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Nassaji to name  
Spanish Alcaraz  
as new manager

 LALIGA

 ASIAN CHESS FEDERATION

Iran’s  Ramtin Kakavand 
grabbed a second gold medal 
at the Asian Youth Chess Cham-
pionships in Al Ain, the United 
Arab Emirates, on Thursday, 
walking away with the ultimate 
prize of the boys’ under-10 
standard contests.
Having claimed the blitz title of 

the age class earlier in Al Ain, 
Kakavand shared the spoils 
with Syrian Talab Rami in the 
ninth and the final round to fin-
ish atop the standard table with 
7.5 points.
Russian Arseny Kleschevnikov 
– representing the FIDE team 
– and Mazen Fandi of Syria 
finished equal on seven points 
but were separated by the tie-

breaks to take the silver and 
bronze medals of the event re-
spectively.
Kakavand’s triumph took Iran’s 
medal haul to six at the 25th 
edition of the tournament – 
held across six age groups in 
the standard, rapid, and blitz 
categories.
Iranian boys Mohammad-Taha 
Arkak (under-8), and Seyyed 

Kan’an Pourmousavi (un-
der-12) settled for a couple 
of blitz bronzes, while Niou-
sha Mohammadi won a girls’ 
bronze in the under-14 class of 
the event.
In the rapid chess contests, Ro-
sha Akbari won another bronze 
for the country, standing on the 
third podium of the girls’ un-
der-12 competitions.

Persian Gulf Pro League club Nas-
saji Mazandaran will unveil Lucas 
Alcaraz as the new head coach 
in the coming days after an 
agreement with the 
Spaniard over a year-
and-a-half contract.

Ex-Nassaji manager Seyyed Mah-
di Rahmati stepped down from 
his role in the aftermath of last 
Tuesday’s 4-0 away loss to Es-
teghlal – a seventh defeat in 12 
top-flight outings, which left the 
northern Iranian club second 

from bottom in the table with 
nine points.
The domestic cup cham-
pion in 2022, Nassaji was 
one of the three Iranian 
clubs in this season’s AFC 
Champions League but a 

third-place finish in Group 
D saw Rahmati’s men fail to 

progress to the last-16 round 
in their debut campaign.  

A former manager of a number 
of teams in his home country – in-
cluding Granada, Racing Santand-
er, Levante, and Almeria – Alcaraz 
was last in charge of Unión De-
portiva Ibiza before parting ways 
with the Spanish third-tier club 
in June after 26 games on the 
bench.
“Nassaji is a top team in Iran 
and I’m so excited for the new 
job in this team and country,” 
Alcaraz told Spanish newspaper 
GranadaDigital.
The 57-year-old coach was ap-
pointed to the Algeria role in 
April 2017 but four defeats in 
seven matches and the failure in 
qualifying for the 2018 World Cup 
brought his reign to an end in Oc-
tober that year.
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