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Leader hails Yemen’s 
‘great job’ in support 
of Palestinians
Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei praised the “great 
job” the Yemenis have done 
in the Red Sea in support 
of Palestinians despite US 
threats. 
Addressing the country’s 
Friday Prayer leaders on 
Tuesday, Ayatollah Khame-
nei said that the Yemeni 
people and the Ansarallah 
resistance movement dam-
aged the vital channels of 
the Israeli regime. 
The Leader underlined that 
the US threatened them, 
but they were not afraid of 
the US and continued their 
campaign in support of Pal-
estinians. 
“Their job is rightly and 
fairly an example of jihad 
(endeavor for the sake of 

God). We hope that these ef-
forts, acts of resistance and 
activities will continue until 
victory.”
Since November, Yemeni 
forces have repeatedly tar-
geted Israel-bound ships 
in the Red Sea, saying they 
were avenging Israel’s on-
slaught on the Gaza Strip, 
which has been under the 
regime’s brutal attacks since 
October 7.
In the latest operation, the 
Asnsarallah movement tar-
geted a cargo ship by a mis-
sile off Yemen, a maritime 
risk management company 
said on Tuesday.
The ship, which has visited 
Israel since the outbreak of 
war in Gaza and was head-
ed to Suez, changed course 
and headed to port after the 

incident.  There was no im-
mediate comment from the 
Asnsarallah movement, who 
launched attacks on Ameri-
can vessels on Sunday and 
Monday following US and 
UK strikes on their territory 
last week.
On Sunday,  US forces 
claimed that they shot down 
a cruise missile targeting an 
American destroyer, and on 
Monday a US-owned cargo 
ship in the Gulf of Oman was 
hit by another missile.
The incidents followed Fri-
day’s US and UK strikes on 
scores of sites in Yemen in 
retaliation for the Red Sea 
attacks which have disrupt-
ed shipping in the vital wa-
terway.
The Leader also said the 
people of the world ac-

knowledge that the Gazans 
are “innocent and victori-
ous,” while the usurping 
regime is “cruel and blood-
thirsty” as well as “defeated 
and disintegrated.”
“The innocent and powerful 
people of Gaza were able 
to influence the world with 
their struggles, and today 
the world views these peo-
ple, fighters and their re-
sistance group as hero,” he 
noted.
Israel has waged its geno-
cidal war on Gaza following 
a historic operation by the 
Palestinian Hamas resis-
tance group against the oc-
cupying entity on October 7.
The Israeli strikes have 
claimed the lives of more 
than 24,000 people in the 
Gaza Strip. 
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Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tion Guards Corps (IRGC) 
launched missile strikes 
on terrorist targets in Syr-
ia and in Iraq’s Kurdistan 
Region in response to re-
cent terrorist attacks in 
Iran and assassinations of 
the resistance front’s com-
manders. 
Early Tuesday, the IRGC 
said it fired barrages of 
ballistic missiles at Syrian 
bases of terrorists who 
were involved in the ter-
rorist attacks in the Ira-
nian cities of Kerman and 
Rask, as well as an Israeli 
espionage center in the 
Iraqi Kurdistan Region.
The IRGC said the first mis-
sile strike targeted gather-
ing places of commanders 
and main elements of the 
two explosions that killed 
nearly 100 people and 
wounded scores of others 
at a memorial for Iran’s 
top anti-terror command-
er General Qassem Solei-
mani in the southeastern 
Iranian city of Kerman on 
January 3.
The Daesh (ISIS) terrorist 
group claimed responsibil-
ity for the explosions. 
Last month, another at-
tack hit a police station in 
the southeastern Iranian 
city of Rask, killing 11 po-
lice officers and injuring at 

least six others.
The IRGC said in a later 
statement that another 
missile attack totally de-
stroyed a main espionage 
center of the Israeli re-
gime’s Mossad spy agen-
cy in the Iraqi Kurdistan 
Region.
Among the key targets 
there was Azhi Amin, a 
former member of an 
Al-Qaeda affiliate, who 
was reportedly killed in 
the IRGC attack.
The missile strike against 
the Mossad center, the 
statement said, was in 
retaliation for the recent 
assassinations of the re-
sistance front’s command-
ers, especially those of the 
IRGC, by Israel.
Senior IRGC commander 
Razi Mousavi was killed 
on Jan. 2 in a strike in 
Syria that was widely 
blamed on Israel. This 
month, Hamas No. 2 Saleh 
al-Arouri was also killed 
in a Beirut strike that the 
Lebanese officials blamed 
on Israel.
“The action was in defense 
of the country’s sovereign-
ty and security, and coun-
tering terrorism, and was 
a part of the Islamic Re-
public’s just punishment 
against violators of the 
country’s security,” Iran’s 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Nasser Kanaani said.

“The Islamic Republic has 
always supported peace, 
stability, and security in 
the region and respect-
ed other countries’ sov-
ereignty; nonetheless, 
Tehran will not hesitate 
to exercise its legitimate 
and legal right to deter all 
sources of threat against 
its national security, 
defend its citizens and 
punish the criminals,” he 
said. 
Iraq summoned Iran’s 
envoy in Baghdad and 
recalled its ambassador 
from Tehran over the mis-
sile strikes after it claimed 
that the missiles struck 
a businessman’s family 
home. 
Iraq said that it would 
lodge a complaint with the 
UN Security Council over 
the Iranian “attack on its 
sovereignty”.
Four people were killed 
and six wounded in the 
strikes on Iraqi Kurdistan, 
the region’s security coun-
cil said.
The IRGC said their repri-
sals “will continue until 
the last drops of blood of 
the martyrs are avenged.”
Iran has repeatedly tar-
geted the terrorists in 
Iraq and Syria and has 
frequently urged the two 
Arab countries not to let 
anti-Iran groups to be ac-
tive in the countries. 

Jordanian Foreign Min-
ister Ayman Safadi said 
on Tuesday Israel was 
placing many obstacles to 
the entry of aid into Gaza, 
worsening the plight of 
Palestinians there.
Safadi, speaking at a press 
conference with his Aus-
tralian counterpart Penny 
Wong, said the hurdles 
meant only 10% of the 
total needs of more than 
two million Gazans under 
siege were being covered, 
Reuters reported.
“The reality now is that 
Israeli measures are pre-
venting sufficient aid from 
arriving and only a fraction 

is being delivered,” he said.
Israel ,  which screens 
goods going into Gaza and 
holds back aid it deems to 
be used for military pur-
poses, denies hampering 
aid.
Israel was also preventing 
aid from reaching north-
ern Gaza where Israel’s 
bombardment and its oc-
cupation for weeks had 
wiped out infrastructure 
and much of its residential 
buildings, Safadi said.
The United Nations hu-
manitarian office said on 
Friday that Israeli author-
ities were systematically 
denying it access to north-

ern Gaza to deliver aid and 
this had significantly hin-
dered the humanitarian 
operation there.
The health ministry in 
Gaza said Tuesday at least 
24,285 people have been 
killed in the Israel’s on-
slaught on Gaza since Oc-
tober 7.
A ministry statement said 
children, women and the 
elderly made up more than 
75 percent of the dead in 
the Palestinian territory 
during the war.
The ministry has said 
thousands of people re-
m a i n  t ra p p e d  u n d e r 
rubble.
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A car wreck is seen at a site hit by 
a missile attack launched by Iran’s 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps in 
Arbil, the capital of Iraq’s northern 
autonomous Kurdish region, on 
January 16, 2024. 
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Leader of Iran's Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei 
speaks during a meeting with the 
country’s Friday prayer leaders in 
Tehran on January 16, 2024.  
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