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Leader of the Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei called on 
Muslim countries to cut off their polit-
ical and economic relations with the 
Israeli regime. 
Ayatollah Khamenei made the remarks 
on Tuesday during a meeting with those 
in charge of a congress of 24,000 mar-
tyrs of Tehran Province, Press TV re-
ported.
The Leader criticized officials of the 
Muslim countries for making “wrong” 

statements about Israel’s genocidal 
war on the Gaza Strip, saying they raise 
issues such as a cease-fire, which is be-
yond their control and lies in the hands 
of the Israeli regime.
“The issue that is in the hands of the 
officials of the Muslim countries is to 
cut off the vital lifelines of the Zionist 
regime,” Ayatollah Khamenei added.
“Muslim countries should sever their 
political and economic ties with the Zi-
onist regime, and not help this regime.”

The Leader asserted that the Pales-
tinian nation will emerge victorious 
despite hardships and inappropriate 
conduct of the authorities of Muslim 
countries.
Since the beginning of Israel’s onslaught 
on the Gaza Strip, at least 25,490 people 
have been killed in the Palestinian terri-
tory, mostly women and children.
However, resistance groups in Gaza 
have managed to inflict heavy losses on 
the Israeli army. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian said the decision 
made by the US and Britain to launch 
strikes on Yemen was “a strategic mis-
take”. 
Amir-Abdollahian made the remarks 
in New York where he is scheduled to 
take part in a meeting of the UN Secu-
rity Council on Palestine.
“We sent out a strongly-worded mes-
sage and stern warning to Americans. 
The decision by the United States and 
the United Kingdom to jointly attack 
areas in Yemen poses threats to re-
gional peace and security, and expands 
the scope of the [Gaza] war,” he added.
He emphasized that he had sharply 
criticized London for escalation of 
tensions in the Red Sea and launching 
military strikes against Yemen, and de-
scribed the moves as “a strategic mis-
take” during a meeting with his Brit-
ish counterpart David Cameron on the 
sidelines of the 54th annual meeting 
of the World Economic Forum in the 
Swiss city of Davos.
On Monday, US and British forces 
launched strikes at eight different lo-
cations in Yemen, with support from 
Australia, Bahrain, Canada and the 
Netherlands, according to a joint state-
ment signed by the six countries.
A senior US military official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said rough-

ly 25 to 30 munitions were fired, in-
cluding from warplanes launched from 
a US aircraft carrier.
So far, eight rounds of strikes over the 
past month have failed to stop attacks 
by Yemeni Armed Forces against ship-
ping linked to the Israeli regime.

Strikes won’t go ‘unpunished’
Military strikes by the United States 
and Britain will not go “unpunished,” 
Yemen’s Ansarallah resistance move-
ment warned on Tuesday.
“These attacks will not go unanswered 
and unpunished,” military spokesman 
Yahya Saree posted on X, formerly 
Twitter, listing raids in Sana’a, Hodei-
da, Taez and Al-Bayda provinces.
Senior officials from Yemen’s Ansar-
allah movement strongly condemned 
the latest US and UK strikes against 
the Arab country, stressing that such 
assaults will not deter Yemeni armed 
forces from pressing ahead with their 
operations against ships bound to Is-
raeli ports.
Yemeni forces say they will continue to 
block Israeli ships or vessels heading 
to ports in the occupied Palestinian 
lands until the Tel Aviv regime’s ag-
gression stops and the siege on Pales-
tinians in the Gaza Strip is lifted.
Yemenis have declared their open sup-
port for Palestine’s struggle against 
the Israeli regime since it launched a 
devastating war on Gaza on October 7. 
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24 Israeli soldiers killed in deadliest day of Gaza invasion
Israel said Tuesday 24 soldiers were 
killed in the biggest single-day losses 
since the start of its ground war in 
Gaza amid growing pressure on the re-
gime to find a way to end the conflict.
The heavy clashes came US media 
reported a new Israeli proposal for a 
deal that would involve a two-month 
pause in fighting.
Twenty-four soldiers were killed on 
Monday, with the army saying 21 of them 
were reservists slain when rocket-pro-
pelled grenade fire hit a tank and two 
buildings they were trying to blow up.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said an investigation was launched 

into the “disaster” and that Israel 
“must learn the necessary lessons”. 
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said the 
“deaths of 24 of our fighters, our best 
sons... is a heavy blow”.
On the ground, fighting raged in Khan 
Yunis, the biggest city in southern 
Gaza, which the army said it had “en-
circled”.
Witnesses said powerful explosions 
rocked Khan Yunis, as well as Deir 
al-Balah in north Gaza and Rafah in 
the south.
The Gaza war broke out with Hamas’s 
unprecedented October 7 attacks, 
which resulted in the deaths of about 

1,140 people in Israel.
In response, Israel has carried out a 
relentless offensive that has killed at 
least 25,490 people in Gaza, mostly 
women and children, according to the 
health ministry in the Hamas-run ter-
ritory.
The Hamas attack also saw about 
250 hostages seized, and Israel says 
around 132 remain in Gaza. That num-
ber includes the bodies of at least 28 
dead hostages, according to an AFP 
tally based on Israeli figures.
A week-long truce in November saw 
105 hostages released, the Israelis 
among them in exchange for Palestin-

ian prisoners held in Israeli jails.

New truce deal 
US news outlet Axios reported on 
Monday night that Israel had proposed 
to Hamas, via Qatari and Egyptian me-
diators, a new deal to free all the hos-
tages.
The report, citing unnamed Israeli of-
ficials, said the proposed deal would 
be carried out in multiple stages, and 
would also involve the release of an 
undetermined number of Palestinian 
prisoners.
US State Department spokesman Ve-
dant Patel said Washington still be-

lieved “a two-state solution, a creation 
of a Palestinian state, is the only path 
that gets us out of this endless cycle of 
violence”.
Netanyahu has steadfastly rejected calls 
for the creation of a Palestinian state.
EU foreign affairs chief Josep Borrell 
on Tuesday said that Israel cannot be 
allowed to unilaterally block the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state after the 
war in Gaza.
“One thing is clear – Israel cannot have 
the veto right to the self-determination 
of the Palestinian people,” Borrell told 
a Brussels press conference with his 
Egyptian counterpart.

A British Air Force Typhoon takes off to carry out airstrikes on Yemen from RAF Akrotiri 
in Cyprus on January 22, 2024.
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