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Houthis vow to keep up Red Sea strikes despite US warnings

Europe losing ‘moral ground’
over Gaza: Borrell

UN agencies voice anger at Israeli attacks on hospitals

< International Desk )

Europe is losing moral ground
with the rest of the world as a
result of its stance on Gaza, the
EU’s foreign policy chief said on
Monday.

Speaking at a conference in Aos-
ta, Josep Borrell also said the EU
had been unable to adopt a unit-
ed view because some countries
in Europe were feeling guilty as
a result of the Holocaust and the
Second World War, the Guardian
reported.

“There are a certain number of
countries that are prepared to
support Israel to the limit be-
cause they have a bad guilt com-
plex about the Holocaust, and
that is not a sentiment that ev-
eryone shares,” he said.

He noted that “relations with the
global south had not been very
good before October 7, now it has
become worse”.

He added, “We are losing moral
ground with the rest of the world,
including in the Middle East” The
accusations of double standards
seemed massive compared with
the EU’s standard in Ukraine, he
said.

Injured Gazans

sitting ducks in hospitals
UN officials voiced anger and dis-
belief on Tuesday about the sit-
uation in Gaza hospitals, where
injured people do not have basic
supplies and children recover-
ing from amputations are being
killed in the ongoing conflict.
Most of Gaza’s hospitals are no
longer operating due to damage
from attacks, Israeli raids, and a
lack of fuel and staff. Those still

open are under growing pressure
due to both strikes and the grow-
ing numbers of sick and injured
patients arriving, Reuters wrote.
“I'm furious that children who
are recovering from amputa-
tions in hospitals are then killed
in those hospitals,” said James
Elder, spokesperson for the UN
children’s agency.

He added that the Nasser Hospi-
tal, the largest operational hos-
pital left in the enclave where he
spent time earlier this month,
had been shelled twice in the past
48 hours.

“So where do children and fam-
ilies go? They’re not safe in hos-
pitals, they’re not safe in shelters,
and they’re certainly not safe in
so-called safe zones,” he said.
Margaret Harris, a World Health
Organization spokesperson, de-
scribed the situation in Gaza hos-
pitals as “unconscionable”.

“The very basics, they do not
have them. One of my colleagues
described people lying on the
floor in severe pain, in agony, but
they weren’t asking for pain re-
lief. They were asking for water;”
she said. “It’s beyond belief that
the world is allowing this to con-
tinue.”

Meanwhile, Israeli forces raided
one of the last functioning hospi-
tals in Gaza’s north and bombard-
ed the south with airstrikes that
killed at least 28 Palestinians,
pressing ahead with their offen-
sive Tuesday with renewed back-
ing from the United States despite
rising international alarm.

The air and ground war, launched
in response to Hamas’ October 7
attack on Israel, has killed near-
ly 20,000 Palestinians, displaced
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some 1.9 million, demolished
much of northern Gaza, and
sparked attacks on US and Israeli
targets across the region.

Yemenis won'’t forsake
Palestinians

The United States condemned
“unprecedented” attacks by
Houthi (Ansarullah) fighters on
Red Sea shipping as they pledged
Tuesday to continue military op-
erations despite the announce-
ment of a new maritime protec-
tion force.

The flurry of drone and missile
attacks by the Ansarullah, the
latest of which targeted two ves-
sels on Monday, threaten to up-

end global trade flows, with ma-
jor shipping firms halting traffic
through the Bab al-Mandeb strait,
according to AFP.

Pentagon Chief Lloyd Austin
warned Tuesday that the attacks
“threaten” the free flow of com-
merce, a day after he announced
a multinational task force to
quell Ansarullah missile and
drone attacks. The task force in-
cludes Britain, Canada, France,
[taly, the Netherlands, Norway,
and Spain, as well as the United
States.

It drew Ansarullah’s ire, with
fighters pledging to continue at-
tacks.

“Even if America succeeds in mo-

People inspect the damage

in a room following Israeli
bombardment at Nasser hospital
in Khan Yunis in the southern
Gaza Strip, on December 17,
2023.
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bilizing the entire world, our mil-
itary operations will not stop... no
matter the sacrifices it costs us,”
senior Ansarullah official Mo-
hammed al-Bukhaiti said on X,
formerly Twitter.

The group’s spokesman Moham-
med Abdul Salam said the “US-
formed coalition aims to protect
Israel and militarize the sea,”
adding: “Whoever seeks to ex-
pand the conflict must bear the
consequences of those actions.”
Yemen'’s Ansarullah group have
launched more than 100 drone
and missile attacks, targeting 10
merchant vessels involving more
than 35 different countries, ac-
cording to the Pentagon.

| NEWS IN BRIEF |
UN chief: JCPOA
best available
option

XINHUA - The UN political
chief said that the organiza-
tion’s secretary-general still
considers the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) “the best available
option to ensure that the
Iranian nuclear program
remains exclusively peace-
ful”.

The international com-
munity must exhaust “all
available diplomatic ave-
nues” to restore the JCPOA,
Rosemary DiCarlo told the
Security Council on Mon-
day.

Gas stations
in Iran back
online after
cyberattack

SHANA

IFP - Almost all gas sta-
tions in Iran are operation-
al a day after about 70 per-
cent of the pumps were hit
in a cyberattack, the Irani-
an deputy oil minister said
Tuesday.

Jafar Salari Nassab an-
nounced over 40 percent
of the total 33,000 gas sta-
tions across the country
are connected to the smart
system for fueling at subsi-
dized prices.

Salari Nassab added that
the rationing allocated to
the motor vehicles is un-
affected and dismissed re-
ports that plans are under-
way to increase fuel prices
in the country.

Sedond Announcement

Tender invitation
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Swedish court upholds life sentence
for Iranian citizen

Invitation to public tender for: FILTROL _T:
GRADED(CLAY-24) TONSIL CO 616 G // 23430KG y
Tabriz petrochemical company intends to procure its required quantity of FILTROL

GRADED(CLAY-24) TONSIL CO 616 G for ABS production plant from reputable & reliable producer
and supplier of said product.
Interested suppliers should submit their request to below email in order to get tender documents
until 7 days after the first print,
Email: M.iranmakani@tpco.ir
Tender
FILTROL GRADED(CLAY-24) TONSIL CO 616 G

Phone No.: +88-41-34282973

23430KG

PWVS-0241044
Public Relations of Tabriz Petrochemical Company (Public Stock)

First turn published: December 14, 2023 Second turn published: December 20, 2023

Second Announcement

Tender invitation
Invitation to public tender for
BUTYL CHLORIDE // 25,400kg -

Tabriz petrochemical company intends to procure its required quantity of BUTYL CHLORIDE for
polyethylene production plant from reputable & reliable producer and supplier of said product.
Interested suppliers should submit their request to below email in order to get tender documents
until December 28, 2023.

Deadline for submission of offers for tender is: January 09, 2024,

Email: Lallafkari@tpco.ir Phone No.: +98-41-34282921

TPC

Tender
BUTYL CHLORIDE PVS-0241050 25,400 kg

Public Relations of Tabriz Petrochemical Company (Public Stock)
First turn published: December 14, 2023 Second turn published: December 20, 2023
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A Swedish appeals court on Tuesday up-
held a life sentence conviction for a for-
mer Iranian judicial official.

Hamid Nouri is an Iranian citizen who
has been illegally imprisoned by the
Swedish government for 50 months over
unfounded allegations, Mehr news agen-
cy wrote.

The 62-year-old Iranian citizen and the
Iranian Foreign Ministry have vehement-
ly rejected the accusations of breaching

international humanitarian law leveled
by the Swedish court against him, saying
that the verdict was issued under the in-
fluence of anti-Iran terrorist groups, most
notably the Mujahedeen Khalq Organiza-
tion.

Noury was arrested at a Stockholm air-
port in November 2019 after Iranian dis-
sidents in Sweden filed police complaints
against him. He has been placed in soli-
tary confinement since his illegal arrest.
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