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Iran qualifies for Asian Cup 
last 16 after beating UAE

Former Israeli prime minister 
Ehud Barak has warned that 
Israel would find itself “sink-
ing in the Gaza mud for years 
to come” if Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu main-
tains his fragile grip on power,
The stern warning carries 
weight, considering that Isra-
el’s well-equipped army is al-
ready mired in the Gaza Strip. 
Over a hundred days have 
passed since the Israeli ag-
gression on Gaza, and thus far, 
Israeli soldiers have failed to 
uncover any trace of an Israeli 
captive in Gaza. The loss of 24 
Israeli soldiers and officers 
on Monday in central Gaza is 
evidence that Hamas remains 
active. Many Israeli officials 
labeled Monday as a “diffi-
cult day” for Israel. This is the 
highest number of casualties 
for the Israeli army since the 
October 7 attack by Hamas on 
the occupied territories, even 
as Israel was gearing up for a 
post-Hamas Gaza.
In recent days, various plans 
have been put forward for the 
governance of Gaza after the 
war, with the central premise 
of all such proposals being 
the eradication of Hamas. The 
heavy blow suffered by the 
Israeli army on January 22 
poured cold water on Israel’s 
and its supporters’ plans for 
post-war Gaza. However, this 
does not imply that the Israe-
li war machine has stalled in 
the Gaza Strip; rather, it ex-
emplifies the challenges that 
Netanyahu and Israel will 
face in the days to come, un-
derscoring the complexities of 
the war in the 
Pa l e s t i n i a n 
territory. Military superiority 
will not necessarily guarantee 
the desired outcomes.
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Netanyahu seeking  
political salvation  
by prolonging war 

Leader urges Muslim nations to cut off 
Israel's vital arteries 7
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India in talks with Iran to resume 
crude oil imports

Iran, Pakistan must work together 
to root out terrorist groups: MP

An Iranian lawmaker said Iran and Pakistan, as victims of terrorism, must stand together in 
eliminating terrorist groups along their borders. In an interview with Iran Daly, Fada-Hos-
sein Maleki expressed his country’s expectation that Pakistan would join hands with Iran 
until the complete eradication of the threat of terrorism.

Israeli protesters hold a 
banner featuring Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
during a rally against his 
far-right cabinet in northern 
Israel on January 23, 2024.  
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Israeli troops carry the coffin of fellow 
soldier Captain Elkana Vizel during 
his funeral in the Mount Herzl military 
cemetery in Al-Quds on January 23, 
2024.
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24 Israeli soldiers killed in deadliest day of Gaza invasion
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Iran secured a place in the AFC Asian Cup 
knockouts as Team Melli was victorious 
in its third game with a 2-1 win over the 
UAE in Al Rayyan’s Education City Stadi-
um of Qatar on Tuesday.
Iranian Striker Mehdi Taremi scored two 
goals for Iran while two other goals by 
Ali Qolizadeh and Mohammad Mohebbi 
were denied for Iran by VAR. A goal by 
Yahya Al-Ghassani was not enough for 
the UAE to stop Iran.  
After the match, Iran sealed top spot 
with nine points in the Group C of the 
2023 AFC Asian Cup.


