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Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has 
strongly condemned the assassination 
of five Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) advisers in an Israeli missile strike 
in Syria, saying such “cowardly” acts will 
not go unanswered.
“Certainly, the continuation of such ter-
rorist and criminal acts, which are in-
dicative of the increasing failure and 
defeats of the illegitimate Zionist regime 
in achieving its malicious goals and the 
depth of its frustration with the fighters 
of the resistance front, will not go unan-
swered by the Islamic Republic of Iran,” 
Raisi said in a statement on Saturday, 
Press TV reported.
The IRGC said earlier in the day that four 
of its members serving on a military ad-
visory mission in Syria were assassinated 
in an Israeli strike on a residential build-
ing in Damascus. It said later than a fifth 
adviser had succumbed to his injuries.
“The recent crimes of the usurping Zion-
ist regime, which…. are committed under 
the shadow of the support of hegemonic 
countries, chief among them the United 
States, and the silence of international or-
ganizations will undoubtedly be another 
stain on the black record of all self-pro-
claimed human rights advocates,” the 
president said.
He also offered his condolences to the 
families of the martyrs, the Iranian lead-

ership, and the entire nation.
Iran maintains an advisory mission in 
Syria at the request of Damascus to help 
the war-torn Arab country fight off for-
eign-backed militants who have been 
fighting the democratically-elected Syrian 
government since 2011.
Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian said Iranian military 
advisers will continue their anti-terror 
mission in the region in defiance of Isra-
el’s “cowardly” assassination operations.
“Undoubtedly, the Zionists’ defeat against 
the will of the people of Gaza cannot be 
compensated by such cowardly terrorist 
acts,” Amir-Abdollahian said in an X post 
on Saturday.
Also, Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser 

Kanaani strongly condemned the “mur-
derous and aggressive” Israeli attack, 
adding that the repeated violation of 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of Syria and the escalation of aggressive 
and provocative attacks on various tar-
gets in the Arab country by the criminal 
and child-killing Zionist regime shows 
the helplessness of Tel Aviv on the battle-
field against resistance forces in Gaza and 
the West Bank in the past hundred days, 
and a desperate attempt by the regime to 
spread instability and insecurity across 
the region.
The Israeli regime has ramped up its air-
strikes on Syria since early October, when 
it launched the ongoing genocidal war 
against the Gaza Strip.

United Nations Secretary-General Antó-
nio Guterres on Sunday denounced Is-
rael for the “heartbreaking” deaths of 
Palestinian civilians, including 152 UN 
staff members in Gaza.
Addressing the opening of a summit of 
the G77+China in the Ugandan capital 
Kampala, he called the deaths “a heart-
breaking tragedy” for the organization, 
for their families, and for those they 
were serving in Gaza.
Guterres was in Kampala to attend the 
summits of G77+China and the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM).
“Israel’s military operations have 
spread mass destruction and killed ci-
vilians on a scale unprecedented during 
my time as secretary-general,” Guterres 
said.
Lamenting the humanitarian situation 
in Gaza, Guterres said, “People are dy-
ing not only from bombs and bullets, 
but from lack of food and clean water, 
hospitals without power and medicine, 
and grueling journeys to ever-smaller 
slivers of land to escape the fighting.”
He also called it unacceptable to resist 
statehood for the Palestinian people. 
Guterres added that the refusal to ac-
cept the two-state solution for Israelis 
and Palestinians is totally unacceptable, 
saying denying Palestinians the right to 
statehood “would indefinitely prolong a 
conflict that has become a major threat 
to global peace and security”.
Guterres also warned against letting the 
war spread to other areas of the Middle 
East. “We must do all we can to prevent 
spillover of this conflict across the re-
gion – in the West Bank, across the Blue 
Line between Israel and Lebanon, and 
in Syria, Iraq and the Red Sea.”
The Gaza Health Ministry said the death 
toll in the besieged strip has surpassed 
25,000 people. 

NAM document
A document released late Saturday at 
the end of the NAM summit included a 
condemnation of “the illegal Israeli mil-
itary aggression on the Gaza Strip, the 
indiscriminate attacks against Palestin-
ian civilians, civilian objects, the forced 
displacement of the Palestinian popula-

tion” and called for an immediate and 
durable humanitarian cease-fire.
On the sidelines of the summit of the 
NAM in Kampala, the UN chief held a 
meeting with Iran’s First Vice President 
Mohammad Mokhber on Saturday.
The Iranian official criticized the veto 
power existing in the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC), calling it an 
unfair mechanism that weakens the UN 
position.
“If such a power had not existed, many 
Palestinian women and children would 
have not been killed because of Security 
Council resolutions vetoed by the Unit-
ed States,” he added.
He also dismissed the idea of a two-
state solution to the conflict between 
Palestine and the Zionist regime, 
stressing that the Palestinian people 
must decide their own fate through the 
ballot box.
“The Islamic Republic, therefore, rejects 
a two-state solution to the issue of Pal-
estine and believes that the only demo-
cratic solution to the issue is referring to 
the public votes of all Palestinian people 
as their right to self-determination with-
out the others making decisions for that 
nation.” Hailing the UN secretary gener-
al’s stances against the Israeli regime’s 
crimes in Gaza, Mokhber highlighted re-
gional countries’ serious concern about 
the spread of war with the continuation 
of the Zionist atrocities.
Guterres said that Iran should act as 
one of the main pillars of what he called 
a new Middle East where the country 
should play an active role in promoting 
peace.

‘Immediate halt’ to aggression
Meanwhile, Palestinian resistance 
group Hamas called on Sunday for Isra-
el to immediately stop its “aggression” 
in Gaza and said only Palestinian people 
would decide the territory’s future.
Hamas said in a 16-page document justi-
fying its October 7 attacks in southern Is-
rael that it wanted “the immediate halt of 
the Israeli aggression on Gaza, the crimes 
and ethnic cleansing committed against 
the entire Gaza population”.

Reuters, AFP, Tasnim, and Mehr news 
agency contributed to this report.
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Iran vows revenge for Israeli 
assassination of IRGC advisers in Syria

US forces injured in attack 
on base in Iraq: Official

UN chief raps Israel for ‘heartbreaking’ 
deaths, including 152 staffers'
Iran criticizes ‘unfair’ UNSC veto mechanism

US personnel suffered minor in-
juries and a member of Iraq’s 
security forces was wounded in 
an attack on Iraq’s Ain al-Asad 
air base on Saturday, a US official 
said, speaking on condition of an-
onymity.
The US military’s Central Com-
mand said in a statement that the 
base was hit by multiple ballistic 
missiles and rockets from inside 
Iraq. The statement did not con-
firm the extent of any US injuries 
but said personnel were being 
evaluated for traumatic brain inju-
ry, Reuters reported.
The Islamic Resistance in Iraq, 
an umbrella group of anti-terror 
fighters, in a statement published 
on its Telegram channel claimed 
responsibility for the attack on the 
Ain al-Asad air base, located about 
160 kilometers (100 miles) west of 
the capital Baghdad, on Saturday 
evening.
It said the base was targeted by a 
large number of rockets and the 
projectiles “directly hit their tar-
gets.”
Since the Israel-Hamas war be-
gan in October, the US military 
has come under attack at least 58 
times in Iraq and another 83 times 
in Syria by militias, usually with a 

mix of rockets and one-way attack 
drones.
The US has 900 troops in Syria and 
2,500 in Iraq on a mission to ad-
vise and assist local forces trying 
to prevent a resurgence of Daesh, 
which in 2014 seized large parts 
of both countries before being de-
feated.
A senior Iraqi commander has 
said the Baghdad government is 
determined to end the presence of 
foreign troops from the US-led mil-
itary coalition purportedly formed 
to fight the Takfiri Daesh terrorist 
group.
The spokesman for Iraq’s Joint 
Operations Command (JOC), Brig-
adier General Yahya Rasool un-
derscored that with the presence 
of capable Iraqi forces, the US-led 
military coalition in Iraq is no lon-
ger needed.
Iraqi Prime Minister Moham-
med Shia’ al-Sudani on Thursday 
repeated his call for the US-led 
coalition to depart his country, 
stressing that Baghdad demands 
the immediate withdrawal of the 
forces due to their destabilizing 
activities.
“It is also a necessity for preserv-
ing constructive bilateral relations 
between Iraq and the coalition 
countries,” the Iraqi prime minis-
ter noted.
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