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Germany’s Academy of 
Arts said a fraught politi-
cal climate in the country 
has led to “violations of 
civil liberties that are un-
acceptable for a democrat-
ic country” and warned 
against “hasty red lines 
drawn on the basis of po-
litical statements by art-
ists”.
The academy’s statement 
follows a number of exhi-
bition cancellations since 
Hamas’s terror attacks 
against Israel on October 
7 and the Israeli military 
response in Gaza because 
arts institutions perceived 
comments by featured art-
ists or curators as antise-
mitic or anti-Israel, The 
Art Newspaper wrote.
Most recently, the Heinrich 
Böll Foundation, which is 
affiliated with the German 
Greens, withdrew from a 
ceremony awarding the 
Hannah Arendt prize to 
the Jewish Russian Amer-
ican writer Masha Gessen 

after the publication of an 
article in The New Yorker 
in which Gessen compared 
Israeli military action in 
Gaza to the Nazis clearing 
Jewish ghettos. Gessen 
nonetheless received the 
prize on December 15. 
In an interview with Der 

Spiegel magazine, Gessen 
described “a culture of si-
lencing” in Germany.
“The political and cultur-
al climate is escalating,” 
Jeanine Meerapfel, the 
president of the Academy 
of Arts, said in a statement. 
“The current discussions 
about artistic freedom 
and so-called cancel cul-
ture are dangerous. Public 
discourse is increasingly 
characterised by an inad-
missible mixing of topics 
and tendentious claims. 
This confusion has led to 
violations of civil liberties 
that are unacceptable for a 
democratic nation.”
In November, the Saarland-
museum in Saarbrücken 
cancelled an exhibition of 
a work by Candice Bre-
itz, saying it would not 
showcase any artist “who 
does not clearly recognize 
Hamas’s terror as a breach 
of civilization”. 
Breitz, who is Jewish, said 
she had clearly denounced 
Hamas’s attacks and “the 
climate in Germany at 
present is such that many 
Germans feel absolutely 
justified in violently con-
demning Jewish positions 
that are not consistent 
with their own.”
On Instagram, Breitz criti-
cised the academy’s state-
ment as “vague and tooth-
less” and “too little, too 
late”. It did not specifically 
mention the debate over 
the Middle East, nor did it 
express solidarity with the 
artists whose shows had 

been cancelled, she said. 
Breitz added she is with-
drawing her active mem-
bership from the academy 
until its leadership chang-
es.
“Our collective defence 
of civil rights… should be 
prioritised above differ-
ences that may exist at the 
level of individual political 
stances,” Breitz said.
A week before Breitz’s ex-
hibition was scrapped, the 
Biennale für aktuelle Fo-
tografie, a contemporary 
photo exhibition which 
was due to be held in 
Mannheim, Ludwigshafen 
and Heidelberg in March 
2024, was cancelled after 
one of the curators posted 
content on social media 
that the cities’ authorities 
described as antisemitic.
In another case, a major 
literary prize due to be 

awarded to Berlin-based, 
British writer Sharon 
Dodua Otoo did not go 
ahead over a petition she 
had signed eight years ago 
that critics said supported 
a movement to boycott Is-
rael, AFP wrote.
Much of the sensitivity 
is driven by a desire to 
ensure security for Ger-
many’s Jewish population 

amid the spate of antise-
mitic attacks, including the 
targeting of a Berlin syna-
gogue in October.
In a statement sent to AFP, 
Culture Minister Claudia 
Roth said that “Israel’s 
security is a fundamental 
principle” for Germany, 
but stressed it was import-
ant to try to keep cultural 
spaces “open and safe for 
everybody”.
“I would hope that we can 
move away from fear and 
move towards dialogue 
and discourse,” she said, 
adding that cancelling 
events or revoking awards 
should be “the last step, 
not the first”.
Plans for the next Docu-
menta, the vast contem-
porary art show that takes 
place in Kassel every five 
years, are in disarray after 
the finding committee re-
sponsible for selecting the 
next artistic director re-
signed en masse because 
one of their members was 
forced to withdraw. Ran-
jit Hoskoté left the panel 

amid pressure from Ger-
man media and the gov-
ernment over a statement 
he had signed in 2019 that 
they viewed as antisemit-
ic. The four remaining 
panel members said they 

did not see “appropriate 
conditions” for “diverse 
perspectives,  percep-
tions and discourses” in 
Germany.
The debate over what 
criticism of Israel is per-
missible and what institu-
tions view as antisemitic 
and therefore unaccept-
able has caused a rift at 
the highest levels of the 
German arts world. A day 
before the Academy of 
Arts statement, the Ger-
man Kulturrat, which rep-
resents cultural employers 
in Germany, chose instead 
to send a statement re-
affirming its adherence 
to the International Ho-
locaust Remembrance 
Alliance definition of an-
tisemitism.
This states that “Antisem-
itism is a certain percep-
tion of Jews, which may 
be expressed as hatred 
toward Jews. Rhetorical 
and physical manifesta-
tions of antisemitism are 
directed toward Jewish 
or non-Jewish individuals 
and/or their property, to-
ward Jewish community 
institutions and religious 
facilities.”
In a list of examples of an-
tisemitism, the IHRA says 
“Manifestations might in-
clude the targeting of the 
state of Israel, conceived 
as a Jewish collectivity. 
However, criticism of Isra-
el similar to that levelled 
against any other country 
cannot be regarded as an-
tisemitic.”
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IRNA – Iranian film ‘The 
Old Bachelor,’ directed by 
Oktay Baraheni, was cho-
sen to participate in the 
53rd International Film 
Festival Rotterdam (IFFR), 
scheduled to be held from 
January 25 to February 4, 
2024, in Rotterdam.
The film will compete 
with 15 other films in the 
Big Screen Competition 
section tackling the top-
ics of choice, identity and 
society. 
The IFFR, recognized as 
one of Europe’s major 
cinematic events, aims to 
present a curated selection 
of independent and cre-
ative films of high quality 
on a global scale. The festi-
val provides a platform for 
filmmakers to showcase 
their innovative works to 
an international audience.
Directed by Baraheni, 
‘The Old Bachelor’ marks 
his second directorial ex-
perience into the world 
of cinema. The film, writ-
ten by Baraheni himself, 
was brought to life with 
the support of investors 
Arsalan Baraheni and 
Amirhossein Abdollahi. 
The cast includes ac-
claimed actors such as Lei-
la Hatami, Hamed Behdad, 
Mohammad Valizadegan, 
Reza Rooygari, and Hassan 
Pourshirazi.

Iran’s ‘The 
Old Bachelor’ 
picked for Int’l 
Film Festival 
Rotterdam

IRNA – Seven young talents 
from Iran’s Institute for the 
Intellectual Development of 
Children and Young Adults 
were awarded at the 25th 
International Youth Art Ex-
hibition Nova Zagora 2023 
in Bulgaria.
A group of 15 Iranian chil-
dren showcased their paint-
ings with various themes at 
the exhibition. Notably, sev-
en of them were awarded 
diplomas of honor. 
This recognition highlights 
the artistic achievements of 
these Iranian children and 
teens on the international 
stage, promoting cultural 
exchange and celebrating 
creative expression.
The recipients of  the 
plaques include Asma Zarei 
from Hamedan, Yasna Safa-
pour from Khuzestan, Nikoo 
Nassirzadeh from Khorasan 
Razavi, Faezeh Fat’hi from 
Fars, Raha Hosseinpour 
from East Azarbaijan, and 
Elnaz Sharifian from Isfah-
an. Their ages range from 
6 to 14.

Iranian 
children 
honored at 
Bulgarian art 
exhibition
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