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Explore the enchanting beauty of
Banood village’s rocky shoreline

Y
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Known for its rocky beach and
close proximity to the Persian
Gulf, Banood village is a popu-
lar tourist attraction in Bushehr
Province. One of the reasons
tourists are drawn to this pristine
and beautiful beach is the rocky
shoreline that opens up to the sea.
Camping on the beach at night al-
lows for the opportunity to enjoy
the moonlight, light a fire, sit on
the rocks, watch the biolumines-
centplankton, andlistentotheen-
chanting sound ofthe waves while
witnessing the moon descending
into the sea. Perhaps the most
fascinating part of camping in the
darkness of the night is the plea-
sure of seeing the surroundings at
dawn to discover what wonders it
hasto offer.

After exploring the small beach,
take a walk around it to reach a

small hill. If you can rappel down,
you will find a small cave on the
left, which leads to a larger cave
where the waves of the beach and
the sunlight enter through its two
openings, presenting indescrib-
able beauty to your eyes. Banood
Cave is undoubtedly one of the
main attractions of this area, con-
sidered a suitable place for pho-
tography and capturing unique
moments. Therefore, a trip to
Banood would not be complete
without visiting it. Banood Beach
is relatively close to Assaluyeh,
free from environmental pollu-
tion. Therefore, when visiting this
area, it's important not to leave
any traces behind to preserve its
untouched nature.

The Banood village coast, like
other southern areas of Iran, can
be very hot and exhausting in
late spring and summer. There-
fore, the best time to visit Banood

Beach is in late autumn, winter,
and early spring, when the weath-
er is mild and pleasant. It’s best
to plan your visit for the middle
of the week to avoid the weekend
crowds oflocal people.

As Banood Beach lacks facilities,
make sure to bring your own
water and food. You can obtain
the necessary supplies from As-
saluyeh or Banood village. If you
visitduring the touristseason, be-
ware that the weather gets colder
at sunset, so warm clothing is es-
sential. Additionally, mosquitoes
tend to appear at sunset, so it’s
advisable to bringinsectrepellent
for protection. If you're consid-
ering camping on this beautiful
beach, ensureyouhaveall thenec-
essary equipment.

While at Banood Beach, consider
enjoying activities such as volley-
ball, beach football, and sandcas-
tle building, or simply relax and

sunbathe. As the sea water here
is relatively clean, ask the locals
for a suitable place for swimming
and water sports. Boating in this
area is also enjoyable; you can
rent fishing boats for this purpose
fromlocal fishermen.

If you're interested, camping on
Banood Beach can offer a memo-
rable stay in the heart of nature.
Alternatively, you can head to As-
saluyeh or Siraf Port (75 kilometers
away) foraccommodations.

The village of Banood is situat-
ed in the southernmost part of
Bushehr Province, bordering
Hormuzgan provinces. This vil-
lage boasts a rich history, with
remnants of a Sassanid dam, wa-
ter mills, and the Nahire Spring.
The surrounding springs, ponds,
and palm trees offer an ideal set-
ting for tourists seeking tranquil-
ity away from the hustle and bus-
tle of city life.

A silk carpet woven in different colours with a blossoming tree, two flower
vases and cartouches with an inscription in National Museums Scotland from

Iran, Kashan

Central Asian collection
at National Museums Scotland

When the Department of Histo-
ry and Applied Art at National
Museums Scotland (NMS) un-
derwent restructuring and the
world cultures collections were
established separately in 2004,
the Middle East and South Asia
(MESA) was created as a section
independent from that of East
and Central Asia (ECA).
Geographically, the Middle East
was defined as an area from Tur-
keyto Afghanistanandincluding
the Levantand the Arabic Penin-
sula as well as the North Africa,
whereas ECA would comprise
a territory from Turkmenistan
and Kazakhstan to Japan. This
division had been setin advance
through the interests the re-
spective curators had developed
over years before, although with
one exception.

Central Asia, which corresponds
with what was formerly Turke-
stan, had been a region with no
clear responsibility, but rather a
field of opportunistic attention.

Jennifer M. Scarce, while the cu-
rator in charge of the collections
of Eastern Cultures from the
early 1960s had specialised in
the Middle East, with the Mus-
lim western Central Asia being
part of her remit. On her retire-
ment in 1998, Jane Wilkinson,
who had concentrated as her
assistant on the Far East and
subsequently become curator
for these collections, took over
the region of Central Asia in its
entirety.

With this internal division fol-
lowing the national borders
of the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, Ulrike Al-Khamis, ap-
pointed curator for the Middle
Eastern and South Asian collec-
tions and succeeding Jennifer
Scarce, inherited all those Cen-
tral Asian objectsand specimens
that originated from the Turk-
mens, Uzbeks and Tajiks who
have settled in the present-day
territory of Afghanistan and
Iran.

Unlike North Africa which re-
mained with its predominant
Muslim population an indisput-
able part of the Middle East, the
new allocation of responsibil-
ities for the Central Asian hold-
ings neglected existing cultural
affiliations.

This inconsistency had to be re-
solved, and itwas felt that for the
purpose of best care the Central
Asian collection should be split,
taking into account Turkestan’s
longstanding historical and cul-
tural relationships to its south-
ernand easternneighbours. Fol-
lowingthe Arab conquestofIran
in the 7th century, Transoxiana
had become a frontier area of
thenew Muslim empire. Itslarge
cities of Bukhara and Samarqa-
nd were hubs of the main trade
routes, facilitating the economic
exchangebetween Chinaandthe
‘AbbasidIragq.

As the heart of the Timurid Em-
pire in the late 14th and 15th
centuries, this region devel-

oped into a centre for artistic
innovations within the Iranian
world, establishing styles and
forms that continued to be stan-
dards for patronage even under
the succeeding dynasties. The
attempt of Russian power in
the 20th century to replace the
Islamic cultural tradition by a
common ideology for all Sovi-
et citizens did not prove to be
successful; rather people have
adhered to their ethnic identity
andbelief. Toreflectthesestrong
connections of western Central
Asia with the Islamic world, the
decision was made that the col-
lections from Chinese Turke-
stan, now the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region, which
had throughout history experi-
enced mainly Chinese influence,
would stay with ECA, while the
holdings from the Central Asian
Republics of Turkmenistan, Uz-
bekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan,
and Kazakhstan would be trans-
ferred tothe MESA section.

Theaboveisalightly editedversion of partofa chapter entitled, ‘The Central Asian Collection at National Museums Scotland: History

and perspective, fromabook¢titled, ‘The Shaping of Persian Art: Collections and Interpretations of the Art of Islamiclran and Central
Asia’edited by Yuka Kadoi and Ivan Szanto, published by Cambridge Scholars Publishing.




