easetheslain
Notonecurtain, notone blood-stained
Shred of our blameless brothers’clothes.
Notonestoneto engravetheir names.
Notonething. Only theshame.

Their circling ghosts havestill not ceased
Digging up gravesin Kafr Qasim’s debris.

atureevolved inresponsetointernationalismand modernization, going
beyondstrict nationalist loyalties. Thisevolution liberated the literature
fromideological constraints, enablingit “to expressthe plight of human-
kind-allof our struggles, frustrations, insecuritiesand aspirations—in
fluid,and sometimes subversive, ways.”

Poetry, foraslongas it has existed, has beena powerfultoolinthe
hands ofthe oppressed and marginalized, allowingthemto rise above
adversityand reclaim theiragency.

Inthisspecialissue, we commemorate the resilience and fortitude of
Palestinian poets who have made out of theirwords mighty weapons
of defiance. Each poeminthisanthology servesasatestamenttothe
unconquerable spiritof resistance, confronting the injustices of the
Israelioccupationand illuminating the struggle of the Palestinian
people. May these poems awaken our conscience and ignite within us
asense of urgencyto pursuejustice forallthe oppressed, wherever
they may be.

Wasa contemporary Arab Palestinian poet, whose verse isknown for distinctive chronicling of the suffering
ofherpeople, the Palestinian, aswell asrepresentations of resistance to Israeli occupation. She hassome-
timesbeenreferredtoasthe “Poetof Palestine.”

Labour Pains

The wind blows the pollen in the night
throughruinsoffields and homes.
Earth shiverswith love,

with the pain of giving birth,

butthe conquerorwantsusto believe
stories of submission and surrender.

OArabAurora!

Tellthe usurperofourland
thatchildbirthis a force unknown to him,
thepainofamother’sbody,
thatthescarredland

inaugurates life

atthemomentofdawn

when therose of blood
bloomsonthewound.



