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Developments

Iranians access to health services 
has increased: Minister

Developments

A top official with the Iran Med-
ical Council has announced 
that a clear separation must be 
made between education and 
employment within the medical 
assistant course. The current 
distinction between the two is 
uncertain and ambiguous.
Mahmoud Fazel raised concerns 
about the residency period, 
questioning why individuals in 
residency are considered stu-
dents when they are required to 
work full-time, ISNA reported. 
He argued that the blurred line 
between residency as a job or a 
student course deprives medical 
assistants of job and educational 
benefits. 
“Despite the legislator’s obli-
gation to prioritize knowledge 

and skill acquisition, the cur-
rent medical residency period 
is exceptionally challenging and 
incomparable to similar cases,” 
he said.
Fazel identified four main con-

cerns troubling residents: liveli-
hood, job security, work difficul-
ties, and an uncertain future. He 
emphasized that the distorted 
occupational and educational 
boundary negatively impacts 

residents’ well-being.
“While the residency program 
aims to equip general practi-
tioners with necessary skills, 
it fails to adequately address 
the violation of residents’ basic 
rights,” he said and called upon 
those involved in the health sys-
tem and the parliament to pay 
attention to the demands of res-
idents.
Fazel further stressed that 
during the residency education 
period, the responsibility should 
not solely rest on the residents 
but should be implemented 
through appropriate degrees 
and methods. The Medical Coun-
cil should also play a role in this 
regard. 
According to Fazel, although the 
Ministry of Health has drafted 
regulations, they have not been 

approved by the residents after 
trial and error, and they lack the 
necessary efficiency and effec-
tiveness. Therefore, he urged the 
urgent formation of a cross-de-
partmental working group to 
investigate the problems faced 
by residents.
Regarding the explicit position 
on the residency period, the 
health official stated that their 
stance is to clarify the distorted 
boundary between education 
and employment for residents. 
However, achieving this requires 
joint meetings among responsi-
ble entities. 
“Striking a balance between 
job considerations and profes-
sional residency is crucial, as 
disregarding education entirely 
would be detrimental. Ultimate-
ly, the goal is to nurture knowl-

edgeable, skilled, and committed 
doctors within the educational 
and treatment team.”
Fazel emphasized that residents 
should receive the highest pos-
sible level of livelihood benefits, 
and welfare, and have no men-
tal worries about their future. 
He called upon the Ministry of 
Health, the Ministry of Coopera-
tives, Labor, and Social Welfare, 
and the Health Commission of 
the parliament to consider the 
limits of residents’ duties. 
“The aim is to create an environ-
ment where residents can solely 
focus on education. He empha-
sized that these doctors are the 
future of healthcare, and if their 
concerns are not addressed and 
the quality of their education 
compromised, society as a whole 
will suffer.”

Following the mission of Ali Sala-
jegheh, vice president and head of 
Iran’s Department of the Environ-
ment (DoE), to the deputy of Ma-
rine Environment and Wetlands 
of the DoE regarding the study 
of the causes of low rainfall in re-
cent years in the country, the first 
scientific seminar on the topic of 
“The Role of Possible Regional In-
terventions in the Country’s Rain-
fall Changes” will be organized by 
the Environmental Research Insti-
tute with the presence of experts 
in this field.
The head of the DoE, recognizing 
the sensitivity of public opinion 
regarding climate change and low 
annual rainfall, and the serious 
need for research activities and 
specialized investigations in this 
field, requested Mojtaba Zoljoodi, 
deputy of Marine Environment 
and Wetlands of the DoE, who 
has extensive records in the field 

of meteorology, to investigate the 
causes of low rainfall in the re-
cent year in cooperation with the 
National Climate Change Center 
and the Environmental Research 
Institute in a comprehensive and 
specialized study.
In late December, the image of 
a road leading to the heart of a 
mountain that was partly dry and 
partly covered with snow raised 
questions among the public about 
the difference in rainfall between 
Iran and Turkey. Many Iranian 
users online asked: “Why does it 
snow in Turkey but not in Iran?”
On December 27, the head of the 
DoE stated in a gathering of jour-
nalists regarding the claim of the 
disappearance of rain clouds over 
Lake Urmia: “We have tasked the 
scientific authority on climate 
change in the country and the 
Environmental Research Institute 
with examining the issues related 
to climate change and its conse-
quences within a two-week peri-

od. What has been raised in the 
Urmia Lake debate should also be 
investigated.”
Salajegheh emphasized that ev-
ery country uses special scien-
tific methods based on climate 
change, and the average rainfall 
in neighboring countries has 
also decreased compared to the 
long-term average, indicating 

their great impact from climate 
change.
“However, the disappearance of 
the rainy air front over Lake Ur-
mia requires a scientific investi-
gation to determine whether the 
methane gas produced there or 
the increase in temperature has 
an effect or not. Work is being 
done on these issues,” he said.

Medical residents: students or staffers?

Scientific seminar to discuss role of 
interventions in country’s rainfall

In the last two years, 5,000 
health-oriented products have 
been produced in Iran, with 
more than 3,000 products enter-
ing the market, announced the 
Minister of Health, Treatment, 
and Medical Education.
Bahram Einollahi stated on 
Sunday at the gathering of the 
country’s top researchers, held 
at Tehran University of Medical 
Sciences, that 126 outstanding 
projects were selected and re-
ceived financial support, IRNA 
reported. 
“The goal of supporting re-
search, especially in the field of 
medicine, is to streamline pro-
cesses, and the Food and Drug 
Administration should delegate 
authority to parent universities 
of medical sciences, such as Shi-
raz, Tabriz, and Mazandaran, to 
expedite administrative proce-
dures,” Einollahi said.
Referring to the preparation of 
a comprehensive scientific re-
search map in the country, the 
Minister of Health highlighted 
the need to transform innova-
tive ideas into products and 

increase the number of accel-
erator centers with the help of 
public support.
Einollahi pointed out that peo-
ple’s access to health services 
has increased, and the ministry’s 
goal is to establish an advanced 
and modern health system. 
“Justice and excellence were 
prioritized in the health sector 
during the current administra-
tion,” he said.
Highlighting the growth of med-
ical research in the past two 
years, Einollahi mentioned that 
during this period, 16,000 hos-
pital beds were added to health 
centers, 2,000 health centers 
were established, 280 advanced 
devices were installed in un-
derserved areas, and electronic 
health records have been im-
plemented in over 90 percent 
of cases.
He announced the implemen-
tation of the advanced family 
health plan in 10 provinces and 
a 75 percent growth in health 
benefactors. Einollahi stated, 
“We encourage people to invest 
in [health sector’s] product pro-
duction.”
Einollahi  further empha-

sized the need to dynamically 
progress towards third and 
fourth-generation universities. 
He highlighted that there are 
currently 22,000 academic staff 
members, with 48 percent of 
them being women, indicating 
positive indicators of the coun-
try’s scientific growth and de-
velopment.
Recognizing the existing infra-
structure in the country’s health 
sector, Einollahi called for schol-
arly research and the availability 
of scientific information across 
various fields in laboratory and 
library environments.
The Minister of Health further 
emphasized the responsibility 
of medical sciences university 
presidents to keep scientific 
resources and information up-
to-date. He stressed the impor-
tance of having comprehensive 
information available in all 
fields and suggested the use of 
search engines to facilitate ac-
cess.
Einollahi stated, “Idea gener-
ation and critical thinking are 
the two main components of a 
researcher. It is necessary to es-
tablish think tanks in research 

centers and create an idea 
bank.”
Regarding research methods, 
Einollahi highlighted the im-
portance of ensuring validi-
ty. He stated that researchers 
should scientifically document 
proposed methods, and it is the 
duty of the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration to approve these 

ideas.
Einollahi further emphasized 
the significance of creativity 
and innovation, stating that the 
country’s 850 research centers 
should prioritize ideation and 
conduct research based on soci-
etal needs.
“In the field of research, agile 
and proactive organizations are 

needed, and the involvement of 
interested students in research 
centers is crucial,” he said.
The meeting concluded with 
the recognition of top medical 
sciences researchers, and the 
unveiling of two key pharma-
ceutical ingredients, including 
an anti-rheumatic and plate-
let-reducing agent.
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Hazrat-e Mahdi (PBUH) Smart Hospital was inaugurated in Tehran on October 12, 2023, with the presence of President Raisi (L) 
and Health Minister Einollahi (C).
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