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the intelligence commander of the IRGC’s
Quds Force, in yet another covert operation
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in Damascus, Syria. Terrorism runs deep
within the core of Israel’s criminal regime, as
evident from their recent acts of terrorism in

Lebanon. The latest deadly airstrike came
upon the heels of an Iranian missile attack on
Israel’s clandestine intelligence center in Er- 7 °
bil, Iraqi Kurdistan, which dealt a heavy blow
to the regime.

Israel was apparently seeking vengeance and
aiming to make up for the major setback it
suffered at the hands of Iran. The attack on
the Israeli spy center in Erbil, which occurred
six days ago, resulted in the loss of several
Mossad operatives, including the commander
of the agency’s foreign operations.

At the same time, Iran’s Armed Forces tar-
geted the Daesh (1s1s) stronghold in Idlib,
Syria, which was a breeding ground for
Daesh terrorists who came into existence
with the help of Israel and the United States.
Moreover, Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps struck a hideout of Jaish al-Adl, a
group of anti-Iranian terrorists in Pakistan,
who collaborate with Israel and the US. It
is only natural for Israel to be infuriated by
Iran’s vigorous acts against terrorists, espe-
cially the assault on the Mossad spy center in
Erbil. Consequently, Israel resorted to assas-
sinating Iranian military advisers.

This is only part of the story. The Israeli
regime, led by Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, is under immense internal and
external pressure. Despite carrying out de-
structive and genocidal attacks in the Gaza
Strip for four months, the Israeli army has
failed to achieve its stated objectives.
Netanyahu is acutely aware that the end of
the Gaza war spells the end of his political
life and that of his far-right cabinet. Hence,
he opposes any cease-fire and resists calls
for ending the war. Driven by warmongering
instincts, the hawkish prime minister fears
widespread internal protests and interna-
tional pressure, which is why he insists on
prolonging the war.

Yet, Netanyahu is not content with the con-
flict in the Gaza Strip alone; he is actively
seeking a larger-scale war to involve the US
and gain its support. He perceives a major
war as a means to delay his own downfall.
Therefore, the assassination operation
targeting Iranian interests serves as a tac-
tic to provoke Iran and coerce Tehran into
entering a war with Israel. Netanyahu and
his cabinet are well aware that their wea-
ry army lacks the power to fight on new
fronts. Their hope lies in the US and the po-
tential confrontation between Tehran and
Washington. f [
However, the Islamic Republic of Iran will '
not fall into Israel’s trap. Nevertheless, Iran’s
intelligence and security forces will respond
to this act of terrorism at an appropriate
time and in alignment with Iran’s interests,
once an investigation is complete.
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Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) says four of its military advisors
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[EA: Iran
accounts for
12% of OPEC
nine-month
revenues

Iran’s oil revenues neared
$34 billion in the first nine
months of 2023 despite
brutal US sanctions, ac-
counting for 12 percent of
OPEC member states’ total
income.

The International Energy
Agency (IEA), in its report,
put Iran’s oil revenues at
$33.9 billion during the
period - two times the
income obtained in 12
months in 2020, Shana re-
ported.

The agency put 13 OPEC
member states’ total rev-
enues from January-Sep-
tember 2023 at $281.2
billion.

According to the US De-
partment of Energy’s es-
timates, Iran sold only
$17 billion and $37 billion
of crude oil in 2020 and
2021, respectively, while
its revenues in 2022 hit
$54 billion.

Iran also had the highest
oil production increase
among members of the
Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC)
in 2023 with over 300,000
barrels of oil per day (bpd)
rise.

In its latest report, the US
Department of Energy put
Iran’s average daily oil pro-
duction volume in 2023 at
2.870 million bpd.
According to the report,
Iran’s oil production vol-
ume increased by 330,000
bpd compared to a year
earlier.

This is while OPEC’s total
oil production volume de-
creased by 630,000 bar-
rels in 2023 compared to
the year before. In total,
OPEC’s member states
produced 26.890 million
barrels of oil per day in
2023, while they pro-
duced 27.520 million bpd
in 2022.
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Tehran ready for extensive economic
collaboration with regional states: VP Mokhber

Iran is ready for extensive
economic collaboration to
ensure the interests of all
countries in the region, said
First Vice President Mo-
hammad Mokhber at the
summit of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) in Kam-
pala on Saturday.

The vice president traveled
to Uganda to attend the
19th NAM summit, which
he described as a platform
for independent voices and
a venue to which the inter-
national community now
attaches great significance
in its decisions.

Mokhber arrived at Ugan-
da’s Entebbe airport on
Saturday morning to at-
tend the summit in the
capital, Kampala, where
he thanked Ugandan au-
thorities for hosting the
event and highlighted the
great capacities of the Non-
Aligned Movement.

He also said the unilater-
al sanctions of the US and
some other countries are a
clear example of economic
terrorism. He said the inde-
pendent and free nations
of the world do not accept
force, imposition and hu-
miliation.

Emphasis on defining com-
mon security mechanisms,
developing transportation
structures, preserving the
environment, and creating
new networks of inclusive

economic, political, and
cultural cooperation were
among the other axes of
the first vice president’s
speech at the summit.

The summit is being held
as a non-aligned nation,
South Africa, has taken
Israel before the Interna-
tional Criminal Court in
The Hague on a charge of
committing genocide in
Gaza and demanded that
the UN’s top court order an
emergency cease-fire.
Now in its 106th day, the
war has marked a turning
point in the colonial rela-
tionship between Western
philosophy and the rest of
the world, where the US
and Europeans have stood
by and let Israel massacre
Palestinians on a daily ba-
sis.

Addressing the summit,
Mokhber said there is
a need to create a new
peace-oriented order with
the slogan “security for all,
insecurity for no one”.
Mokhber rejected unilat-
eralism and imperialism,
but endorsed resistance
against oppression, saying
any action taken by the
Palestinians to resist by
any possible means against
occupation is their inherent
right. He said, “Attempts
by the Zionist regime and
its Western supporters
to project this legitimate

[Palestinian] struggle as a
terrorist act lack legal au-
thority and is a trick and
deception”.

He called on NAM states
to support the end of the
Israeli occupation, the re-
turn of refugees and a ref-
erendum to create a stable
and just peace in Palestine
and to condemn and stop
the killing of the people of
Gaza by the Zionist regime.
Upon arrival in Kampala,
Mokhber stated that NAM
member states can wield
enormous influence on in-
ternational developments,
particularly in terms of
politics and the economy.
“The Non-Aligned Move-
ment projects the voices
of the world’s independent
nations. Nowadays, world
powers devote great atten-
tion to the decisions taken
and policies adopted at alli-
ances formed among devel-
oping countries,” he said.
He added, “Among the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran’s ob-
jectives as to development
of international relations
is to value multilateralism
and actively participate in
major regional and inter-
nationally inclusive forums
like NAM.”

In addition to delivering
a speech at the summit,
Mokhber held bilateral
meetings with some par-
ticipating countries.

Greater relations with
Vietnam

Mokhber and his Vietnam-
ese counterpart Vo Thi Anh
Xuan held talks on the side-
lines of the summit in Kam-
pala, Uganda, on Saturday.
The Iranian VP referred to
the historical relationship
between Iran and Vietnam
as well as existing agree-
ments on agricultural,
technical, and engineering
sectors, noting that the
development of bilateral
economic ties is not sat-
isfactory, while these two
countries enjoy very good
political relations.

He emphasized that the
private sector is vital in
upgrading economic ex-
changes between the two
countries and called for
removing monetary and
banking obstacles.
Mokhber also attached im-
portance to the formation
of a joint trade commission
to pursue the implemen-
tation of agreed programs
and pave the way for more
economic and trade coop-
eration.

The Vietnamese VP, for her
part, underscored the need
for bolstering efforts in line
with the development of
trade collaborations, calling
for the exchange of delega-
tions to facilitate interac-
tions and economic ties.
She also condemned the

imposition of the United
States’ unilateral and cru-
el sanctions against Iran,
emphasizing the need to
utilize the capacity of re-
gional and international
organizations to enhance
the relationship between
Iran and Vietnam.

Bolstering economic
ties with Philippines

On Saturday, in another
meeting with Secretary of
Foreign Affairs of the Phil-
ippines Enrique Manalo,
Mokhber urged strengthen-
ing bilateral economic ties.
Referring to the deep-root-
ed ties between Iran and
the Philippines and mark-
ing the 60th anniversary
of diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries,
Mokhber described the
volume of existing trade
exchanges between the two
sides as insufficient and
called for expanding the
economic exchanges by ac-
tivating the private sectors
and removing the barriers.
He described Iran’s ca-
pacities in the fields of
medicine, medical equip-
ment, agriculture, and
petrochemicals as an ap-
propriate platform for de-
veloping relations, adding
that banking and trans-
portation exchanges are
two important challenges
for economic interactions,

and the two countries can
overcome such obstacles
by creating the necessary
platforms.

For his part, Manalo
termed the positions of
the two countries very
close in the international
arenas and expressed his
country’s will to develop
economic ties with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran.
Referring to the dire hu-
manitarian situation in
Gaza, he stressed that the
Philippines will spare no
effort to stop the war and
send humanitarian aid to
the Gaza Strip.

The 19th NAM Summit,
under the leadership of
Uganda, was held under
the theme “Deepening Co-
operation for Shared Glob-
al Affluence” and brings
together more than 120
developing countries on a
platform of crucial historic
significance.

About 4,000 guests from
different member states
attended the summit that
seeks to address pressing
global issues and foster co-
operation among member
states.

The Non-Aligned Move-
ment is the largest group-
ing of countries outside of
the United Nations, making
it an important role player
in global and multilateral
affairs.

». Mohammad Ali Rajabi

Al e Cartoonist

Metals, minerals
worth around $464m
traded in IME

The Iran Mercantile Ex-

change (IME) announced
that a total of 3.28 million
tons of various products,
worth about $464 million,
were traded at IME’s do-
mestic and export metal and
mineral trading hall in the
week closing on January 19.
According to a report by ime.
co.ir on Saturday, over 3.9

million tons of commodities,
worth over $731 million,
were traded in its domestic
trading and export halls.

Among the traded products
were 429,975 tons of steel,
1.48 million tons of iron ore,
189,000 tons of sponge iron,
2,210 tons of zinc, 7,650 tons
of aluminum ingots, 9,730
tons of copper, 200 tons of

molybdenum concentrate, 18
tons of precious metals, and
1.19 million tons of cement.
In addition, 546,578 tons of
various commodities, valued
at about $252 million, were
traded at IME’s domestic and
export oil and petrochemical
trading halls.

Other traded items were
108,642 tons of polymeric

products, 160,500 tons of
vacuum bottom, 68,500 tons
of lube cut, 33,527 tons of
chemical products, 10,710
tons of sulfur, 5,807 tons
of base oil, 500 tons of slop
wax, 320 tons of feedstocks,
and 158,224 tons of bitumen.
The IME also traded within
the same week 80,058 tons
of goods on its side market.
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Khorramabad Valley

Khorramabad Valley: A potential
UNESCO World Heritage Site

( Iranica Desk )

Iran has been known as one of the ancient hu-
man civilizations, which has led archaeolo-
gists and cultural researchers from different
eras to focus on it. The presence of rugged
mountains, unique nature, and most impor-
tantly, water as the source of human life in
Lorestan Province has turned this region into
one of the most sought-after areas for human
habitation before recorded history, leading to
the formation of the first human settlements
inthisarea.

Khorramabad Valley, with the ancient city of
Shapurkhast at its center, along with natural at-
tractions and historical sites such as the seven
caves, is considered significant evidence of hu-
man historyin thisregion.

Recently, the process of registering Khorram-
abad Valley as a World Heritage Site in UNESCO
hasbegun, which, if successful, will play a signif-
icantrole in attracting tourists and boosting the
economy of Lorestan Province.

Ata Hassanpour, the director general of Khor-
ram Abad Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts, and
Tourism Organization in Lorestan Province,
told ISNA: Some archaeologists and anthropol-
ogists believe that after humans left Africa in
prehistoric times, they traveled through Asia
to Europe and settled in places like the Zagros
Mountains, in a valley called Khorramabad,
where encounters between Neanderthals and
modernhumanstookplace. Headded thatsome,
like Professor Marcel Otte, believe that areas in
the Zagros Mountains, including Khorramabad
Valley,areamongthe ancienthabitats ofhuman-

ity, providing multiple locations for human hab-
itation.

Hassanpour stated that in this ancient valley
there are 17 prehistoric sites, seven of which
have been the subject of archaeological excava-
tions, including the Qamari Cave, which is one
of the five caves in this valley, making a total of
sevenwith tworockshelters.

He added that in addition to the explored
caves, there are 10 rock shelters in the heart
of Khorramabad Valley. He noted the pres-
ence of scattered stone and pottery chips on
the surface of the caves and ancient mounds,
emphasizing their significance as a valuable
guide for archaeologists. He recommended
against moving these chips, as their displace-
ment could potentially mislead researchers
and archaeologists.

Hassanpour pointed out the formation of caves,
attributing the cavities in the heart of the Zagros
Mountains to the weathering of limestone for-
mationsintheseareas.

Further discussing the Qamari Cave, particular-
lyits western part,he mentioned that cavershad
concluded that this cave, spanning 200 meters,
was an endless space that had served as a place
ofhuman habitation beforerecorded history.

He emphasized that these sites indicated favor-
able living conditions for humans in prehistoric
times, particularly in the post-Ice Age period.
The presence of abundant water from numerous
ponds and flowing rivers, along with prehistoric
caves, suitable weather, the presence of animals,
and abundant fuel from oak forests, collectively
rendered this valley a conducive environment for
humanlivelihood, especially after the huntingpe-

riodand duringthe agricultural revolution.

He also highlighted the presence of historical
housesin Lorestan Province and Khorramabad,
dating back to the early Qajar period, up to the
first Pahlaviera, asa potential driver for tourism
promotion andattracting tourists.

Mohammad Jafari, an economic expert, stated
that Lorestan Province has significant poten-
tialin the field of tourism, but unfortunately, the
historical, ancient,and natural attractions of the
region have not been properly introduced to at-
tractvisitors.

He emphasized the need for investment in cre-
ating suitable accommodations, eco lodges, and
improving air, rail, and road transportation in-
frastructure. According to Jafari, Lorestan is like
aparadiseintheheartofthe Zagros Mountains.
Jafari continued by highlighting that the Zagros
Mountains, particularly Khorramabad Valley,
was the habitat of early humans, but efforts to
introduce this historical significance have been
lacking. He stressed the importance of facilitat-
ingthe process and creating the necessary infra-
structure for tourism development.

Referring to the local hospitality in Lorestan
Province, Jafari stressed the need for providing
up-to-date training to hotel personnel and oth-
ersinthetourismsector. Healso pointed outthat
the global registration of Khorramabad Valley
would attract international and domestic tour-
iststotheregion.

Furthermore, he underscored that the capabil-
ities of Lorestan Province, especially Khorram-
abad Valley, are incomparable to other regions,
and the registration of this valley would lead to
the developmentoftheregional economy.

Qamari Cave

Evolution of knowledge and artin Iran

The word knowledge has been defined as a
collection of some logical and experimental
information in a particular field. The differ-
entbranchesofsciencedonotoriginatefrom
a unique system, but there may be some
close links or relationships between them
such as chemistry and physics. No doubt,
earth sciences, astronomy and medical sci-
encesaretheoldestkind ofhumansciences.

Our forefathers sometimes believed that
here are some connections between the
different branches of science, for example
they assumed that the human’s fate or fu-
ture had something to do with the position
of the stars which was studied in astrono-
my, though nowadays according to the sci-
entific findings that theory no longer car-
riesanyvalidity. Their attemptsin the field
of astronomy emanated from their curi-
osity about their environment and their
desire to track down the secrets of nature,
buttheirinvolvementintheearthsciences
derived from their need to overcome the
natural problems and harmonize with na-
ture.Intheface ofalltheirscientificefforts,
if they failed to discover the real cause of
a natural process, they resorted to some

superstitions which are still remaining
amongsome nations.
Thehistory of scienceinIranissolongthat
it deserves to be studied for many years.
Iran can be considered not only as the
cradle of science, but also it acts as a junc-
tion between east and west. Richard Frye
writes: “Iran has been the territory of the
importantscientificinteractionsin Middle
east. Egyptians, Babylonians and Indians
who were once included in the Iranian
territory took advantage of each other’s
knowledge, and in this regard one can say
that Iran played an important role in the
developmentoftheancientsciences.”
Some historians refer to the fact that even
Achaemenian kings were so concerned
aboutscientific activities. For example Ibn
Nadin writes: “After Alexander occupied
the Persian capital, he gave the order to
translate whatever he found in the royal
librariesinto Greek, and afterhe withdrew
the Persian sciences on medicine, astron-
omy;, etc. he set fire to the books.” Ibn Nad-
im adds: “the Persians had already made
some copies of their books and sent them
to India and China for a rainy day. Later

Ardeshir Babakan sent out some officials
to those countries to get the books back to
Iran.”

In the course of the Iranian history, many
scientific records vanished during the
bloody conflicts and invasions. There are
alsosome scholars who refute the factthat
there wasascientificdevelopmentin Iran.
If we can name the mental powers as the
spiritual powers, so Art emanates from
the artist’s spiritual inspirations which
may take various shapes such as painting,
music, poetry, etc. There are some rela-
tionships between the different branches
of art as Goethe believed that architec-
ture is associated with music and likened
architecture to a “solid music”. In Persian
language, the word artis sometimes a syn-
onym for the word technique. For exam-
ple, it is usual to say such term as the art
of irrigation, perhaps due to the fact that
a technique like irrigation is rooted in the
human mind and emotion just the way
an artis. Even in ancient Egypt, irrigation
was called theartofkings,and the Iranians
used to place ahigh value onirrigation, be-
fore & after Islam.

° An ancient Persian qanat in Shahzadeh Gardan, Mahan, Kerman Province

Theaboveisalightly editedversion of partofachapter entitled “Areview on the forefather’s knowledge on water andirrigation”fromabook titled, “Water and Irrigation Techniques in AncientIran’,

written by Gholam Reza Kuros and Majid LabbafKhaneiki, published by Iranian National Committee on Irrigation and Drainage.
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Israel’s false tautolog

[sraelis, Jews not the same

By Stephen F. Eisenman

Co-founder of Environmental
d .. Justice Foundation

A\

PERSPECTIVE

Israelileaders have begun to
implementa plan they have long
been preparing: Gaining complete
controlofthe Land of Israel, “Eretz
Yisrael” Gx2awyn, including
Gazaand the West Bank. lwon't
detail herethe early political

and military milestonesin the
project, exceptto note thatlsrael’s
expropriation of Arab land has been
welldocumented by UN agencies,
Palestinian and otherscholars, and
human rights organizations. That
history includes seizures following
warsin1948,1956,1967,and 1973
and settlementactivity up untilthe
present.Inthe last few weeks alone,
there has beenamajor expansion
of “wildcat settlement outposts”
inthe West Bank, accordingtoan
investigation by the Israeligroup
Peace Now, as reported in The New
York Times.

On December25,2023, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

told Israeli Knesset member Shani
Danonthathe was developingaplan
tofacilitatethe “voluntary” transfer
of Gazansto othercountries.

“Our problem,” he said, “isfinding
countriesthatare readytoabsorb
[them]and weareworkingon it
Afew days later, Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich said: “The solution
in Gazarequires...encouraging
voluntary migration and full security
controlincludingthe renewal of
[Jewish]settlement.” If Netanyahu,
Smotrich,and othersaccomplish
theirgoal of ridding Gaza of Gazans
and extendingthe Jewish state “from
therivertothesea, itwillbethe
bloody culmination of Theodore
Herzl's dream of a Heimstatte (a
homeland)forthe Jewsinall of
Palestine;itwillalso be asecond
nakba (catastrophe)forthe
Palestinians.

Israeli refuseniks picking jail over the Gaza war

He’s ababy-faced 18-year-old withaheart full ofidealism. When Tel Aviv
teenTal Mitnick refusedto enlistinthelsraeliarmy,he was putontrial:
onDecember26,2023, hewastakento military prisonto servea30-day
sentence.Standingaloneinacountryonadetermined warfootingis
anagonisingdecision. But,speakingat Tel Hashomer,a base nearthe
Gazafenceincentrallsrael, Mitnick staunchly defended hisdecision, Al

Jazeerareported.

“| believethatslaughter cannotsolve slaughter,” he said. “Violence
won'tsolveviolence.Andthatiswhy|refuse”

The statementappeared onthe Xaccountof Mesarvot, a support
network connecting “refuseniks” inacampaignagainsttheIsraeli

Members of the Jewish Voice for Peace and the If Not Now movement, two Jewish activist groups, stage a rally on October 18, 2023, in
Washington, D.C, to call for a cease-fire in the Israel-Hamas war.

ALEX WONG/GETTY IMAGES

CHAIM GOLDBERG/FLASH90

The false tautology

The cabinet of Israel has for decades ar-
gued that “Eretz Yisrael” — the total ter-
ritory of historic Palestine — should be
thehomeland ofJews alone. Thatwas im-
plicit from the nation’s founding but be-
came explicit with the passagein 2018 of
the “Basic Law: Israel as the Nation-State
of the Jewish People.” The chairman of
the committee that drafted the bill and
shepherded it through the Knesset, Amir
Ohana stated: “This is the law of all laws.
Itis the most important law in the histo-
ry of the State of Israel, which says that
everyone has human rights, but national
rights in Israel belong only to the Jewish
people. Thatis the founding principle on
which the state was established”. Though
the bill was watered down somewhat
from its original version, “it still permit-
ted,” according to the Israeli Attorney
General’s office, “harming a person be-

like: “You cannot build heavenwith blood”, “An eyeforan eyeand weall
goblind,”and “Thereisnomilitary solution”
Military serviceis mandatoryfor mostjewishIsraelis, viewed as arite of
passage. Inthe country's highly militarised society, so-called refuseniks
riskbeinglabelledtraitors.

Israeli border police stop Arab women in the Old City of Al-Quds (Jerusalem) on October 3, 2023.

cause of his nationality or religion. That
is blatant discrimination.” The law also
affirms the right of diasporic Jews to em-
igrate (aliya — nN">V) to Israel, but not
Arabs or Palestinians living in the West
Bank, Gaza, or elsewhere, eveniftheyare
related toIsraeli Arabs.

Preservation of the Jewish right of re-
turn is essential to maintaining Israel’s
appeal to American and other diasporic
Jews. The US has nearly as many Jews —
justunder 6 million — as Israel, together
comprising % of the global population.
By making them de facto Israelis, the
right of return expands Eretz Yisrael far
beyond existing boundaries and impli-
cates the diaspora in Israeli policy. The
underlyingideology of Palestinian exclu-
sionand]Jewishinclusionis expressed by
the following, implicit (and false) tautol-
ogy: All (true) Israelis are Jews; all Jews
arelsraelis.

occupation of Palestinianterritories.Inan earlierinterview posted on
theaccount, Mitnick laid out his universalist stance onthe conflict.
Thesolution, hesaid, would notcomefrom corrupt politiciansinIsrael
orfromHamas. “Itwillcome from us, the sonsand daughters ofthetwo
nations, hesaid.
Friendscame outinsupportof Mitnick, holding placards with phrases

" u

Israeli Arab girls look for passing cars to hand out

town of Taibe, central Israel, in January 2014.
ARIEL SCHALIT/AP

Of course, not all Israelis are Jews. 21%
are Arabs (Palestinian, Druze, Christians,
Circassian, and others), denied full rec-
ognition in accord with Israel’s Basic
Law. If you consider the wider region to
which Netanyahu’s far-right coalition
lays claim, including Gaza and the West
Bank, the population is divided roughly
50/50 between Jews and non-Jews —
the latter mostly Sunni Muslims. (Re-
cent demographic analysis suggests that
Jews are now a minority in Israel and the
occupied or administered territories.)
Neither are “all Jews Israeli” The Right
of Return is an invitation, not a mandate,
and only about 3,000 Americans peryear
acceptit. Infact, more than twice as many
Israeli Jews migrate to the US every year,
as AmericanJewstoIsrael.

In the last few weeks, opposition to the
waramongyoung Democraticvotershas
moved the Biden administration away

MESARVOT
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Muslim prayer books in the main street of the Arab

from unstinting support for the war and
toward a policy of de-escalation, though
far too slowly to protect the Palestinian
population of Gaza. What’s needed now
isfor Americanliberalsand progressives
— Jewish and non-Jewish, but especial-
ly Jewish — to demand that continued
US support for Israel be conditioned
upon an end to the killing, and rapid
commencement of negotiations for a
long-term peace, along thelines of either
a two-state or one-state solution. The
slogans for that mass movement have
already been deployed by courageous
students and faculty, union workers,
anti-war activists, and progressive Dem-
ocrats in the US House of Representa-
tives; Theyare: “Notin My Name,” “Never
Again, Anywhere,” and “Peace Now.”

The full article first appeared
in CounterPunch.
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Arerefuseniks common?

No. Generally speaking, refuseniks
may end up serving repeated pris-
on services, ordered to return to re-
cruitment centres again and again.
Somewind up doingmonthsbehind
bars before they are eventually dis-
charged.

The Israeli military does have a con-
scientious objectors committee,
but exemptions are usually only
granted on religious grounds — the
ultra-Orthodox Haredi Jews, for
instance, are legally exempt. Refus-
ing to serve as a matter of political
principle is not considered a valid
objection.

Earlier this year, Amnesty Interna-
tional released a report on Yuval
Dag, a 20-year-old who had made
his political objections clear before
his summons. The army classified
hisrefusal as disobedience and sen-
tenced him to 20 days at Neve Tze-
dekmilitary prisonin Tel Aviv.

The rights group named four other
individuals — Einat Gerlitz, Nave
Shabtay Levin, Evyatar Moshe Ru-
bin, and Shahar Schwartz — who
were repeatedly detained in 2022.
Conscientious objectors commonly
serve five months or more in pris-
on — a high price to pay for young
peopledoingwhattheybelievetobe
right.

Many objectors come to their deci-
sion after participating in protest
movements, whether on climate
change, Israel’s occupation, vio-
lence, and discrimination against
Palestinians — a system that many
rights groups have compared with
apartheid.

Are there any famous refuse-
niks?

In 2003, a group of Israeli Air Force
pilots provoked national fury when
they refused to take part in opera-
tions in the West Bank and Gaza.
Submitting a letter to the media,
they branded attacks on the territo-
riesas “illegalandimmoral”.

The case was noteworthy, involving
elite army members like Brigadier
General Yiftah Spector, considered a
legend in the forces for hisattack on
Iraq’s nuclear reactor in 1982. The
cabinet accused the pilots of “pre-
tentioussnivelling”.

That same year, the country’s elite
commandoes also defied orders to
carry out attacks on the occupied
territories. Setting out their posi-
tion in a letter, 15 reservists from
the Sayeret Matkal unit, often com-
pared with the British army’s SAS,
said: “We will no longer corrupt the
stamp of humanity in us through
carrying out the missions of an oc-
cupationarmy.”

“Inthe past, we fought for ajustified
cause (but today), we have reached
the boundary of oppressing anoth-
erpeople.”

In 2007, Bar Refaeli, a model, mar-
ried a friend to avoid military ser-

vice, later telling the press that “ce-
lebrities have other needs”. Later, to
avoid damage to the companies she
worked for, she agreed to partici-
pateinanenlistmentcampaign. The
case ignited a debate on how easy it
istododge conscription.

Hang on, wasn't there dissent in
armyranksthisyear?

Yes, but it was not linked to the oc-
cupation. In early March, about
700 reservist soldiers — includ-
ing some top brass — resigned en
masse during widespread protests
over Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu'’s judicial overhaul. Critics
accused him of curtailing Supreme
Courtpowers to shield himselffrom
corruption charges.

Explaininghis refusal to serveinthe
army, Dag said that reservists had
resigned because they were afraid
of living in a dictatorship. But, he
pointed out, “We need to remem-
ber that in the occupied territories
there has never been democracy.
And the anti-democraticinstitution
thatrulesthereisthearmy.”
Responding to rebellion in the
ranks, Netanyahu said: “There’s no
room for refusals.” Military service
was, he said, “the first and most im-
portant foundation of our existence
in our land ...The refusals threaten
the foundation of ourexistence.”
Netanyahu's view is not unusual.
Across the political spectrum, with
the exception of some left-wing
and Arab groups, parties condemn
the refusal to serve for a number of
reasons. Left wingers worry about
polarisation, claiming that refusing
to serve will encourage right-wing
resistance toremoving settlements.
Right wingers believe that refusal
helpsthe enemies of Israel.

Whatdoesthelawsay?
Therightto conscientious objection
to military service is protected by
internationallaw, enshrined in Arti-
cle 18 of the International Covenant
on Civiland Political Rights (ICCPR).
The UN Commission for Human
Rights has stated that states must
“refrain from subjecting conscien-
tious objectors to imprisonment
andtorepeated punishmentfor fail-
ureto performmilitary service”.
However, it is common practice in
Israel, not only to imprison objec-
tors, buttorepeatsentences several
times. In 2003, the United Nations
Working Group on Arbitrary De-
tention said that international law
banned “doublejeopardy”.
Selective objection is not an option.
In2002,thelsraeliHigh CourtofJus-
tice ruled thatallowing soldiers not
to serve in the occupied territories
would “loosen the links that hold us
togetherasapeople”.

The case had been brought by a
group called Courage to Refuse,
who said their duties would involve
“dominating, expelling, starving,
and humiliatinganentire people”.

e Israeli police clash with ultra-Orthodox men protesting against the army draft in Al-Quds
(Jerusalem).

OLIVIER FITOUSSI/HAARETZ

Administrative detention
used to terrorize 1948 Palestinians

. By Yoav Haifawi
Anti-Zionist activist

PERSPECTIVE

I have beenreportingon how the little space that existed for Palestinian
political expression inthe areas held by Israel since 1948 has been crushed
since October7.0ne ofthe most chillingexamples of this has been the use of
administrative detention.

Administrative detentionisan Israeli practice of holding Palestinian detainees without charge ortrial. The
longest period forasingle administrative detention decreeis sixmonths, butthereis no limitonthe number of
timesthatthe same person may be detained, in continuity or with some breaks. Forthis reason, administrative
detentionisregarded asindefinite detention. Although more associated with the Israeli occupation’s regime
inthe West Bank,administrative detentionisused in ‘48 Palestine aswell,and since October7,ithas beenan
importantway Israel has repressed and terrorized Palestinians.
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A vigil is held against administrative detention in front of Haifa court before Majd Zgheir’s hearing on December 10, 2023.

ARAB 48

Atool ofoccupation

Administrative detentions have always
been part of Israel's repressive mea-
sures against Palestinians. Beginning in
1948, Israel used an administrative de-
tention policy inherited from the British
occupation of Palestine (the so-called
“Mandate”).In 1979, Israel’s Knesset ap-
proved its own “Emergency Powers (De-
tentions) Law” governing the draconian
use of administrative detention. The law
only applies during a “state of emergen-
cy,’ which is meant to be temporary. But,
since 1948, the Knesset has always re-
newed what became a permanent “state
ofemergency”.

According to this law, administrative de-
tention of Israeli citizens should be pre-
sented for approval by the president of
the District Court within 48 hours. In the
West Bank, an administrative detention
has to be reviewed within eight days by
a military judge. In the West Bank, there
have always been hundreds of Palestin-
ians held under administrative deten-
tion, but last year the numbers surged.
According to Wikipedia (in Hebrew),
there were 967 Palestinian administra-
tive detainees in March 2023, and as of
September 2023, before the events of Oc-
tober 7, that number had already grown
to 1,264, which would be more than
during the tensest period of the Second
Intifada. According to a report by Bak-
er Zoabi (in Siha Mekomit), out of some
4,600 Palestinians who were detained
in the West Bank since October 7, about

2,800 are administrative detainees — an
unprecedented number.

In 48 Palestine, as Israel tried to keep
some democratic facade, the usage of ad-
ministrative detention has historically
been more restrained. The biggest wave
of administrative detentions in 48 Pales-
tine that I remember happened during
the First Intifada. The intifada started on
December 9, 1987, and after hundreds
of unarmed Palestinian demonstrators
were shot dead by the occupation army,
the leadership of the 48 Palestinians
called for a general strike on December
21, in what they called “the day of peace”.
They requested the public not to demon-
strateonthatdaytoavoid any provocation
from the police. Abna al-Balad, a radical
leftist Palestinian grassroots movement
challenging the community’s traditional
leadership, named it “Palestine Day” and
called on people to demonstrate in every
town and village. In many places, people
chosetoactively expresstheirangeratthe
ongoing massacres, and clashes erupted
in several areas. Following those events,
some ten of the leaders of Abna al-Balad
were imprisoned under administrative
decreesinthefirsthalfof1988.
Later,administrative detention was used
mostly for individual cases. After the
mass uprising of May 2021, what we call
“Hebatal-Karameh,” Israelissued several
administrative detention orders in 1948
Palestine. One of them, Zafer Jabarin, a
devoted Muslim who prays too much (for
the Shabak'’s taste) in Al-Aqgsa, was in ad-

ministrative detention again this year for
four months but was released before the
warbegan.

The oppressive apparatus regards ad-
ministrative detention as an important
and potent tool in its arsenal. They like
it because it is easy to use, as there is no
need to collect evidence, and the techni-
cal procedures are simple and straight-
forward.Buttheymostlyrelyonitandare
ready to take the publicrelations damage
connected to using it because it breaks
established legal standards to terrorize
thepublic.

The threat of administrative detention
works in several ways. First, it is used
against activists who are under interro-
gationwhoknowthatiftheydon’tconfess
to what they are being told to confess to,
they can be thrown into prison for an un-
limited period anyway. On a wider scale,
administrative detention is used to ter-
rorize everyone. Even if you do nothing
illegal, the Shabak can always claim that
they know what you are dreaming about
doing. The war minister would sign any
decree putin front of him by the Shabak,
and the courts would rubber-stampit. As
Judge Shapira made clear in a censored
version of a decree once, administrative
detention is intended to prevent “antici-
pated activity” And ‘48 Palestinians, like
Palestinians everywhere,are always con-
sidered anticipated dangers.

The full article first appeared
on Mondoweiss.

In2003,agroup

of Israeli Air Force

pilots provoked
widespread fury when
theyrefusedtotake part
inoperationsinthe West
Bankand Gaza, slamming
the operationsas “illegal
andimmoral”. The cabinet
accusedthe pilots of
“pretentioussnivelling”.
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AFC Asian Cup:

Reality check for lackluster Iran
after laboring to Hong Kong win

C Sports Desk )

A narrow 1-0 victory over Hong Kong was
enough for Iran to secure a place in the
AFC Asian Cup knockouts but head coach
Amir Qalenoei was left with plenty to
think about ahead of the encounters with
more formidable oppositions in Qatar.
Often clueless in front of the goal and
vulnerable in the backline, the Asian
powerhouse had Mahdi Qayedi, who re-
ceived a surprise callup on the eve of the
tournament, to thank for the maximum
points against an opponent that had been
well-beaten by four goals when the two
sides met in the World Cup qualifiers in
November.

The 25-year-old bagged his second goal in
Qatar in the 24th minute, when his com-
posed effort from a tight angle found the
bottom corner.

The result means a draw against the Un-
tied Arab Emirates on Tuesday will see
Iran progress as the Group C winner and
get a test against an Asian minnow side
in the last 16, but with Japan and South
Korea on the horizon in the quarterfinals,
Qalenoei, who was clearly frustrated on
the touchline through the 90 minutes,
knows there is much to improve if his
team is to end a 48-year drought in the
continent’s flagship international event.
“We somehow managed to win the game
and stay on top of the group but the
performance was definitely not what
we were expecting,” said Iranian striker

Mahdi Taremi, who had a quiet night at
the Khalifa International Stadium before
being substituted in the second half, add-
ing: “The players were not mentally ready
for the contest though I can’t find an ex-
planation for that.”

Iranian fullback Ramin Rezaeian, mean-
while, rued “the missed opportunities in
the early stages” which led to Hong Kong
“finding the courage to push forward.”
The Iranian backline gave the ball away
cheaply on a couple of occasions and, in
fact, the final outcome could have been
different, had it not been for the East
Asian side - the lowest ranked team in
the tournament - lacking the killer touch.
Despite the defeat, Hong Kong head coach
Jorn Andersen was “proud” of his team'’s
display, saying: “We played against one
of the top teams in Asia, 21st in the FIFA
rankings, but we did not see the differ-
ence between the teams.”

“I spoke with the Iran coach before the
match and I told him, for me Iran is along-
side Japan and Korea Republic as top
teams, but today I see my team as very
strong. We created many chances, but we
could not take our chances and score,”
added the Norwegian.

Qalenoei, however, had other ideas.

“If you see the stats, you can see the dif-
ference in shots, possession and chanc-
es created. For sure, we still have some
errors, but the players and the technical
staff are all fighting hard and giving their
best,” said the Iranian.

Iranian striker Karim Ansarifard (10) goes up in vain for a header during a 1-0 victory over Hong Kong in the AFC Asian Cup at the Khalifa International Stadium, Al
Rayyan, Qatar, on January 19, 2024.
MOLLY DARLINGTON/REUTERS

Persepolis closing in on

ex-Asian player of the year Hassan: Report

( Sports Desk )

Persian Gulf Pro League cham-
pion is set to sign Qatari fullback
Abdelkarim Hassan on a season-
and-a-half long contract - for a re-
ported fee of $750,000 - according
to the media in Iran.

An Asian Player of the Year in
2018, Hassan won four Qatari top-
flight titles as well as the 2011 AFC
Champions League crown with Al
Saad before parting ways with the
club in controversial manner to
join Kuwaiti side Al Jahra in Janu-
ary last year.

Hassan, 30, has 11 goals and as-
sists apiece in 101 appearances for
the national team, the last of which
came against the Netherlands at

the 2022 World Cup group stage.
The left fullback played an integral
role in helping Qatar lift a maiden
AFC Asian Cup trophy in 2019 in
the United Arab Emirates, where
he was named in the team of the
tournament.

Hassan was handed an indefinite
suspension by the Qatar Football
Association last January, while
having his Al Saad contract ter-
minated, following a social media
altercation with a fan.

Hassan responded to a complaint on
SnapChat about Qatar’s World Cup
group exit on home soil by posting:
“Relax, do you think it's war?”
Hassan is to arrive in Tehran on
Monday to sign the contract with
Persepolis, which is desperately

looking for a new head coach after
Yahya Golmohammadi stepped
down from his role in the after-
math of 1-1 draw against Mes Raf-
sanjan in the league on the first of
the new year.

Oman head coach Branko Ivan-
kovic was approached to make a
dramatic return to the Reds bench,
once his Asian Cup campaign
comes to an end in Qatar, but the
Croatian, who won three league
titles with Persepolis before leav-
ing the club in 2019, on Thursday
turned down the offer due to “per-
sonal and family” reasons.
Persepolis is third in the Iranian
league tables with 30 points after
15 rounds of matches - two points
adrift of archrival Esteghlal on top.

MATTHIAS HANGST/GETTY IMAGES

Iran beaten by Qatar,
misses out on

World Handball Championship berth

C Sports Desk )

A second successive defeat in
the main round of the Asian
Men’s Handball Championship
saw Iran fail to progress to the
last four in Bahrain and miss
out on a place in next year’s
World Handball Championship.
Having suffered a 25-23 loss
to Japan in the Group I opener,
Majid Rahimizadeh’s men did a
great job to bounce back from a
15-13 deficit at halftime against
the Asian powerhouse and lev-
el the scoreline at 20-20, before
the five-time defending champi-
on restored the lead in the clos-
ing stages to win 27-23.
Cuban-born Frankis Marzo con-
tributed a game-high nine goals
for Qatar, followed by Ahmad
Madadi, who finished on five.
Mojtaba Heidarpour topped
the scoring chart for Iran with
seven goals, with Kiarash Taheri
and Reza Ezzati chipping three
apiece.

The result meant Qatar is joined
by Japan, which defeated the
United Arab Emirates 29-26
later on Friday, in the semifinals,
and the top spot of the group
will be at stake when the two
sides square off in Isa Town’s
Sheikh Khalifa Sports City Hall
today.

Iran, third in the table on goal
difference, will face the UAE
today with a win or draw send-
ing Rahimizadeh’s side into the
fifth-place contest on Thursday.
This is first major tournament
for Iran under Rahimizadeh,
who replaced Montenegrin Ve-
selin Vujovic following a group
exit in October’s Asian qualifiers
for the Paris Olympics.

Vujovi¢ steered Iran to the
fourth place in the previous edi-
tion of the Asian Championship

in Saudi Arabia two years ago
and a spot at the 2023 world
event.

] g
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Qatar’s Frankis Marzo (10) shoots during a victory over Iran in the Asian Men’s
Handball Championship in Isa Town, Bahrain, on January 19, 2024.
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IRNA reported.

Iran on Saturday launched a re-
search satellite into its highest
orbit yet in a new milestone for
the country’s aerospace program.
The Soraya satellite of the Ira-
nian Space Agency (ISA) was
successfully launched with the
Ghaem-100 satellite carrier of the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps,

This is the first time that Iran has
successfully placed a satellite in

ters.

Earth.

Telecommunications Minister Issa
Zarepour said the satellite, which
weighs about 50 kilograms, was
put in orbit 750 kilometers above

According to Fars News Agency,
the satellite had started sending
telemetry data.

The Ghaem-100 carrier rock-
et, manufactured by the IRGC’s
Aerospace Division, is capable of
carrying a payload of 100kg. It is

Highest ever orbit conquered

Iran puts research
satellite into orbit

) an orbit higher than 500 kilome-

Iran’s first three-stage solid-fuel
satellite launcher.

Top IRGC officials including chief
commander Hossein Salami and
head of the Aerospace Division
Amir-Ali Hajizadeh as well as ISA

President Hassan Salarieh over-

saw the blastoff.
Over the past decade, Iran has

sent several satellites into orbit,

and in 2013 launched a monkey
into space. In 2020, the IRGC
put Iran’s first military satellite,
dubbed the Nour, into orbit.

Four IRGC advisors
assassinated in
Israeli air raid on Syria

( International Desk )

Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) says
four of its military advisors
have been assassinated in
an Israeli strike in the Syri-
an capital.

The IRGC said in a state-
ment on Saturday that the
advisors were “martyred”
along with a number of
Syrian forces in the attack
in Damascus, Press TV re-
ported.

The attack targeted a
three-story residential
building in the city’s Mezzeh
neighborhood which houses

several diplomatic missions.
“As aresult of an air raid by
the barbaric and criminal
Zionist regime on the city
of Damascus, a number of
Syrian forces and four mili-
tary advisers of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps
were martyred,” the state-
ment said.

The statement further iden-
tified the martyrs as Hojja-
tollah Omidvar, Ali Aqaza-
deh, Hossein Mohammadi,
and Saeed Karimi. It gave no
ranks for them.

Nour News, which is close
to Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council, identified

two of the dead in Damascus
as Brigadier General Sadeq
Omidzadeh, the intelligence
commander of the IRGC’s
Quds Force in Syria, and
his deputy, who goes by the
nom de guerre Hajj Qolam.
The difference in informa-
tion could not be immedi-
ately reconciled.

Israel frequently targets
military positions inside
Syria, especially those of re-
sistance fighters, who have
played a key role in helping
the Syrian army in its fight
against foreign-backed ter-
rorists.

The Tel Aviv regime has over
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the past months carried out
airstrikes on various loca-
tions in Syria and Lebanon
as the illegal entity attempts
to expand its aggression
against Palestinians in the
besieged Gaza Strip to other
fronts across the region.

Iran maintains an advisory
mission in Syria at the re-
quest of Damascus with the
aim of helping the war-torn
Arab country vanquish the
foreign-backed militants

who have been fighting the
democratically-elected Syr-
ian government since 2011.
Last month, an Israeli air
attack on a suburb of Da-
mascus killed Iranian gen-
eral Sayyed Razi Mousavi,
a longtime IRGC adviser in
Syria.

Earlier in December, Israel
also killed two IRGC military
advisors — Mohammad Ali
Ataee and Panah Tagizadeh
— in an attack in Syria.

Resistance leaders

People and security forces gather in
front of a building destroyed in an
Israeli strike in Damascus
on January 20, 2024.

AFP

The IRGC announced in a
statement that the two offi-
cers were martyred against
the backdrop of the relent-
less savagery of the “fake
and child-killing” Israeli re-
gime in Gaza.

attest Gaza as symbol
at Tehran conference

( International Desk )

The 12th Conference of Gaza,
The Symbol of Resistance,
was held in Tehran on Sat-
urday with the participation
of esteemed high-ranking
guests, military officials, and
the families of martyrs of the
resistance front and Iran.

In a message to the confer-
ence, Sayyed Hassan Nas-
rallah, Secretary General of
Lebanon’s Hezbollah resis-
tance movement, noted that
what makes Gaza the symbol
of the resistance is its noble,
ground-breaking, and un-
compromising efforts to rep-
resent the wishes and ambi-
tions of a nation yearning for
dignity and victory.

“The number of military offi-
cers and soldiers killed by the

Palestinian resistance groups
during this recent conflict in
Gaza is multiple times that of
the Israeli casualties in the
Six-Day War in 1967, he said.
The Israeli army, which con-
quered more than 69,000
square kilometers of Muslim
lands during the 1967 war,
has suffered so many losses
in just a part of the Gaza Strip
that forced it to “downplay its
retreats as entering the next
phase of the war,” Nasrallah
highlighted. “So, the con-
ference’s motto was rightly
chosen”

The leader of Hezbollah said
Operation Al-Agsa Storm
had manifold impacts: it de-
bunked Israel’s myth of invin-
cibility, neutralized efforts to
brush aside the Palestinian
cause, and disrupted the nor-

malization route that has al-
ways aimed to put restraints
on the will of the Palestinians.
The deputy commander
of the Quds Force of Iran’s
Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) also maintained
that the operation tarnished
the Zionist regime’s dubious
military, intelligence, and eco-
nomic reputation, which in
turn denied the United States
its source of hope and depen-
dence in the region.
Attending the event, Moham-
mad Reza Fallahzadeh stated
that the Palestinian resis-
tance will continue the fight
with the support of other
resistance groups located in
the West Bank, Lebanon, Irag,
and Yemen.

Yemen's ambassador to Iran
warned against losing steam
in the religious endeavor to
stand up for Gazans, who
are under the most brutal
attacks by the occupying re-
gime, saying that the enemy
is already trying to divide the
resistance and “has realized
the danger”.

Making the remarks at the
12th Gaza Conference, The
Symbol of Resistance, Ebra-
him al-Dailami called for all
Muslims of the world to do
whatever is in their power
to help the oppressed Pales-
tinians, as Allah would repri-
mand them if they didn't.

Iran, Pakistan agree

to de-escalate after airstrikes

Iran and Pakistan
“agreed to de-escalate”
tensions, after trading
deadly airstrikes on
targets in each other’s
territory this week.
The rare military actions
in the porous border
region of Baluchistan -
split between the two
nations - had stoked re-
gional tensions.

Iran carried out a mis-
sile and drone attack
on terrorist targets in
Pakistan on Tuesday
night, with Pakistan in
turn striking militant
targets inside Iran on
Thursday.

Pakistan recalled its
ambassador from Teh-
ran and said Iran’s en-
voy - on a visit home
- was blocked from
returning to I[slamabad.
The United Nations,
Russia and the Unit-
ed States appealed for
restraint, while China
offered to mediate.
But after speaking
by phone, Iran’s For-
eign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian and
his Pakistani counter-
part Jalil Abbas Jilani
agreed to “continue se-

curity cooperation”.
After the call, Amir-Ab-
dollahian said in a
statement “the cooper-
ation of the two coun-
tries to neutralize and
destroy terrorist camps
in Pakistan is essential”.
The two top diplomats
“agreed to de-escalate
the situation,” accord-
ing to a summary of the
conversation released
by Pakistan’s Foreign
Ministry.

They also agreed
“close coordination on
counter terrorism and
other aspects of mutu-
al concern should be
strengthened”.

The two sides want to
cooperate moving for-
ward and return each
other’s ambassadors to

Tehran and Islamabad,
IRNA said.

Meanwhile on Friday,
Pakistan Prime Minis-

ter Anwaar-ul-Haq Ka-
kar held an emergency
security meeting with
military and intelli-
gence chiefs.

A statement after the
meeting said the lead-
ership discussed the
situation following the
airstrikes.

The committee
stressed that existing
communication chan-
nels between Pakistan
and Iran “should be
used to address each
other’s security con-
cerns in the larger in-
terest of regional peace
and stability,” according
to the statement.

UK conducts
50 spy
missions
over Gaza

AFP

C International Desk )

The UK military has flown
50 spy missions over Gaza
since the start of Decem-
ber in support of Israel, an
investigation has revealed.
Investigative journalism
and media organization
Declassified UK said the in-
telligence gathering flights
are conducted using Shad-
ow R1 surveillance aircraft
taking off from Britain’s
controversial Akrotiri air-
base in Cyprus, Al Jazeera
reported.

It said the government re-
fused to confirm the num-
ber of spy flights or what
kind of information was
passed to the Israeli army
when asked.

Palestinian Health Min-
istry says 165 Palestin-
ians were Kkilled and 280
wounded in Gaza over a
24-hour period.

Deadly Israeli air raids
continue to rain down on
Gaza as fighting continues
in Khan Younis and near
Nasser Hospital.

At least 24,927 people
have been killed and
62,388 were wounded
in Israeli attacks on Gaza
since October 7, 2023,
when Hamas fighters en-
tered Israel and took nu-
merous captives.

Musa Abu Marzouk, a
member of the Hamas
political bureau, says the
movement does not want
to keep the Israeli captives
and is seeking a new pris-
oner exchange deal.

“In the end, Israel will be
forced to make a deal, be-
cause it failed during more
than a hundred days of
war to recover any prison-
ers by force,” Abu Marzouk
told the Russian Sputnik
agency.

US President Joe Biden
on Friday said he spoke
with Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
about possible solutions
for the creation of an inde-
pendent Palestinian state,
suggesting one path could
involve a non-militarized
government.

Asked if a two-state solu-
tion was impossible while
Netanyahu was still in of-
fice, Biden said, “No, it’s
not.”

Meanwhile, criminal com-
plaints were filed against
Israeli President Isaac
Herzog for allegedly com-
mitting war crimes in Gaza
while he was in Davos for
the World Economic Fo-
rum, Swiss prosecutors
said Friday.

The Office of the Swiss At-
torney General said: “The
criminal complaints will
be examined according
to the usual procedure,”
Reuters reported. It also
said it would determine
how questions of diplo-
matic immunity operate
given Herzog’s Israeli
citizenship.
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Areport on historic Shahr-e Rey Cement Factory

A plant that narrates industrial, historical, and social transformations of contemporary Iran
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By Sadeq
Dehqan

Staff writer

The cement factory of Shahr-e Rey
stands as a witness to the industrial,
historical, and social transformations
of contemporary Iran. It is true that
old people and places holds numerous
stories and adventures; the tales of an
individual, a family, a group, or even
a specific place or era. Shahr-e Rey Ce-
ment Factory, the oldest cement factory
in Iran and the Middle East, and one of
the pioneers of modern industries in
contemporary Iran, is no exception to
this rule.

Founded in the year 1894 around the
Sorsoreh Mountain and Bibi ShahrBanu
Shrine in the Shahr-e Rey region, south
of the capital, by Reza Shah Pahlavi, it
marked the inception of the Pahlavi as
the country’s first cement production
line. After half a century of activity, the
factory was closed in March 1984 due
to reasons such as urban development
and the emission of smoke and dust.
Over the course of more than half a cen-
tury of Shahr-e Rey Cement Factory’s ac-
tivity, many people’s lives have become
intertwined with its story.

Haj Hassan Farahani and his father
worked together for 90 years at the
Shahr-e Rey Cement Factory, covering
its entire existence until its dissolution.

Even after the factory’s closure, Haj
Hassan did not cease working there,
and for several years, he has been nar-
rating the oral history of the factory
as a guide for the Rey Cement Museum
since its conversion.

Hassan Farahani, who is at his at 70
(born in 1953), commenced his ac-
tivities in the Shahr-e Rey Cement
Factory in 1971 and has experienced
various departments of the factory to
date. His father had also worked in the
factory for over 50 years. The story of
Haj Hassan and the cement factory
intertwines in such a way that when
reviewing their lives, it seems as if you
are flipping through the history of the
factory.
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Foundation story of Shahr-e Rey Cement Factory

Now, hear the story of the establishment
and launch of the oldest cement factory
in the Middle East from the perspective of
Haj Hassan: “In the 18th century, especial-
ly in the latter half, when new industries
were emerging, Ali Qoli Khan Sepahi, a Qa-
jar descendant, returned to Iran in 1917
after graduating from a university in Zu-
rich, Switzerland. From the beginning, he
nurtured the idea of cement production
in Iran because, at that time, Iran did not
have any cement. Although in Iran, two to

three thousand years ago, there was a lime
mortar called “Sarooj” which had a func-
tion similar to cement, the term we recog-
nize today as cement has Roman roots and
means adhesive.

In 1917, Ali Qoli Khan Sepahi signed a
contract with the then Ministry of Public
Works for exclusive cement production
rights in Iran for 30 years. However, due
to coinciding with World War I, this mat-
ter was not brought up in the Parliament.
Until 1925, when Reza Shah Pahlavi an-

nounced his intention to build a nation-
wide railway. At that time, it was conclud-
ed that if they intended to import cement
for this project, it would impose a high cost
on the project and the country. Therefore,
it was decided to establish a cement fac-
tory. Consequently, Ali Qoli Khan, with the
consultation of several engineers, corre-
sponded with Denmark to import a 100-
ton cement production line. With these
preparations, the groundwork for the fac-
tory was laid, and in 1933, alongside the

Sorsoreh and Safayyeh Mountains (seven
kilometers south of Tehran and north of
Shahr-e Rey), the factory was launched.
The raw materials for cement production
include limestone, clay, and a small per-
centage of raw gypsum. Through research,
it was found that the limestone of the Sor-
soreh and Safayyeh mountains was supe-
rior to other areas for building the factory.
For the expansion of the factory, a 200-ton
cement production line was purchased
from Siemens Germany in 1937. Subse-

quently, in 1939, the request to purchase
a 300-ton production line was submitted,
but due to the outbreak of World War II,
the ship carrying the equipment sank
or was confiscated by the Allies in 1941.
However, after four years, in 1955, through
negotiations with Germany, the equipment
reached Iran through the sea, and the third
cement production line of Shahr-e Rey
came into operation. In total, the factory’s
production capacity reached 600 tons per
day”

Special cooling tower technology

The establishment of heavy cement pro-
duction lines requires dedicated power
and energy, and meeting the power
needs for the operation of these lines is
achieved through various methods and
technologies. Some of these methods are
quite interesting and may not be seen
elsewhere.

In 1933, when the first cement produc-
tion line entered the country, the city’s
electricity supply for the factory was
very weak. Consequently, along with
the production line, steam turbines
with a capacity of 1,200 kilowatts were
purchased. Farahani explains the pow-
er generation process of the factory:
“Usually, electricity is produced in ther-
mal power plants and steam turbines
by bringing water to a boiling point to
generate steam, which causes the tur-
bines to rotate and produce electricity.
The continuous production of electricity
requires the recirculation of steam and
hot water through a process. For this

purpose, steam and hot water are direct-
ed towards a cooling tower or a cooling
source located behind the roof. The hot
water enters the tower through bridges,
and through the holes in the bridges, it
pours into the pool at ground level from
a great height like rain, then returns to
the turbine path. This water processing,
especially during cold seasons, gives a
unique appearance to the cooling tower,
as a plume of steam is constantly drawn
from the tower into the sky.

However, the power generation tech-
nology of the Shahr-e Rey Cement Fac-
tory did not rely solely on turbines. To
increase electricity production in 1956,
two diesel generators were purchased
from Germany. Initially, coal was used
as fuel for these machines, and later,
crude oil or mazut was used to meet
their fuel needs. Each of these diesel
machines produced approximately two
and a half megawatts of electricity. In
total, the factory had the capacity to

produce six and a half megawatts of
electricity. At that time, the factory did
not need more than five megawatts
of electricity for its own needs. Thus,
the surplus electricity production of
the factory was sold to places such as
the Reza Shah mausoleum, Hazrat Ab-
dul Azim Hassani shrine, Firoozabadi
Hospital, Imamzadeh Abdullah, Sheikh
Saduq mausoleum, and the Aminabad
Psychiatric Hospital, as well as approx-
imately 500 residential units.
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Generators similar to those on Titanic

According to Farahani, after the disso-
lution of the factory, a few years ago, a
group from Germany came to buy these
diesel generators for themselves. In
response, we said, “These machines,
which are manufactured by you and
were originally sold to Iran as obsolete,
how come you are interested in buying
them now?” The Germans said that in
total, four generators were produced
initially, one was sold to Turkey whose

fate is unknown and probably lost. An-
other machine was on the Titanic ship,
which sank, leaving only these two ma-
chines that we intend to take to Germa-
ny for use in the museum. They were
willing to equip the entire cement fac-
tory as a museum in exchange for these
generators, but in the end, the Germans’
request was not accepted, and these two
machines were preserved as part of the
factory’s heritage.

Establishment of museum

Shahr-e Rey Cement Factory, wholly
owned by the government, was officially
dissolved on March 1, 1985 due to pub-
lic complaints about pollution and the
production and emission of dust. After a
few years of closure, it was decided that,
due to its position, potential, and capac-
ity as a heritage site, it would be trans-
formed into the “Rey Cement Museum.”
According to him, the first phase of this
museum, inaugurated in 2022, includes
the cooling tower section, diesel power
generators, and the clinker storage ware-

house (the main material for cement
production), and the factory’s document
center. The next phase of the museum in-
cludes the operation of the mining section,
maintenance and parts section of cement
machinery, which will be operational in
the next two to three years. In this phase,
the first cement kiln in the Middle East and
the cement raw material mill will also be
included. In the second phase of the mu-
seum, a section is also considered for the
establishment of startups, creative busi-
nesses, and technology-based firms.

Document section of museum

The document section of the Shahr-e
Rey Cement Factory is one of the inter-
esting and fascinating sections of the
Rey Cement Museum. In this section,
documents related to the factory’s per-
sonnel, spanning over a hundred and
ten years, from the time the idea of es-
tablishing the factory was conceived by
Ali Qoli Khan Sepahi until the dissolu-
tion of the factory, have been collected.

According to him, the documents and
records in this section include files of
the first-generation personnel (fathers)
and second-generation personnel
(sons) and some documents related
to various company expenses such as
salary payments, purchases of parts
and machinery needed by the factory,

as well as architectural drawings, ma-
chinery drawings, and memories of the
workers, social, welfare, and cultural
issues related to them.

The first-generation factory workers
include individuals who were engaged
in factory activities from the beginning
of its establishment until 1980 and
were all retired after that year. From
1980 onwards, 600 new employees
were hired, and until the dissolution of
the factory in 1984, they were all still
working. After the dissolution, these in-
dividuals were rehired. In the document
section, cloth folders contain files of the
first-generation personnel, and metal
files include files of the second-genera-
tion personnel.



