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Daily delivery of gas to national trunkline
exceeds 850mcm: Minister o

Glass half
empty of
energy
landscape
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OPINION

Iranian energy authorities
have been bragging about
“major achievements” and
measures taken to alleviate
a chronic shortage that has
plagued the country in recent 0 N
years. To be fair, they have
done a great job, especially
over the past two years, de-
spite US unilateral sanctions
on the petroleum industry
and other leading sectors.
The latest such feats were an-
nounced by Oil Minister Javad
Owji, who said an “unprec-
edented” 851 million cubic
meters of gas is being pumped
into the national distribution
network per day, setting a re-
cord in the history of the nat-
ural gas industry.

A day earlier, Owji’s depu-
ty Mohsen Khojasteh-Mehr
boasted that the aggregate
gas output had crossed the
milestone of one billion cu-
bic meters per day, and that
they are investing more than
$70 billion to raise it to 1.5
bcm per day. The figures are
jaw-dropping, especially
when the biting sanctions are
taken into account.
Moreover, under Owji, Iran’s
oil production rebounded
from 2.2 million barrels per
day to beyond 3.4 million
bpd - a rise of more than
54%- while its crude exports,
once hitting the rock-bottom
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