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Support for child-Killing

monster to backfire

Global public opinion against
‘monstrosity of century’

SN EY Ao g AA= Thenumberof casualtiesamongthe people of Gaza asaresult of the Israeliregime’s aerialand
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ground attacks has exceeded 21,000. In recent days, avideo has been circulated on social media
featuringan Israelisoldier presentin Gaza, revealingthe peak of Israel’s brutality. He shame-

lessly admits to killinga12-year-old girl, stating, “We search for children to target, but there are no more children left!” Perhaps
the most poignantorauthenticexpression of Israel’sactionsin Gaza has been articulated by Francesca Albanese, a UN Special

Rapporteuron Palestinian Affairs. Accordingto her,what Israelis doingto the Palestinians, especially in Gaza, is “the monstros-
ity of ourcentury”. Israel’s nature overthe past 70 years has, to some extent, become intertwined with this barbarism.

The historical oppression of Palestinians by
Israel is not a new phenomenon, although
in the Gaza war this oppression and atroc-
ity have reached their zenith. However,
amid this, two noteworthy phenomena have
emerged thathave both contributed to abet-
ter understanding of the nature of the Israeli
regime for the global public and led to aston-
ishmentand indignation worldwide.
Whathasaidedintherevelation ofthe Israeli
regime’s nature is the role played by unof-
ficial media during the Gaza war, breaking
the monopoly of information and analysis.
Official media outlets are predominantly
supportive of Zionism, and the voice of Pal-
estinian victims was either lost or minimally
heard within this Western media empire that
supports Israel. Now, with the help of social
networks, thismonopolyhasbeen shattered,
and the global public has witnessed images
of the inhumane actions of Israelis against
the people of Palestine and Gaza without the
usual censorship seenin official media.
Simultaneously, what has caused global as-
tonishment is the indifference and silence
of Western governments in the face of this
magnitude of crimes committed by a regime
against its people. These crimes, without a
doubt, include acts that leave no room for
doubt, such as “genocide” and “war crimes”.
This indifference, silence, and even support
from mostly Western governments for Israel
have undermined international institutions
such as the United Nations, as efforts to pass

a cease-fire resolution in the UN Security
Council have so far yielded noresults. There-
fore, we are now faced with global astonish-
ment in the face of significant silence from
many world governments regarding the war
crimes ofthe Israeliregime.

Although, by the prevailing international
system, these governments play a funda-
mental role, during more than three months
of Israeli attacks on Gaza, non-state actors
or unofficial players have proven to be influ-
ential. It seems that the effects of the roles
played by these unofficial actors will grad-
ually become more apparent in the future.
Among the most prominent examples of the
role of these non-state actors are the large-
scale protests worldwide, especially in West-
ern countries, expressing solidarity with the
plight of the Palestinians and condemning
Israeliatrocities.

These protests, especially in Western coun-
tries, presented a clear contrast between the
official positions of governments and politi-
cians and the sentiments of the general pub-
lic. In fact, Palestine and Israel have now be-
comeacentraland debatableissuein Western
countries, revealingasignificantgap between
governments and their people. Now, a much
larger number of people in Western coun-
tries, especially in the United States, openly
question why their taxes should be spent sup-
porting Israeli crimes against the Palestinian
people. These questions, and the serious am-
biguities created about Western claims such

as human rights values, may further widen
the gap between governments and nations
and manifest their resultsin elections and the
broadeningof protests.

From this perspective, a recent survey at
Harvard University in the United States is
noteworthy. The results of this survey con-
firm the claim that global public opinion,
especially in the West and the United States,
opposes their governments’ supportive po-
sitions toward Israel. According to this sur-
vey, 51% of American youths (18 to 24 years
old) demand the end of the Israeli regime
and the establishment of a Palestinian gov-
ernment. Moreover, over 60% of American
youths, contrary to the explicit positions of
their governments, have emphasized that
the October 7 Hamas attack on occupied
lands was aresponse to Palestinian dissatis-
faction with Israel.

If such surveys were conducted in other
Western countries such as the UK, France,
Canada, Germany, etc., it is not far-fetched
to think that the results would be similar to
thosein Americaor close to them. This state-
ment reflects the reality that global public
opinion and the governments supporting
Israel follow very different paths. While
governments, due to political and party in-
terests, remain silent about the atrocities of
the century, people are not indifferent. No
rational and sane person can associate with
the child killing monster in the uniform of an
Israelisoldier.

War on Gaza

US, Israel running
out of options
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It has been over two months since the commencement of Is-
raeli aggression on Gaza following Hamas’s surprise attack
on southern Israel. Continuous Israeli bombings and ground
offensives have turned Gaza into ruins, resulting in the mar-
tyrdom of nearly 22,000 Palestinians, over a third of whom
are children. The Israeli war on Gaza can now be considered
one of the world’s worst genocides, which is surprising, to
say the least, since Jews have been victims of genocide them-
selves.

The declared objective of the Israeli offensive was not merely
to end Hamas’s control over Gaza, but to wipe it off the map
completely. However, two months later, Hamas is very much
alive, and its popularity has risen among Arab youths. Since
dayone, defenseanalysts questioned Israel’s self-proclaimed
goal ofeliminating Hamas.

To make the matters more complicated, Yemen’s Houthis
(Ansarullah) hassinceresponded to Israeliatrocitiesin Gaza,
showcasing Muslim and human solidarity. Despite beingare-
sistance group with limited military power, Ansarullah’s ac-
tionshave drawntheire ofthe United Statesand itsally Israel.
The USisrallyingits European allies to address Yemen'’s mili-
taryattacksand simultaneously exertingintense pressure on
therulersofSaudi Arabiaand the United Arab Emiratestouse
force against Yemen. However, any steps taken by these two
countries against Yemen could lead to internal turmoil, as it
would be contrary to the aspirations of the Islamic Ummah.
American diplomats stationed in Arab countries have con-
veyed to Washington that Arab youths are extremely agitat-
ed over the Palestinian massacre caused by Israeli bombings
in Gaza. Arab governments, refraining from vilifying Hamas
as they did in the early days of the war, are now faced with
the challenge of navigating their ties. Saudi Arabia’s desire to
normalize ties with [srael has been undermined by Hamas in
particular.

Israel has yet to achieve its goal of eliminating Hamas, and
its economic losses are irreparable. The United States, hesi-
tant to intervene in the Red Sea single-handedly, has formed
amaritime task force with its allied countries. Yet, Yemen has
issued awarningto countries involved in the formation of the
US-led maritime task force, urging them to refrain from using
forceinthe Red Sea. Yemen explicitly stated thatitwould only
block the passage of commercial ships bound for Israel, while
keepingthe commercial searoute open for othernations.
The Defense Minister of the Houthi government Major Gener-
al Mohammad al-Atifi declared on Monday that they possess
anabundance of weapons capable of sinking enemy warships,
submarines, and aircraft carriers. It is expected that Turkey
will take practical steps taken against Israel as well, since it can
disruptgasflowthroughthe oil pipeline thatconnects Azerbai-
jantolsrael, making Tel Avivvulnerabletoacrisis.

As Israel’s options dwindle and the bloodshed in Palestine
ignitesglobal outrage, the USfaces notonly the anger of Arabs
and Muslims but also discontent from the people of Europe
and America.

REUTERS




