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Breach of Sovereignty

The determination marks a signifi-
cant geopolitical shift, as the initial 
collective effort apparently to ad-
dress security concerns and stabi-
lize the region has not substantially 
reduced tensions.
The ongoing conflicts between Iraqi 
militia and US troops, along with the 
persistent attacks or assassinations 
by the United States within Iraq’s 
territory targeting individuals of ex-
ternal origins as well as Iraqi nation-
als and sites, are fueling tensions 
and hindering the desired stability.
It has been more than 20 years since 
the United States invaded Iraq under 
the alleged claim that the country 
possessed weapons of mass de-
struction (WMD).
The 2003 invasion set in motion 
the American war machine in the 
country and the wider Middle East 
region. The protracted aggression 
extended to 2011, causing heavy 
casualties with some estimates 
putting the death toll at 1,033,000 
deaths – a clear indication of the 
harm inflicted upon Iraq.
The rationale for the Iraq War faced 
heavy criticism both domestically 
and internationally. Kofi Annan, 
then the secretary-general of the 
United Nations, called the invasion 
illegal under international law, as it 
violated the UN Charter. The inva-
sion was justified on the grounds of 
eliminating perceived threats, such 
as WMD. However, the prolonged 
military campaign sparked de-
bates about its effectiveness, Iraq’s 
sovereignty, and the broader rami-
fications for the region. Under for-
mer president Barack Obama, US 
troops were officially withdrawn 
in 2011.
The Daesh terrorist group began 
a brutal terror campaign in 2014, 
overrunning vast swathes of Iraq in 
lightning attacks. The United States 
became reinvolved in 2014 leading a 
new Western coalition.  
The war against Daesh in Iraq, which 

is considered a domino effect of the 
invasion and occupation, caused at 
least 155,000 deaths and internal-
ly displaced more than 3.3 million 
Iraqis until 2017. 
Furthermore, while the United 
States led the coalition intending to 
combat terrorism and promote sta-
bility, certain American politicians, 
both from the Democratic and Re-
publican parties, have emphasized 
the US role in the establishment of 
the Daesh terrorist group. Back 
in August 2016, Donald Trump, 
then-Republican presidential nomi-
nee, stated that Daesh was honoring 

Obama as “He’s the founder of ISIS 
(Daesh).”
“I would say the co-founder would 
be ‘Crooked’ Hillary Clinton,” he has-
tened to add.
Also back in March 2023, Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr., an American politician, 
environmental lawyer, and activ-
ist, said that the US created Daesh, 
blaming Washington for crimes per-
petrated by the terrorist group and 
the influx of millions of refugees to 
Europe. “The police are corrupt. We 
created ISIS. We drove two million 
refugees up into Europe,” he said 
then.

Eventually, Iraq declared victory 
over the terrorist group in Decem-
ber 2017 following a three-year 
counter-terrorism military cam-
paign in which the Popular Mobili-
zation Forces (known in Arabic as Hashd 
al-Sha’abi) – assisted by Iranian mili-
tary advisers – played a major role.
However still, Daesh’s remnants 
keep staging sporadic attacks across 
Iraq and Syria while they have been 
increasingly active in Afghanistan in 
the past years, especially since the 
US “irresponsible” withdrawal of 
forces from the war-torn country in 
2021.

The US currently maintains 2,500 
troops in Iraq on a mission it says ad-
vises and assists local forces trying 
to prevent a resurgence of Daesh. 
However, the Iraqi government now 
requests the departure of these sol-
diers.
In recent weeks, Sudani has consis-
tently voiced his desire for foreign 
troops to leave Iraq. His main ratio-
nale is the confidence in his coun-
try’s ability to handle the situation 
effectively.
“We stress our firm position in end-
ing the existence of the international 
coalition after the justifications for 
its existence have ended,” he said, 
pointing to “the presence of capable 
Iraqi forces”.   
Sudani’s statement on Friday came 
on the heels of a US strike that killed 
a militia leader in Baghdad, prompt-
ing anger among groups calling for 
the government to terminate the 
coalition presence in Iraq. Accord-
ing to the Pentagon, the US military 
launched the strike on Thursday 
in retaliation for recent attacks on 
US military forces. The Pentagon 
declined to respond to Iraqi gov-
ernment comments suggesting the 
slain commander was part of its se-
curity forces, which include formal, 
legitimate institutions like the po-
lice and the army.
Now, the question arises whether 
the US will give in to the host coun-
try’s demand to withdraw or adhere 
to its established nature of “invasion 
and occupation”. In 2020, the Iraqi 
Parliament voted to expel American 
forces in the wake of the US assas-
sination of Iran’s General Qassem 
Soleimani as well as Iraq’s top mo-
bilization commander Abu Mahdi 
al-Muhandis outside Bagdad’s air-
port. The bold move was given the 
cold shoulder by Trump who once 
again revealed US true colors in 
longing occupation by saying “It isn’t 
the right time for the US to pull out 
of Iraq.”

US Army soldiers are seen 
at an airbase northwest of 
Kirkuk in northern Iraq in 
March, 2021.
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A US soldier aims his 
weapon at a man 
who had just been 
shot in the neck in 
Mosul, Iraq on July 
23, 2003.

 AP 

Iran Daily  Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2024

Zohreh Qanadi
Staff writer

Iraq’s government is taking decisive 
steps to “put an end” to the presence of 
soldiers from a US-led coalition against 
Daesh in the country, amid heightened 

tensions. Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani announced the decision 
on Friday after a US strike in the capital Baghdad killed an Iraqi commander.

No justification left for  
US military presence in Iraq


