Jr

e Special Issue

Wind of Change Blowing

Iran Daily Sunday, Jan. 14, 2024

Gaza Stormms

s has turned the tide

The United States had
established global
dominance withasoft
image andimposing
authority, maintaining

its power by keepinga
distance from others.
Theresistance againstthe dominators was fearless and
uncompromising;itrose and progressed. Operation Al-Agsa
Storm shattered the shining example of America’s prestige
and authority, deliveringirreparable blows to the dynamics
ofthe previous softand hard order. Order and transformation
donothappenspontaneously; they are constructed through
proactive actions. If we do not realize the correct foundation
of principles, goals, and interests through cooperation,
promotion,and dynamic engagement, the wounded
hegemony will actively guide the transformations among
theruinstoward anew order witharenewed language and
explicitgoalsand actions.

Thisarticle comprisesthreesections. Firstly, we will identify the
previousorder,examiningthethoughtsand behaviorsthatgoverned
theworld. Subsequently, by reviewing reactionstothe previous
order,wewill narrate the story ofthe conflict between the dominator,
thedominated, and the disruptor(hegemony, oppression, andresilience).
Then,fromwithinthatunderstanding, we will discuss howtoseize
theopportunitiesofthiserafor proactivearchitecture, finally
warninghowthreatsand negligence mightagainimpose the danger
ofaneworder,justlikeacenturyago.
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OPINION

An Israeli tank burns after it
was hit by Palestinian fighters
infiltrating areas of southern
Israel, at the Israeli side of
Israel-Gaza border, on October
7,2023.
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Hegemonicorder: Ablend of prestige
and authority

The currenthistorical orderisafusion of pres-
tige and authority, coupled with a sense of le-
gitimacy and power. Over the centuries, the
West followed a path characterized by the ex-
pansionist agenda of ruthless colonialism on
onehand, and the other; self-centered ideolog-
ical thoughts. Whenever the balance of pow-
er shifted or a new self-centered ideological
thought emerged, the self-serving spirit of ag-
gression would prevail, imposing dominance
over others. Fatigued from wars and reluctant
reconciliations, self-centeredness would re-
treat, giving rise to a situation called “global
order” through a facade of compromise. Thus,
each era of the order consists of two pillars: a
balance of forces and reconciliation of ideol-
ogies; one providing a necessary common un-
derstanding for accepting soft relations, and
the other ensuring the hard relations to keep
thesituationincheck.

The post-Soviet order aimed for a power that
sought to maintain its stability by keeping a
distance, and subordinates willing to submit,
either willingly or forcibly, driven by the de-
sire for prestige or the fear of authority. Two
world wars and a Cold War shaped the pre-
vailing order: soft prestige with the rhetoric of
democracy, humanrights, freedom, and trade;
and hard authority with demonstrations of
nuclear capabilities, military alliances, politi-
cal coups, and economic treaties. Soft prestige
accommodated ideologies, while hard author-
ity maintained discipline, ensuring that the
dynamics did notspiral outofcontrol. America

envisioned its leadership over the world for
thenexthundred years throughacombination
of freedom rhetoric and the image of a super-
power. In this way, political coups guaranteed
democracy, war crimes ensured human rights,
and economic sanctions safeguarded free
trade.

This continuum of contradictory behaviors
not only has its roots in ideologies but also re-
veals thatthereisnoinherent contradictionin
the history of these actions! John Locke sees
the end ofa state of war as an exit from the nat-
ural state by accepting a social contract whose
authority must protect the assets of civil soci-
ety. Anyone outside the civil state of nature has
no right to security and participation, even if
they are slaves submitting to absolute power.
With this situation, itis not surprising that the
shareholders of slaveholding companies are
called the fathers of freedom and the contra-
diction does not seem amusing. With this de-
scription, when the veto power in the Security
Council aligns with despots and discriminato-
ry freedom for a uniformity contract of global
civil society, resolutions against technology,
coups against democracy, and silence in the
face of chemical bombings become the natural
state.

The Zionist regime serves as a prominent ex-
ample to understand these relations; on one
side, it is introduced as a “shining example of
democracy,” and on the other, it takes on the
appearance of the world’s fourth-largestarmy
to recreate the soft and hard relations of the
hegemonic order in the global arena. The
credibility of the global order’s prestige is also

clearly tested here: the same actors who, in
the first act, cry out against peaceful scientif-
ic activities through resolutions or shed tears
for freedom in the face of an incident, in the
second act, instead of resolutions, they take
souvenir photos with the worst bombers and
commemorate the agents of hospital bomb-
ings. Here, Jiirgen Habermas, in therole of John
Locke, steps in to warn against judging child
killers. Yes, resolutions and tears are for the
preservation of the assets of civil society, and
indigenousnationsinthenatural statehave no
rightto complain about misconduct!

Operation Al-Aqgsa Storm and the resilience
of Gaza shattered this deceptive prestige and
false authority, shaking the foundations of
the current global order. Hegemony had con-
structed a strategic depth with a deceptive
prestigeand false authority thatgained world-
wide support through either terror or willing-
ness. Part of the grandeur of Operation Al-Aq-
saStorm was inits soft conquests in the hearts
and minds of people worldwide, shattering
the foundations of the global order in their
minds and extending the alignment of right
and wrong to the streets worldwide. The hard
conquest of Operation Al-Agsa Storm brought
irreversible blows to the current world order;
but the soft conquest of Operation Al-Agsa
Storm planted an undeniable belief against
the prevalentbeliefs supporting the global or-
der in the hearts of tired and strained people.
Thus, examining the historical trend of events
clarifies how the soft conquest of Operation
Al-Agsa Storm is historically more significant

thanitshard conquest.

Thecurrentchangein
theglobal order benefits
allindependentand
freerepublicsand must
be directed towards
establishingthe
foundationsofajust
globalorderwith faithin

the power of free nations.




