Iran Daily ~ Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2024 Iranica

Home

Narcissus flower cultivation in
Mazandaran Province is opportunity for growth

( Iranica Desk )

The delightful scent of narcissus, also
known as the flower of the cold season,
is currently filling the air in various cities
across Mazandaran Province. The
cultivation of this beautiful
and fragrant flower has expe-
riencedasignificantincrease
in recent years, with its cul-
tivation area expanding an-
nually.
It is a traditional view that
products like narcissus can
only be sold in street markets
and flower shops and do
not contribute to job
creation or income.
This mindset has hin-
dered the development
of agricultural and hor-
ticultural products in
Mazandaran Province for
years, preventing valu-
able opportunities from
reaching their full potential in
theregional economy, IRNAwrote.
The recent Narcissus Flower Festi-

valin Kord Kolavillage of Juybar received
a positive response from the public and
officials. Producers displayed and sold
bunches of narcissiatthe festival, attract-
ing both flower enthusiasts and those
interested in purchasing narcissus bulbs.
However, the lack of processing indus-
tries and potential products derived from
this flowerwasalso apparent.

Governor of Mazandaran, Seyyed Mah-
moud Hosseini Pour,emphasized the need
for producers to establish cooperative
units and collaborate more closely with
the Ministry of Agriculture. This would
create opportunities for state support in
the areas of export, marketing, and pro-
cessing, enablingthe industryto thrive.
The city of Juybar serves as the main hub
for narcissus production and has been
hosting the Narcissus Festival for several
years.Itboasts the largest area under nar-
cissus cultivation in the province, with ap-
proximately 66 hectares out of 100 hect-
aresofnarcissus gardensin Mazandaran.
Babak Momeni, the head of the Agri-
cultural Organization of Mazandaran
Province, highlighted the significance of
narcissus production for the economy of
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Mazandaran Province from two perspec-
tives. He believes that, on one hand, the
narcissus flower has the potential to gen-
erateincome and boosttheregion’secon-
omy; onthe otherhand, the novelty of this
activity presents a suitable opportunity
fortargeted developmentand direction.
Momeni also referred to the challenges
in such production opportunities
in Mazandaran Province, stating ‘w
that the process involves culti- e
vation followed by marketing, \

and in the best-case scenario,
the productis sold on the streets
and in flower shops. However, a
sudden price drop often occurs af-
ter a while, leading to the product
beingforgotten until the nextyear.
Discussing ways to make the econ-
omy of narcissus cultivation in
Mazandaran Province flourish, he
emphasized the importance of farmers
considering producing narcissus flowers.
He highlighted the potential for increas-
ing agricultural income by integrating the
production of narcissus flower bulbs into
the croprotation ofriceand wheat, provid-
edthatthe processishandled correctly.
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Situated at an elevation of ap-
proximately 2,300 meters to
2,700 meters above sea level,
nestled on a mountain, is the
magnificent castle of Abyaneh
village. This village, located in
Isfahan Province, is a respect-
able neighbor of Kashan and
is known for its unique red-
stepped homes and mud-brick
lanes.Itistrulyasighttobehold
and leaves a lasting impression
onanyone who visits.

Abyaneh village holds a special
place in the hearts of Iranians,
as it is considered a must-see
destination in all of Iran. The
village is often referred to as

‘thered emerald of Iran, thanks
to its stunning reddish hues
that adorn every corner. Walk-
ingthroughthevillage feelslike
stepping back in time, with its
old homes, elderly residents,
and vibrant gardens that are
bursting with colors amidst the
desertbackdrop.

The architecture of Abyaneh
village is a true testament to
its rich history. The red clay
homes, mud-brick buildings
and mosque create a mesmer-
izing blend of past and pres-
ent. To delve deeper into the
village’s heritage, a visit to the
Abyaneh Anthropology Mu-

seum is highly recommended.
Here, traditional items, attire,
textiles, and weaving equip-
mentare showcased, providing
valuable insights into the local
culture.

One of the highlights of visit-
ing Abyaneh village is inter-
acting with the friendly locals.
As you stroll through the pic-
turesque town, you will come
across warm greetings from
the villagers, dressed in their
traditional garb, who often sell
their products. Their dedica-
tionto preserving customs and
language, which still contains
words from the Parthian era,

is truly remarkable. However,
it is always polite to seek their
permission before taking pho-
tographs.

In addition to immersing your-
selfinthe village’s charm, there
areseveralactivitiestoenhance
your visit. Explore the historic
fire temple, Harpaak, known
for its architectural style. Make
sure to visit the Jaame (Grand)
Mosque, which dates back
to the eleventh century and
boasts a magnificent walnut
wood-carved mihrab adorned
with floral patterns and callig-
raphy. A leisurely stroll to the
opposite bank of the river be-

neath the village offers breath-
taking views of the homes and
landscape.

Abyaneh village welcomes visi-
tors throughout the year due to
itstemperate climate. However,
spring, especially the month of
May, is considered the besttime
to visit. The scenery is breath-
taking, and you can witness
the Rosewater Festival held in
Kashan, which is renowned for
its souvenirs. The air is fresh
and cool during this season,
making it even more enjoyable
to explore the village.

Located on the northwest
slopesofthe Karkas Mountains,
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Abyanehvillage is conveniently
located along Iran’s traditional
tourist route. Its proximity and
accessibility make it an ideal
destination for a half- or full-
day visit. The village’s archi-
tecture, ethereal beauty, and
welcoming community make
it an unforgettable experience
for travelers from around the
world.

As you embark onyourjourney
through Abyaneh village, be
prepared to be captivated by
its rich history, stunning archi-
tecture, warm hospitality, and
the magical dance of colors that
bringthisancientvillage tolife.



