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The head of the Iran-Tajiki-
stan Parliamentary Friend-
ship Group believes that 
despite the tripling of the 
bilateral trade in two years, 
the two countries are still 
far from the ideal in the 
field of developing econom-
ic relations.
Talking to Iran Daily, Jalil 
Rahimi Jahanabadi added 
that the volume of trade 
between the two countries 
will top $300 million by the 
end of the current Iranian 
year (March 19, 2024). 
“During the first visit of 
President Ebrahim Raisi to 
Tajikistan, the presidents 
set an annual trade target 
of $500 million, which we 
hope will be realized with-
in a period of one to two 
years,” the lawmaker said.
The Iranian and Tajik par-
liaments on Monday signed 
a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) on expand-
ing cooperation between 
the two legislative bodies.
The MoU was signed by 
Iranian Parliament Speaker 
Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf 
and visiting Chairman of the 
National Assembly of Tajiki-
stan Rustam Emomali in the 
Iranian capital of Tehran.
Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi, who met Emomali 

later in the day, said the 
expansion of bilateral par-
liamentary cooperation is 
important and serves as a 
backing for the two coun-
tries’ political and econom-
ic collaborations, according 
to a statement published on 
the website of Raisi’s office.
The president also high-
lighted bilateral coopera-
tion in other fields, espe-
cially in fighting terrorism, 
organized crime, and drug 
trafficking.
Emomali, for his part, 
pointed to the surging 
trade volume between the 
two sides in the past two 
years, stressing that in-
security in the region is a 
common concern of Tajik-
istan and Iran as well as a 
threat to bilateral trade co-
operation.
Raisi’s first visit to Tajiki-
stan, which took place in 
2021, was considered a 
turning point in the devel-
opment of relations be-
tween the two countries, 
said the MP, noting that the 
growth that was achieved 
in the development of 
relations between the 
two countries are due 
to the visits of the of-
ficials of the two coun-
tries to Tehran and 
Dushanbe.
During his first visit to 
Tajikistan, Raisi met 
with his Tajik counter-

part, Emomali Rahmon, in 
Dushanbe, on September 
18, 2021. 
The Iranian president called 
for Iran and Tajikistan to ex-
pand their relations, saying 
this will pave the way for 
regional cooperation.
Speaking during a meeting 
with his Tajik counterpart 
Emomali Rahmon in Du-
shanbe, Raisi stressed that 
Iran and Tajikistan enjoy 
ample capacities to expand 
bilateral relations. 
“Deepening and strength-
ening bilateral relations will 
also serve to enhance re-
gional cooperation,” he said. 
Raisi said through regu-
lar meetings and bilater-
al talks, Iranian and Tajik 
officials should establish 
stable and comprehensive 
relations between the two 
Persian-speaking countries 
and make it a model at the 
regional level. 
Raisi’s visit to Dushanbe 
culminated in Iran being 
accepted as a full member 
of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) after 

waiting for years as an ob-
server to join the Eurasian 
political, economic and se-
curity alliance.
The accession marks Pres-
ident Raisi’s first achieve-
ment in office, coming on 
the back of his visit to a 
country which opposed 
Iran’s SCO membership be-
fore.
Referring to joint projects 
implemented by Iranian 
experts in Tajikistan, Rah-
mon said, “The friendship 
and love that exist between 
the two countries’ people 
and governments provide a 
proper ground for enhanc-
ing the level of cooperation.”
During the meeting, the two 
sides pointed to their com-
mon religion, culture and 
language and expressed 
hope that the endeavors of 
Iranian and Tajik officials 
will open a new chapter in 
economic, cultural and po-
litical cooperation.
After the meeting, the Ira-
nian and Tajik delegations 
signed six MoUs, an agree-
ment and a technical proto-

col on customs cooperation.
The next meeting between 
the presidents of Iran and 
Tajikistan dates back to Sep-
tember 2023, which took 
place during the presence of 
world leaders in New York 
to participate in the 78th 
General Assembly of the 
United Nations, as the pres-
idents of the two countries 
agreed to use the capacity of 
the Iran-Tajikistan Joint Eco-
nomic Commission to raise 
the level of trade.
Raisi also left for Dushanbe 
on November 8, 2023 on a 
one-day trip to participate 
in the meeting of the Joint 
Chamber of Commerce of 
Iran and Tajikistan. During 
the trip, 18 cooperation 
documents and a memo-
randum of understanding 
were signed between the 
two sides.
Referring to pacts signed 
by Iran and Tajikistan, Ra-
himi Jahanabadi said some 
of the agreements were in 
the field of development of 
transportation, which we 
are following up on, includ-

ing increasing the number 
of flights between Tehran 
and Dushanbe, as well as 
the development of rail con-
nections.
Referring to the Tajiks’ need 
to have access to the high 
seas, the MP noted that we 
in the Iran-Tajikistan Parlia-
mentary Friendship Group 
suggested that the land-
locked state can use Cha-
bahar port to get access to 
international markets.
“Currently, many Iranian 
banks and companies are 
active in the Central Asian 
country, including in the 
field of tractor manufac-
turing, tunnel construction, 
dams and power plants, as 
we are trying to solve their 
problems and facilitate their 
businesses.”
In my opinion, the improve-
ment of economic relations 
between the two countries 
indicates the improvement 
of friendship between the 
two nations, he concluded.

Iran-Tajikistan trade triples: 
Lawmaker

INSTC is pivot 
for realizing 
Iran’s 
sea-based 
economy 
goals: PMO

The director general of 
Iran’s Ports and Maritime 
Organization (PMO) for 
Transit & Logistics Affairs 
said the International 
North-South Transport 
Corridor (INSTC) is the pivot 
for realizing the objectives 
of the country’s sea-based 
economy.
Khosro Saraei pointed to 
the special emphasis of 
the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution on the sea-
based economy and added 
that the high capacities of 
the corridor as well as its 
key role in facilitating re-
gional and international 
trade will be assessed spe-
cifically in a conference on 
“Iran’s Sea-Based Econo-
my,” slated to be held on 
February 12-13, reported 
Tasnim news agency.
He added that the INSTC 
will play a leading role in 
increasing the efficiency 
of multimodal transpor-
tation in the regional and 
extra-regional arenas. 
The official called on re-
sponsible organizations to 
pave the way for increas-
ing both domestic and 
foreign investments in line 
with the realization of the 
sea-based economy objec-
tives.
Pointing to the rail and 
road transportation capac-
ities in the country for the 
materialization of those 
objectives, he added, “With 
the studies conducted in 
this regard, Chabahar port 
is considered a new gate-
way for the development 
of multifaceted services in 
the INSTC.”

Preregistration for Iran Oil Show 
2024 to start in days

Preregistration for the 
28th Iran International 
Oil, Gas, Refining and 
Petrochemical Exhibi-
tion, also known as Iran 
Oil Show 2024, will start 
on January 20 and con-
tinue until January 24, 
announced the Nation-
al Iranian Oil Company 
(NIOC).
According to NIOC, the 
applicants need to pre-
register for the event 
via the preregistration 
system available on its 

website www.iran-oil-
show.ir.
Following a careful study 
of the terms and condi-
tions for participation 
and preregistration, 
the qualified applicants 
having full knowledge of 
the latest requirements, 
changes, and tariffs an-
nounced by the Trade 
Promotion Organiza-
tion of Iran (TPOI) are 
required to submit the 
necessary documents 
via the abovementioned 

website within the five-
day period.
Preregistration is not 
regarded as final regis-
tration. Following inqui-
ry and authentication, 
those applicants, which 
obtain the final approval 
of the Technical Assess-
ment Committee of the 
Exhibition Organizing 
Management, will be 
allocated exhibition 
spaces according to the 
aforesaid terms and con-
ditions.


