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Iran to turn 
into major 
trade partner 
for EAEU: 
Minister
Iran will become one of the 
most important trade part-
ners of the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EAEU) with 
the inking of a free trade 
agreement (FTA) between 
the two sides, said the 
union’s minister in charge 
of trade.
Andrey Slepnev made the 
remarks in a meeting with 
the Iranian Ambassador to 
Russia Kazem Jalali, IRNA 
reported.
He also called the agree-
ment the most important 
cooperation document be-
tween the two sides.
Jalali, for his part, said the 
FTA is the result of inten-
sive negotiations and the 
will of the two sides to de-
velop bilateral relations.
In 2018, Iran and the EAEU 
inked a preferential trade 
agreement (PTA), which 
came into effect on October 
27, 2019. The two sides lat-
er began negotiations to up-
grade the PTA to FTA, after 
the success of the former.
The EAEU was established 
in 2015 at the initiative 
taken by the Russian Fed-
eration, Kazakhstan, and 
Belarus. Afterward, Arme-
nia and Kyrgyzstan joined 
the union.

Raisi: Fiber optics key infrastructure 
for smart services development

Iran has made nano-
technology a priority in 
recent years, achieving 
remarkable success. The 
nanotechnology research 
website StatNano has 
ranked Iran as fourth in 
the world in nanotechnol-
ogy publications.
The number of scien-
tific articles is deemed 
a significant parameter 
for measuring and com-
paring scientific devel-
opment, according to 
StatNano that provides 
the global and regional 
ranking of the main in-
dicators of nano science, 
technology, and industry. 
China was atop the rank-
ings, followed by the Unit-
ed States and India, wrote 
Press TV.
International entities 
have acknowledged Ira-
nian contributions to the 
field. In February 2022, 
the American Institute of 
Physics published a schol-
arly article on the use of 
nanomaterials for cancer 
treatment by Iranian sci-
entists.
Among Iran’s nanotech-
nology products, 42% are 
related to construction, 
17% to petroleum, and 

13% to automobile man-
ufacturing.
Nanotechnology refers 
to industrial production 
from atomic and mole-
cule-sized matter. It lever-
ages the properties of 
nanoparticles into a wide 
range of applications 
spanning a vast number 
of industries. Key accom-
plishments in the field of 
nanotechnology can be 
seen across a wide vari-
ety of engineering, energy 
and medical sectors.
The field is important 
because it is changing 
the world. It is a broad 
discipline that includes 
diverse scientific fields 
such as surface science, 
molecular biology, molec-
ular engineering, organic 
chemistry, energy stor-
age, and semiconductor 
physics.
Many experts believe 
that nanotechnology will 
bring about a new era of 
productivity and wealth, 
and this is reflected in the 
growth in public invest-
ment in technologies and 
research over the past 
two decades.
Nanotechnology has be-
come one of the pillars 

of modern scientific re-
search. The evolution of 
nano-based products and 
nanomaterials in the past 
few years has immensely 
benefited the entire econ-
omy and society.
Over the last two decades, 
the world has observed 
a steady increase in the 
number of industries 
producing nano-based 
products and the number 
of countries promoting 
nanotechnology. There 
is a continuous increase 
in the number of patents 
registered under nano-
technology worldwide. 
More importantly, the 
ratio of nanotechnology 
to nominal GDP has in-
creased significantly, sug-
gesting that the contribu-
tion of nanotechnology to 
World GDP has increased. 
Nanotechnology has also 
played a key role in new 
job creation.
Many developing nations 
such as Brazil, India, the 
Philippines, Chile, Mexi-
co, and South Africa are 
emerging as frontrun-
ners in nanotechnology 
research. Iran is a success 
story, having established 
government-funded pro-
grams and research in-
stitutes to push the enve-
lope of nanotechnology. 
The Islamic Republic ini-
tiated its national nano-
technology development 
plan referred to as “Fu-
ture Strategy” in 2005, 
after being advised by 
several scholars about 
the impact that the tech-
nology could have on its 
wealth and economy.
State planners decided 
that developing nanotech-

Iran, a pioneer in nanotechnology

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi said on Friday that 
fiber optics are an important infrastructure for the 
development of smart services.
Speaking at the opening ceremony of a national plan 
to bring a fiber optics network to homes, businesses, 
and schools in the northern province of Golestan, he 
added, “Today, we witness the development of one 
of the most important communications and infor-
mation technology infrastructures in this province,” 
according to president.ir.
The president stated, “All aspects of human life are 
reliant on the Internet, in economic, educational, 
personal and social life, businesses, banking com-
munications and other services depend on the Inter-
net, as without it life would be disrupted.”
Considering the problems that copper cables suf-
fer and its limitations, fiber optics can guarantee 
Internet communications and services, said Raisi, 
adding, “This important infrastructure should not 
be neglected.”
During his two-day visit to Golestan Province, which 
ended on Friday, the president was accompanied by 
ministers, who discussed problems and issues.
Inaugurating a 600-bed hospital, several water sup-
ply projects, and a project for the dredging of Gor-
gan Bay were among the major projects inaugurated 
during president Raisi’s visit to Gorgan.

Iran’s exports to neighboring 
Iraq will reach $12 billion by 
the end of the current Iranian 
year (March 19, 2024), said a 
member of the Iran-Iraq Joint 
Chamber of Commerce.
Talking to Fars news agency, Ha-
mid Hosseini said Iran’s exports 

of products to Iraq in the first 
eight months of the current Ira-
nian year showed a 35 percent 
growth compared to the same 
period last year.  
Iran and Iraq enjoy high poten-
tial to boost the level of bilat-
eral trade, he said, adding that 

Iran has been the third export-
ing country to Iraq, after China 
and Turkey, over the past three 
years.
Iran’s Trade Promotion Organi-
zation (TPO) has embarked on 
setting up an office in Iraq to 
boost bilateral trade.

According to the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs Admin-
istration (IRICA), Iran exported 
more than $32 billion worth of 
products from March 21 to No-
vember 22, 2023, over $6 billion 
of which was destined to neigh-
boring Iraq.

Annual 
exports to 
Iraq to hit 
$12b: Official

nology could help Iran ad-
dress its chronic economic 
woes resulting from US 
sanctions and mismanage-
ment.
Nanotechnology can help 
Iran renovate the industries 
which are using old tech-

nologies and make them 
competitive. The field is 
also best placed to halt the 
emigration of profession-
als from the country. High 
efficiency, convenience, and 
the low price of nanotech-
nology products can boost 

demand and create a high 
level of satisfaction. Nan-
otechnology is also crucial 
to sustainable economic 
development.
Over the past few years, 
doctoral courses related to 
nanotechnology have been 

established in 23 Iranian 
universities in such fields 
as nanochemistry, nano-
physics, nanomaterials and 
nanomedicine. Also, 66 uni-
versities accept students 
for a master’s degree pro-
gram in nanotechnology.


