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Leader of Iran's Islam-
ic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei paid 
tribute to late Iranian
commander Lt. Gen. Qas-
sem Soleimani for reviving 
the resistance front in the 
region.
The family of General 
Soleimani, who was as-
sassinated by a US drone 
strike near Baghdad on 
January 3, 2020, met 
with Ayatollah Khamenei 
on Sunday ahead of the 

fourth anniversary of the 
martyrdom of the com-
mander, Tasnim news 
agency reported.
At the meeting, the Lead-
er attributed the lasting 
memory of General Solei-
mani to the martyr’s char-
acter, his steadfastness 
and sincerity.
“The most important role 
and service of the great 
martyr has been the reviv-
al of the resistance front 
in the region,” Ayatollah 

Khamenei added.
Associating the resistance 
shown by the people of 
Gaza against the Israe-
li onslaught for around 
three months to the ex-
istence of the resistance 
front, the Leader said Gen-
eral Soleimani had made a 
great deal of effort to re-
vive the resistance front 
in a sincere, prudent, wise 
and moral manner.
The Leader praised the 
Commander of the Islamic 

Revolution Guards Corps 
Quds Force Brigadier Gen-
eral Esmaeil Qaani for his 
services after succeeding 
General Soleimani, adding, 
“The course of strengthen-
ing of the resistance front 
must continue.”
In the meeting,  also 
attended by the com-
manders of the IRGC and 
the IRGC Quds Force, a 
daughter of the late com-
mander, Zeinab Soleima-
ni, gave a report on the 

cultural and artistic pro-
grams that have been car-
ried out or are underway 
to familiarize the younger 
generation with the spirit, 
manners and characteris-
tics of General Soleimani.
Also on Sunday, Iranian 
President Ebrahim Raisi 
had an unannounced vis-
it to the family of martyr 
Brigadier General Seyyed 
Razi Mousavi, as he ex-
tended his condolences to 
his family.

Raisi has condemned Is-
rael’s assassination of the 
senior Iranian military 
adviser of the Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) in Syria, stressing 
that the occupying re-
gime will pay the price 
for the crime, Press TV 
reported.
The Iranian president 
called the murder a “cow-
ardly act” and went on to 
say that the sacrifices and 
dedication of the martyrs 
form the cornerstone of 
the country’s security and 
power.
“The services and sacri-
fices of this great com-
mander in supporting and 
strengthening the Islamic 
resistance front will for-
ever remain honored,” he 
added.
“Certainly, this crime will 
not go unanswered, and 
the Zionist criminals will 
pay for this crime,” he 
said.
Mousavi was killed in a 
terrorist Israeli airstrike 
on December 27, while 
on an advisory mission in 
Syria. 
Iran maintains an adviso-
ry mission in Syria at the 
request of Damascus, with 
the aim of helping the 
war-torn Arab country get 
rid of the foreign-backed 
militants who have been 
fighting the democratical-
ly-elected Syrian govern-
ment since 2011.
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Iran, UK FMs 
discuss Red Sea 
developments
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British Foreign Secretary 
David Cameron announced 
that he had discussed the 
developments in Red Sea 
in a phone talk with his Ira-
nian counterpart Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian on Sunday.
“I spoke to @Amirabdola-
hian today about Houthi at-
tacks in the Red Sea,” which 
Cameron said, “threaten in-
nocent lives and the global 
economy”. 
Iran’s Foreign Ministry did 
not issue any statement re-
garding this conversation.
Reiterating his country’s 
claim, Cameron wrote on his 
X account, “I made clear that 
Iran shares responsibility 
for preventing these attacks 
given their long-standing 
support to the Houthis.” 
A Brit ish government 
spokesperson in early De-
cember had claimed that 
Iran bears responsibility for 
the actions of the resistance 
groups in the region.
“As we’ve previously stated, 
Iran has long provided mili-
tary and political support to 
Houthi militants and it bears 
responsibility for the actions 
of its proxies and partners,” 
the British spokesperson 
had said in a statement.
Iran at the time rejected “un-
founded” allegations made 
by the UK government over 
Tehran’s role in resistance 
groups’ attacks against Is-
rael and US targets in the 
region. Foreign Ministry’s 
spokesman Nasser Kanaani 
said that the British gov-
ernment tries to achieve 
its special political goals by 
making such allegations. He 
said that London is trying to 
distort the realities of the 
region.
Following the escalation of 
tensions in the Gaza Strip, 
the Yemeni armed forces 
announced that they would 
carry out attacks against 
the Zionist regime until the 
aggression against Gaza is 
stopped, and they will not al-
low any Israeli ships to trav-
el in the waters of the Red 
Sea and the Bab al-Mandeb 
Strait. Claims against Iran’s 
role regarding the actions 
of the Yemeni armed forc-
es come as the resistance 
groups in the region act com-
pletely independently based 
on their own decision about 
the security of their coun-
tries or to support the op-
pressed Palestinian nation.
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Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said 
Saturday that Israel’s war 
on Gaza will continue for 
“many more months,” 
pushing back against per-
sistent international cease-
fire calls after mounting 
civilian deaths, hunger and 
mass displacement in the 
besieged enclave.
The Health Ministry in the 
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip 
said Sunday at least 21,822 
people have been killed in 

the Palestinian territory 
since the war with Israel 
erupted on October 7. The 
figure includes 150 deaths 
over the past 24 hours, a 
ministry statement said. 
It added that 56,451 peo-
ple have been wounded in 
Gaza since the start of the 
war. 
The number of Israeli sol-
diers killed in Gaza combat 
rose to 170, after the mili-
tary announced two more 
deaths Saturday.
The war has displaced 
some 85% of Gaza’s 2.3 

million residents, sending 
swells of people seeking 
shelter in Israeli-desig-
nated safe areas that the 
military has nevertheless 
bombed. Palestinians are 
left with a sense that no-
where is safe in the tiny 
enclave.
In new fighting, Israeli jets 
intensified attacks on cen-
tral Gaza on Sunday, resi-
dents and medics said, as 
battles raged through the 
rubble of towns and refu-
gee camps.
The United States, Israel’s 
main ally, has urged it to 
scale down the war and Eu-
ropean states have signaled 
alarm at the extent of Pal-
estinian civilian suffering. 
Netanyahu’s comments sig-
nal no let-up in a campaign 
that has killed many thou-
sands and levelled much 
of Gaza, while his vow to 
restore Israeli control over 
the enclave’s border with 
Egypt raises new questions 
over an eventual two-state 
solution.

US honored for new 
weapons sales
Netanyahu also thanked 
the Biden administration 
for its continued backing, 
including approval for a 
new emergency weap-
ons sale, the second this 
month, and prevention of a 
UN Security Council reso-

lution seeking an immedi-
ate cease-fire. Israel argues 
that ending the war now 
would mean victory for 
Hamas, a stance shared by 
the Biden administration, 
which at the same time 
urged Israel to do more to 
avoid harm to Palestinian 
civilians.
A Red Crescent video pub-
lished on Sunday showed 
the chaotic aftermath of 
strikes in central Gaza, as 
rescuers worked in the 
dark to carry an injured 
child from smoking rubble.
As the year drew to a close, 
Palestinians in Gaza were 
praying for a cease-fire 
but had little optimism 
that 2024 would be better.
The US State Department 
said Friday that Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
told Congress he approved 
a $147.5 million sale for 
equipment, including fus-
es, charges and primers, 
that is needed for 155 m 
shells Israel bought previ-
ously.
It marked the second time 
this month that the Biden 
administration is bypass-
ing Congress to approve an 
emergency weapons sale 
to Israel. Blinken made a 
similar decision on Dec. 9 
to approve the sale to Isra-
el of nearly 14,000 rounds 
of tank ammunition worth 
more than $106 million.

Risk of famine
The war and lack of sup-
plies have left 40% of 
Gazans at risk of famine, 
the Gaza director of the UN 
agency for Palestinian ref-
ugees said on social media 
on Saturday.
Israel blockaded most food, 
fuel and medicine after the 
Oct. 7 attack. It said on Sun-
day it was ready to let ships 
from some Western coun-
tries deliver aid directly to 
Gaza’s shores after security 
checks in Cyprus.
Gemma Connell, an official 
with the UN humanitari-
an agency OCHA who has 
been working in Gaza, said 
tens of thousands of people 
fleeing to Rafah had been 
through attacks and bom-
bardment and had arrived 
often with no possessions 
or anywhere to sleep.
“I just am so fearful that 

the amount of deaths that 
we’ve been seeing is going 
to increase exponentially 
both because of this re-
newed offensive but also 
because of these conditions 
which are literally unbe-
lievable,” she said.
With Israeli forces expand-
ing their ground offensive 
this week, tens of thou-
sands more Palestinians 
streamed into the already 
crowded city of Rafah at the 
southernmost end of Gaza.
Thousands of tents and 
makeshift shacks have 
sprung up on Rafah’s out-
skirts next to UN ware-
houses. Displaced people 
arrived in Rafah on foot 
or on trucks and carts 
piled high with mattress-
es. Those who did not find 
space in overwhelmed 
shelters pitched tents on 
roadsides.
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Leader of Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei (L) speaks 
in a meeting in Tehran on 
December 31, 2023, with the 
family of the assassinated 
Iranian commander, 
Lieutenant General Qassem 
Soleimani.
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