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In Memory of a Hero 

The issue that continues to raise questions 
for many pertains to the sudden transfor-
mation of Gen. Soleimani from an enigmat-
ic figure, who deliberately maintained a 
sense of anonymity for an extended period, 
into a widely known personality. 
Morteza Mahmoudvand, a member of the 
Parliament’s National Security and For-
eign Policy Committee (NSFPC), who him-
self has a military background, shed light 
on this matter in an interview with Iran 
Daily. 
Mahmoudvand said that despite his ex-
traordinary stature, Gen. Soleimani hum-
bly identified himself as a “soldier” of the 
nation. 
“There are numerous soldiers akin to 
Gen. Soleimani whose identities remain 
unknown to the masses. The exposure of 
Gen. Soleimani to the public and the inter-
national community can be attributed to 
the delicate regional political and security 
landscape, particularly the Arab Spring 
and the ensuing military conflicts in Syria 
and Iraq. These circumstances required 
the appearance of Gen. Soleimani’s image 
in the media,” the lawmaker said.
“It was during this period that terrorist 

groups and military forces from both the 
East and West infiltrated the region, wag-
ing a large-scale war. Given Gen. Soleima-
ni’s versatile prowess, encompassing both 
military genius and diplomatic finesse, his 
involvement in diplomacy became imper-
ative. Consequently, his presence in front 
of cameras became indispensable,” he add-
ed.
Regarding Soleimani’s popularity in Iraq 
and other countries, Mahmoudvand ex-
pounded on the crucial factor that set him 
apart in the eyes of free-thinking nations. 
“Gen. Soleimani’s compassionate and be-
nevolent manner toward various social 
strata played a key role. For instance, when 
ISIS subjected Yazidi women, children, and 
girls to physical and sexual violence in Iraqi 
Kurdistan, Gen. Soleimani, despite the ab-
sence of a historical connection between 
Islam and the Yazidi religion, empathet-
ically responded by shedding tears and 
providing immediate assistance. This re-
markable display of humanity epitomized 
his character.”
Mahmoudvand pointed to the efforts of 
Gen. Soleimani’s adversaries, both domes-
tic and foreign, to tarnish his image even 

after his assassination. “The enemies, rec-
ognizing the significance of a national hero 
to a nation’s strength, seek to exploit his 
legacy for their own gain, thereby distort-
ing Gen. Soleimani’s personality.”
He dismissed the notion that Gen. Soleima-
ni’s military services solely benefited the 
Resistance Front and Iran. The legislator 
emphasized how the top general played a 
pivotal role in countering ISIS. 
“Long before its ultimate defeat, Gen. Solei-
mani relentlessly combated the ISIS reign 
of terror, thwarting their terrorist acts in 
multiple European countries. In doing so, 
he rendered an invaluable service to the 
global community including European na-
tions,” the lawmaker said. 
When questioned about the Western 
powers’ inability to eradicate ISIS inde-
pendently, Mahmoudvand responded by 
highlighting their inabilities. 
“Despite the collective efforts of the Unit-
ed States, the entire Western world, and 
even assistance from the Eastern Bloc 
and Russia, they failed to move forward. It 
was a military branch of our armed forces 
that brought the terrorists to their knees,” 
he said. 

Western powers were never lacking 
in military equipment but, ultimately, 
courage was the decisive factor on the 
battlefield. It is through courage that 
weapons are effectively employed. 

The distinguishing characteristic of the 
Iranian armed forces lies in their gallant-
ry, as exemplified during the Iraqi war 
against Iran in the 1980s. 
“Iran has numerous soldiers similar 

to Gen. Soleimani and, thus, his ab-
sence has not caused any disruption 
to the authority and security within 
the Islamic Republic,” Mahmoudvand 
said. 
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Lieutenant General Qassem 
Soleimani, the former com-
mander of the Quds Force and 
the primary administrator of the 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps’ 
military operations abroad, is a 
prominent figure on the global 
stage. He led the operation to 
liberate Al-Bukamal city in Syria, 
the last stronghold of ISIS, which 
marked the decisive blow to the 
terror group, effectively ending 
its rule.
Today, it is rare to find people in 
the international community 
who are unfamiliar with the 
name of Gen. Soleimani. His 
valor and bravery in combating 
terrorist groups, particularly his 
pivotal role in uprooting ISIS and 
other extremist factions, have 
garnered widespread recogni-
tion and admiration.
Within Iran and the countries 
comprising the Resistance Front, 
the esteemed commander of the 
IRGC enjoys immense popularity. 
His standing among high-rank-
ing officials and the Iranian 
people is so profound that the 
indelible image of tears shed by 
Iran’s Leader Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei while praying over 
Gen. Soleimani’s body, followed 
by million-strong funerals held 
for him across Iran, remains 
etched in memory.
Conversely, Gen. Soleimani has 
left an ineffaceable mark on ter-
rorist groups and their support-
ers in the region, including the 
occupied territories of Palestine. 
His unparalleled fearlessness 
and indomitable spirit in bat-
tling extremist organizations 
continue to evoke trepidation 
among their supporters. Even 
after his assassination at the 
hands of the United States, 
depictions of Soleimani are met 
with intolerance by some of his 
opponents in political arenas 
and even sporting events.
Despite being one of Iran’s 
senior military commanders and 
overseeing major operations 
on the international stage, Gen. 
Soleimani’s face and name 
remained unknown to many 
within Iran for a considerable 
period. Consequently, he was 
often referred to as the “Shadow 
Commander” in Western media.
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A leading figure in diplomacy

Iran’s security is intact after Soleimani’s loss 

Gen. Soleimani: A man of 
battlefield and diplomacy


