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The Islamic Republic of Iran has 
welcomed the top UN court’s rul-
ing in the Israel-Gaza case with its 
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian congratulating South Af-
rica on its success in taking legal 
proceedings against Israel for its 
genocidal crimes in the besieged 
strip.
“I would like to congratulate the 
South African government and 
people, the people of Palestine 
and South Africa’s Foreign Minis-
ter Naledi Pandor on the country’s 
success in its lawsuit against the 
Zionist regime with the Interna-
tional Court of Justice,” Amir-Ab-
dollahian said in a post on his X 
account on Friday. 
The World Court ordered Israel 
on Friday to prevent acts of geno-
cide against Palestinians and do 
more to help civilians, although it 
stopped short of ordering a cease-
fire as requested by the plaintiff 
South Africa.
The foreign minister reiterated his 
country’s support for the South Af-
rican government’s initiative, add-
ing, “Today, the officials of the fake 
Israeli regime are the most notori-
ous people for the world’s public 
opinion who have to be brought to 
justice immediately for committing 
genocide and unprecedented war 
crimes against the Palestinians”.
“I should reiterate that the White 
House’s all-out support for the 
crimes by the Zionists will never 
be forgotten and will be pursued 
by public opinion. I ask all my 
counterparts in the world to sup-
port the action of South Africa at 
the ICJ,” he said.
In separate comments, Iranian 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Nass-
er Kanaani denounced the Israeli 
regime’s “hostile” reaction to the 
ICJ’s order for the regime to pre-
vent acts of genocide in the Gaza 
Strip.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu rejected the claim of 
genocide as “outrageous” and 
claimed Israel would continue to 
defend itself.
However, he welcomed the ICJ’s 
decision not to order a cease-fire. 
Israel claims it makes the utmost 
efforts to avoid civilian casualties.
Reflecting criticism of Israel voiced 
in the court’s ruling, a headline in 
Israel’s Jerusalem Post read: “ICJ 
badmouths Israel for 35 minutes, 
then Israel wins”.

Split reactions
Reactions to the top UN court’s 
ruling Friday in the Israel-Gaza 
case were split along the lines of 
the war raging in the Palestinian 
territory.
The United States reiterated its 
position that allegations Israel has 
committed genocide in Gaza are 
“unfounded”.
“We continue to believe that alle-
gations of genocide are unfounded 
and note the court did not make a 
finding about genocide or call for a 
cease-fire in its ruling,” a US State 
Department spokesman said.
“Today marks a decisive victory for 
the international rule of law and a 
significant milestone in the search 
for justice for the Palestinian peo-
ple,” said the Foreign Affairs Minis-
try of South Africa, which brought 
the case before the ICJ.

Saudi Arabia welcomed the ICJ’s 
decision and called for the inter-
national community to “hold Isra-
el accountable” for “violations” of 
international law.
Qatar’s Foreign Ministry “wel-
comed the provisional measures” 
ordered by the ICJ, calling them a 
“victory for humanity... and inter-
national justice”.
Kuwait welcomed an “important 
step” in the conflict, emphasizing 
the “imperative” for Israel to “re-
spect this decision as well as the 
principles of international law, 
humanitarian law and UN resolu-
tions,” according to a Foreign Min-
istry press release.
“We will continue to advocate for 
peace and an end to war, the re-
lease of hostages, access to human-
itarian aid and the establishment 
of a Palestinian state alongside Is-
rael, so that both nations coexist in 
peace and security,” Spain’s Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez said.
The French Foreign Ministry em-
phasized “the importance” of 
Israel’s “strict compliance with 
international humanitarian law” 
and welcomed the ICJ’s call “for 
the immediate and unconditional 
release of the Israeli soldiers”.
“We hope that Israel’s attacks 
against women, children and 
the elderly will come to an end,” 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan said, calling the ruling 
“valuable”.

Win and setback
Palestinians said the World Court 
let them down by failing to order a 
halt to the Israeli military offensive 
in Gaza, but they also described 
the proceedings as a victory which 
had inspired hope of accountabil-
ity.
“The ICJ order is an important re-
minder that no state is above the 
law,” Palestinian Foreign Minis-
ter Riyad al-Maliki said in a video 
statement, adding that the ruling 
“should serve as a wake-up call for 
Israel and actors who enabled its 
entrenched impunity”.
“The (International) Court of Justice’s 
decision is an important develop-
ment which contributes to isolat-
ing Israel and exposing its crimes 
in Gaza,” said the Palestinian resis-
tance group Hamas.
“Orders of the International Court 
of Justice are binding on the par-
ties and they must comply with 
them. The European Union expects 
their full, immediate and effective 
implementation,” the bloc said.
“The World Court’s landmark de-
cision puts Israel and its allies on 
notice that immediate action is 
needed to prevent genocide and 
further atrocities against Pal-
estinians in Gaza,” said Balkees 
Jarrah, associate international 
justice director at Human Rights 
Watch.
The UN Security Council will meet 
next week over the decision by the 
global body’s top court calling for 
Israel to prevent genocidal acts in 
Gaza, the council’s presidency an-
nounced Friday.
The Wednesday meeting was 
called for by Algeria, whose Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs said it would 
give “binding effect to the pro-
nouncement of the International 
Court of Justice on the provisional 
measures imposed on the Israeli 
occupation”.

The Iranian Foreign Minis-
try dismissed “interventionist 
comments” from the European 
troika about the recent launch 
of a homegrown satellite, say-
ing there are no restrictions on 
Iran’s scientific and practical 
activities in in the field of aero-
space.
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Nasser Kanaani on Saturday criti-
cized the “interventionist” stance 
of France, Germany, and Britain, 
laid out in a joint statement on 
January 26, about Iran’s launch of 
Soraya satellite into a low Earth 

orbit (LEO), with the Qaem-100 
space launch vehicle (SLV).
“In spite of a series of arbitrary 
interpretations rooted in the 
unilateral tendencies of certain 
parties, there are no limits to the 
Islamic Republic of Iran’s scien-
tific and applied activities in the 
sphere of space research under 
international regulations.
“Accordingly, our country cat-
egorically rejects the imposi-
tion of such unconventional 
approaches,” the Iranian official 
stated.
In a joint statement released on 
Friday, France, Germany, and the 
UK alleged that Qaem-100 space 

launch vehicle uses technology 
essential for the development 
of a long-range ballistic missile 
system that could allow Iran to 
launch longer-range projectiles.
“We remain committed to taking 
every diplomatic step to prevent 
Iran from developing nuclear 
weapons and to hold Iran to 
account for its destabilizing ac-
tivity in the region and interna-
tionally,” the European troika’s 
statement said.
Tehran, Kanaani said, does not 
wait for permission from certain 
countries in order to use peace-
ful technologies for scientific ad-
vances.
He also said Iran reserves the 
“inalienable and legitimate right” 
to make scientific and research 
advances in the field of aero-
space.
The “interventionist comments” 
from the European troika, which 
denote their egotistical views 
regarding Iran’s progress, will 
by no means make a dent in the 
Iranian nation’s determination 
to make steady headway in sci-
ence and technology, the official 
stated.
The Soraya satellite, developed 
by the Iranian Space Research 
Center, was sent into a 750-km 
Low Earth orbit on January 20. 
The launch was overseen by the 
aerospace division of the Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC).

Iran has defended the satellite 
launch, with the IRGC saying 
that it will serve both scientific 
and defense purposes, enhancing 
Iran’s capabilities in space explo-
ration and technology. 
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Iran hails ICJ verdict against Israel, 
urging trial of regime officials
Court ruling makes waves

Iran: No restrictions on scientific activities in aerospace field

Yemen’s Houthis hit 
Trafigura fuel tanker

Raisi prioritizes 
security at  
Iran-Pakistan border

Yemen’s Houthis on Friday stepped up attacks on vessels tran-
siting the Red Sea, including a hit that sparked a fire on a fuel 
tanker operated on behalf of trading firm Trafigura.
Trafigura said a missile struck the fuel tanker Marlin Luanda 
as it transited the Red Sea. The tanker was carrying Russian 
naphtha purchased below the price cap in line with G7 sanc-
tions, a Trafigura spokesperson said, Reuters reported.
Firefighting equipment on board was being deployed to sup-
press and control a fire in one cargo tank on the starboard 
side, the company said in an emailed statement.
“We remain in contact with the vessel and are monitoring the 
situation carefully,” it said, adding military ships were under-
way to provide assistance.
The Al Mayadeen Network, citing informed sources, announced 
that the British ship was carrying fuel for Israeli bombers. The 
network added that the ship was heading towards the occupied 
Palestinian territories, not Greece, IRNA reported.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raeisi said the border between Iran 
and Pakistan must be safeguarded against any sort of insecu-
rity.
Raisi made the statement in a meeting with Pakistan’s new 
Ambassador to Tehran Muhammad Mudassir Tipu on Satur-
day as the diplomat submitted his credentials to the president, 
Press TV reported.
“The Islamic Republic of Iran believes borders are an opportu-
nity for economic exchanges and the promotion of security of 
the neighboring countries,” the president said.
He urged the two countries to implement common plans to 
battle terrorism and organized crime.
The Pakistani envoy, for his part, hailed Raisi’s effective role in 
settling recent tensions between the two countries and wel-
comed the Iranian president’s roadmap to a coherent commu-
nity of regional countries.
In a post on his X account earlier in day, Mohammad Jamshidi, 
the Iranian president’s deputy chief of staff for political affairs, 
also pointed to the meeting between Raisi and Mudassir. “It’s 
the US that benefits from terrorism. Our borders are opportu-
nity, not threat,” Jamshidi wrote.
“Strong Pakistan and Iran are critical for region and to pro-
mote historic people to people ties. Time to turn a new leaf,” 
Mudassir wrote in his X account.

Soraya satellite is being prepared to be launched into a 750-km orbit with the 
Qaem 100 satellite launcher on January 20, 2024.

  IRNA

International Desk

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi (R) receives the credentials of 
Pakistan’s new Ambassador to Tehran Muhammad Mudassir Tipu 
on January 27, 2024. 
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Your actions  
in Gaza are 

not genocidal 
compared 
to ours 

elsewhere!
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