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Iran: No 
restrictions 
on scientific 
activities in 
aerospace 
field

8

Glass half 
empty of 
energy 
landscape

Editor-in-chief 

By Mostafa 
Shirmohammadi
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Sabalenka 
overpowers Zheng 
to retain Australian 
Open crown
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Magnificent Lishtar 
Dome in Gachsaran, a 
timeless architectural 
marvel
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Daily delivery of gas to national trunkline 
exceeds 850mcm: Minister 2

Court ruling makes waves

Netanyahu can’t sustain 
war without US aid

Price of normalizing ties 
with Israel heavy now

Yemenis took weapons, missiles 
from previous ruler

Netanyahu to drag US to all fronts for his own gain
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Iran, Armenia 
collaborate to 
facilitate tourism 

Travelers can drive personal 
vehicles between two countries

The vice president of the Iran-Armenia 
Parliamentary Friendship Group an-
nounced the signing of a cooperation 
agreement to facilitate tourism between 
the two countries.

Iran Hails ICJ Verdict 
Against Israel, Urging 
Trial of Regime Officials

Iranian energy authorities 
have been bragging about 
“major achievements” and 
measures taken to alleviate 
a chronic shortage that has 
plagued the country in recent 
years. To be fair, they have 
done a great job, especially 
over the past two years, de-
spite US unilateral sanctions 
on the petroleum industry 
and other leading sectors. 
The latest such feats were an-
nounced by Oil Minister Javad 
Owji, who said an “unprec-
edented” 851 million cubic 
meters of gas is being pumped 
into the national distribution 
network per day, setting a re-
cord in the history of the nat-
ural gas industry. 
A day earlier, Owji’s depu-
ty Mohsen Khojasteh-Mehr 
boasted that the aggregate 
gas output had crossed the 
milestone of one billion cu-
bic meters per day, and that 
they are investing more than 
$70 billion to raise it to 1.5 
bcm per day. The figures are 
jaw-dropping, especially 
when the biting sanctions are 
taken into account. 
Moreover, under Owji, Iran’s 
oil production rebounded 
from 2.2 million barrels per 
day to beyond 3.4 million 
bpd – a rise of more than 
54%– while its crude exports, 
once hitting the rock-bottom 
of 400,000 bpd, skyrocketed 
to around 1.2 million bpd on 
average, posting a three-fold 
hike. 
Last but not least, Iran is also 
pressing ahead with a renew-
ables drive to rip energy from 
its abundant solar and wind 
sources to crank out 20,000 
MW of green electricity per 
day by 2027 and 50,000 MW 
per day by 2031.  
However, this is just a glass-
half-full view of the situation. 
The empty half of the glass, 
which appears to be overtak-
ing the full half year by year, 
is that the country is destined 
for an uncharted territory 
where production and con-
sumption could level off in the 
years to come, 
turning Iran 
from a world-class exporter 
into an energy importer. 
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The photo shows pro-Palestinian 
demonstrators gathering in front of the 
International Court of Justice in The 
Hague, Netherlands, on January 26, 
2024, as the court readies to deliver its 
initial ruling on the case against Israeli 
genocide in Gaza.
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